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everithe-defilement of Sin'ſpreads, Death ſhowd 
invade and reign. Tis Mhorefors the righteous 
Sentence of God on fallen Man; and expreſſive of 
bis juſt Abhorrenee of our defiled Nature, Daft 
— omar Diſt thou ſhalt return,” iii Cen. 29} 
And tis in refetence to this penal Doom that 
the uthor to the Febrews' tolls us, 2 4 
Pointed: wnto all Miu once re die, ix He. 2 


emprion from. (lu 
| de lid to heare7-char his , recom of pan 


rather to — x — f in 
ftomareg mn Wi IDF * bes — 


upon our — — Ba 
7 and. rait Se A* — W . ER 


1 
Jong 7 — of our felves ! 


coming the Prey of cc te 


ſilence and 0 
thoſe that Rave ſoar c 

ſevel with their Fellow- Daſt, — where there's 
no maik of diſtinction between the Skull of a 


e e eee, in rb Daft, 
: Houſe, and wake aur Bed in'darkneſs?* x 


will ſo ſoon} ineſiſtibly. ar 
Nn 
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On Death. 3 


Alas l umbat is Man, chat he ſuou d be rey 
who carries about with him ſuch Arguments 
and Motives to Humility: in che frailty af his 
Cunſlitutiou; and moriality of his State / Shoiid 
he boaſt of his Extramtion and Deſcant, of his 
Kindred and Family, who may with 5 ſay to 


Curruption thou art my. Father, and to the Worm. 


thou art my Motber and my Siſter o xvii Jab 24. 
Shall, we glory in the Reaury or Sire. o 
thoſe :Bodzes: whole: « Features the rude 
hand of Death will ſo ſoon deface; and whoſe 
Strength will not e er long defend em from be- 
we make that our Pride now, 3 
ſoon put on a:ghaſtly: Aſßpedt, and be turn d into 


loat hſome Putre faction Shall we be puffdd up 
Vith'our Wealth and Honour, who — ſo ſoon 
Srcchange all ur ather mrs tne for that of 4 


who muſt deſcend into the 
of the Grave, where 
the bigheſt- — muſt lie 


Baming- 


Prince and a Peaſants Shalt we be proud of 
odt:Habirations here, Who our ſelves duell in 


and muſt eg uong tate nne Grave for" dur 


vir Fob 

32 Shalk rhoſe be proud of their (Conqueſt 
and their formidable Power, over whom Death 
| PP, 3 


becom | | Art thou al- 


rremlie, that did fake Kingdoms O That math 


the World as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the c. 
ries tere, that opened not the Houſe of bis Pri- 


ones See xiv % 10, ET, — 16, 17 v., What 
is ſuch a deſpicable Worm as Mar, thar's even 
cruſh i before the Meth, that he ſnou d entertain 
ſwelling Conceits of himſelf! Shall he /ift up 
that Head with ſcornful and aſpiring Thoughts 
trueſt Mirrour to look our ſelves in, in or- 
der to the curing our vain and ſelf-admiring 
Thoughts. It will ſnew us what all our Gran? 
deur and Profperity will come to, and tell us, 
That how glittering a Figure" ſoevet we make 
here, we are but more ſplendid Duſt, and none 


of our Glory will deſcend” with us to che 
Gr V 


as Gods, but the Worms will ſoon convince us, 


we are but Men. i, e een 1 
old prevent ou, 


II. The Confideration hereof ; pre 
being ſo over ſolititoxs' about "theſe Earthly 


444 nn ne nn ee, 
For if theſe Eurttiy Tubernaeles ſhall be 41/4 
ſolueu, if Death will tear dow rheſe Structures 
Clay, they deſerve nd more ef our care than 
is needful to fit them for their pteſent uſe and 
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We may, as Herod, affect to be applauded 
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be 
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1 ; 
jr bats 
3 nn 


8 How incongruous i is it then to * fo 
anxiouſly. concern d about feeding and cloat hing, 
nay, about adorning and pampering. this cbrrap- 
ible Fleſh, that will fo ſoon: be. turn d into Ror- 


tenneſs. and Putrefaction . Does. it deſerve ſo 


much of our Time and Thoughts to garniſb a 


zottering Houſe that s ready every day-to'moul- 


der into Duſt 2 Shou'd thoſe Bodies be treated 


with ſo much veedleſ5:Curiofity and Coft, which 
we muſt ſo- ſoon put of: and leave in the darx- 


neſs of the jo | Grave? Nay, ſhou'd we 


not as much as poſſible wean our Souls from 


that inordinate Love to them that would ren- 


der the Separation more violent and greivons o 
Shou d we not accuſtom our Souls to live in 


a. great meaſure above the Body, to prepare 
them the better to live without it! The leſs 


commerce and ſympathy we maintain with them 
here, the leſs fene will che Thoughts of our. 
diſlodging Pekin hs „ 4996 
We may hence ſons how little Man i is to 
be either truſted or aer when conſider d fe a 
Mortat: Creature. 
How little is Man to be e 4 How tile 


is their Favour and Intereſt to be 


on] Men of low Degree are but Vanity; and | 
cannot help us. Men of high Degree are 4 Lies 


and may by the inconſtancy of their Reſolu- 


tions diſappoint out Expectations from chem, 
Ixii. Pfal. 9. If any deſery d out Confidence, 
it would be ſuch as are great and powerful. 
But ien cee nen rages cautiond Do placing 
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 Riffable Averſion that 
Sinote of; Death. — 


widulle Evil, às it is the Violation of our 
ture, one part whereof it deſttoys; a 


our 3 on, — — war 


their Mortality. Put not ydur Truſt in Princes, 
nor in the Son of Man in whom-there is v Help. 


His Breath goes: forth, he returneth to his Earth, 


in that My 2 his Tenghth: periſb, el 99 0 
32 4% 
5 Kd N Man. is as little to be fend at be is to 


bezruſted.. - bath 


Whoſe Power 8 8 ve more apt. ro dread: and 
tremble at then that of cruel Tyrants, and 


bloody: Perſeeutors 2 And. yet the great G OD 
juſtly upbraids his People with their diſtruſtful 
Dread of. . Power a from this: very Argu- 
ment, Who art thou, that thou ſbonldaſt he afraid 
Maullan that ſhall dies Aud of the Son of Man 
that ſhall. be as Graſs ? And forgetteſt the Lord 
thy" Maker, that hath: Pare Ape forth the Hea- 


ven, aud laid the Foundations of. the Earth, and 
haſt, feared continually every H. 
Fury of the 0 refſor, as if he were 7 1 70 
Broy2:: And. wht re a che Fury e 


. becauſe" of the 


1 . II, 12 2 Ws e 
IV. Hence we may e > 2 5 & of that 15 


For it is — have. heant\.ly i ff. A & 
an 1 2 
the more te ermidable; as it is the juſt Hemerit of: 


Hin, and the ſtanding. mark. of God's righteous | 


E 4 N — And no e tis un- 


; hayc ;conſider' it, 


20 = non , . 18 n | OS 0 * 75 when 


en. Nature | bas 70; the | 


; i a A we , Ne ; , : ö 
$ i „ BOYD 2 B a 8 £ 7 5 n g | 
WES E = 8 G0 e p—_ r c w OT 


| capable; of * : 
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wha Ra PY ts Ry Je "Thus f 
David, xuxix Fſal. 13. Hear my Prayer, O Lord, 
and give Ear unto my Cry, hold not thy peace 42 
my Tears, & c. O ſpare me that I may recover 
N th Ter bo go 2 und be ſeen nò mort: 
. alſo the ne Temper and Language in 
good Hezekiah, xxxviii /a. 10; Ge. And 
therefore he accounts it as an Inſtance of God's 
Love to his Son, That he had delivered it from 
the Pit of Corruption, v. 17. And indeecf the 
eat God has wiſely planted in our Nature 
uch an Averſſon o Death; becauſe this oblig 2 
us to a due care of the preſervation of Bar | 


Life, while God has any : ſervice 'fot us to 
do here; and even our natural Fear of Death, 


is a Preſernative againſt many deſtructive . 
ces, and rehders even the worſt of Men more 
n by human Laws, 80 
that ſome Reluctancy againſt dying is co be 
found in Mk: even hs belt of Men. For even 


they, When, with the Apoſtle P aul, they moſt ” 


carneſtly aſpire after a bleſſed Immortality, yet 
Oe Fe. defirous-! of Being x ar | 
| Aerſion 


Cc red have mull be ow" i: . 
may noe qa 1 3 1 Cor. v. 8. 4 


18 


oO TT 


On:Death. 


muſt . us with a ſteddy Truſt to follow 


the Divine Conduct through that Si Yalley, 


though Nature cannot but tremble at the Dark- 
»eſs of that 'g/oomy Paſſage. We muſt, with a 


9 5 te Faith, encounter this our laß Enemy, 
ugh our weak: Fleſh may forink a little ar the 
proſpect of ſo ſburp a Conflift. 
„ Hence we may infer. the re Malig: 
: nity: of Sin threogh «which Death ch wow entred 
into the World. W 


Tis Sia that has al his Aga Cueſe 


5 of Mortality upon our fallen Nature, and ex- 


poſed it to the ruinating Stroke of Death. Tis 
this that gives that King of Terrors ſo unlimited 
a Dominion in this lower World; and through 
the righteous Sentence of God, -expoſes our 
natural Life: to unavoidable Deſtruction. Tis 
this that turns thoſe: Bodies which wete the 
beauteous Workmanſhip of Cod into à bie and 
loathſeme © Carkaſs, which we cannot behoſd 

ithour horror, and are glad to caſt out of our 
ght. Tis this that throws ſuch Contempt 


upon our Nature, and covers it wirh ſucli De? 


| — om and Darkneſs. Sure then there muſt be 


Malignity in Sing when the pen 


8 re. ge ſo: terrible,” When by che juſt 
Oonſtitution of God, tis We wenn 


wich natural. Death. What 8 we then 


 terrible'Scroke! For nothing bur Sin voud pid: 
dee le ro. kette ie, "Nothing: ber the de 


%  # a -. mii oem a => bs Ile 


OO > -ww a a @ae  '. cc ww jm. 
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whon.he Fg get cee, r ab 


. 


: Ou rath, = 


TRE as mcamnke, him thus defroy the Work" of 
his .oown::hands, and to diiſſolve that curious 
Earthly:Takernacle chat his own Power and Sti 
had erected and framed. Natural Death chen is 


Aa Sanding: Declaration of God s A horrence of 
our -defiled Nature. He has peremptorily de. 
termined, that as tis ained zy Sin, it ſhall be 
defaced I Death. As chis Houſe of Clay is in- 

e with that ite profy, ſo the Walls 


of it ſhall, be pulled down. 2 Infants muſt 
be ſubje& to Death, becauſe: they derive- this 
Contagion from their natural Birth; they have 
the Seeds of Mortality, becauſe they have the 


Seeds of Sin in them. O let us not then he 


tertain any ſlight Thoughts of the Evil ef Si 


ſince this is the fruitful il Womb of all the Miſe . 


ries that ad unto and iſue in natural Death, 
Let us not deſpiſe that Faſtice and Severity of 
God againſtcit, of which we behold fo ſenfi- 
ble and convincing Inſtances as oſten as any 
Spectacles of — arc ſet before our Eyes. 


| 31 VI. Henee we may infer, How deeply wo are 


all of an cuncerned to be fenced againſt ebe Ter- 
N of: Notural Death. TA 798 „„ en 
If we only regard the -vichdats Agonies' of 
Pain, Shas akg: the uſual Attendants on Natura — 
Death it is highly requiſite we ſhould be fur 
niſned with our richæſt Cordials: againſt chat 


Time, when Hleſß and Heart ate ready ro fail. 


— n Narure is ſinking under a heayy Load 
afirmities,- When our Seuſes are ere. 


Jn” | r 


n r 


20 1 Dr u each 
Viet need bad wh the of ſceuring ſome Glid | 
Relief and Support” under -ſuch\a"Conflit''as 
this? And what can then ſupport us but the 
thoughts of our Intereſt 'in-char glorious God, 
Who can be che frength of oar Heurts and our 
Pot tion for ever, IxxH Pfal. 20. What can be 
a ſuffiicht Cordial, but the peaceful Reflex ions 
of-a good. Conſeience upon our paſt Integrity; 
and its comfortable proſpet? of a bleſſed Eter- 
nity? We are then alone bee die, when 
we hive nothing elſe io do but to die, and reg 
W a ſanctiſied Soul into the hands of God. 

But if we farther regard Death as the Wait 8 

0 Sin, and ſtanding Mark of God's Diſplea- 

ſure againſt it, we have the more need to be 
fortef) 7 againſt the Fears of it. It muſt be 
berg ore dur great cure to get the Sing of 
Death taken away, A the Terror f it removell. 
Now, though the manner and circuniſtaurev of | 
dying are formidable, yet doubtleſb che chief g 
Tetröt of Death ariſes from the gi 'of Sin | 
that binds us over to eerla DE. 
N isrhat chiefly gives narural Deurb. id nor- 
tat a Sri „ and enables it eo potter che Con- 

Fience"bf-a"$vilty Sinnet with ſ/ineuprefiible 

ee of Fear,” O what terribe C u 

Angurſh ſeize his appalled Heart, When e 

i fam ive; and yet Are nor- die! When he 
; he Sentence of D:fſolutior' written on the 

, ahi Fa ſe of Clay, and thacbyithergy- 

E but verging hand of Heaven! her he 
not only * ſees Death ae 10 2 | 
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5 bar ZHell-follewing as the Black, e (To | 
allude to vi Rev. 8.) When Conſeience ſees 


nothing behind but à vaſt Load of un pardoned 
Guilte, and nothing before bur heaped Treaſures 
of anappeaſed Wrath. When the choughts of 
that God, who alone can relieve his dying 
Soul, tather adminiſter, Matter of Terror an 
Deſpair to him! When he looks $i Death as 
e ee, his awful Fadge, fent to 
ſummon him to that dreadful l; wherr he ca: 
ity; foteſees his own' Doom in the 1 Fre- 
ſages of an actuſing Conſcience; > | .* 
Since then we muſt die, and that by vertue 


4 the: righteous Sentence of God, O let us 
endeavour to be duly prepared for that ſolemm 
Event. Let us endeayour to get that removed 


which above all chings would render Death 
frigbeful do us. Eet us by ſeriour Repenrance 


and believing. Application to the forgiving Mer. 


Este en hriſt, lay We 40 chat 
6; f Hurdon and Indemnity that he haF pub- 
liſh d, chat ſo our Sentence of Eternal Death 
may be -reverſed,; and our Title to a Hleſſed Im- 
mor khalih reſtored.) Ler: us enter upon and per- 
et toſe ways of 3 *the pleſſel 


E whereof will be Bverlaſtin Life. And 


n: indeed; we — oh whot is 


moſt; '#errible:in.uaturat” Death. T6 ſuch pre- 


ed: Soul, „Death has loft its deadly P 
you Sting. Death may eld "Jo 


hen we have 4 Houſe 


the . un e made » with hands Eter- 
409 © IAA 


"wal 


1 "On. Death. = 
nal in 5 ee 2 Cor: . . a may. turn 
theſe · Bodiem into the Daſ from wheng 
were taken, but how inconſiderable. a 
is that to thoſe that ſoreſee that the Graue it 
ſelf is a ſafe Repofireryito the Daft that's lodged 
there; and that What is there ſown in weakneſs 
and diſponaur, and corruption, ſhall be raiſe in 
* and glory, and intortuption. 
Such prepared Souls may behold Dk 
not in its terrifying, but in its amiable friendly 
Aſpet,, as; now made to them great Advantage 
and ER, 1 Phil. 21. Their confidence in the 
Divine Preſence and Favour, may — | 
to walk i through: that ſhady. Valley without ¶ di- 
ſtracting) Far. That Death, that divorces 
theit Ssuls from their Bodies, will but bring | 
them ſooner into the Preſence of Chriſt, - the 
bleſſed Object of their Faith and Lob, and, 
That Death, that eucludeg. tbem f 2 
the Siege the Living, ſo ehat the e 
bold Mail no more wor of Trubabithe, of 7 Vie. 
Morlu, will bur tranſlate them tb »bercer-Sob 
city, leven-rhe tnnimerable; Company of Angels, 
and. Us pooled e the ht. (Bu 


: ; #4 > vie 0 Ger eus chen 
bet obr Guilt pardoned, add the Favor of a 
reconciled God ſecured, and chen there 


eur uud Curſe of Death is taken àwa We 
mall then encnunter it as a dlfarne dt en 
feel Rnomy, aud by the Exerciſe of Divine 
e 750 eben an eaſy Viftory ov al 
EEE, r. Ag . een ION Msn m7 rely: 
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| + .— ig the End of all Men, q 21 . 


din "g will lay it 1 bus Heart. 5 wo 


2» 
IF 


n 7 | + $914 n Gi N 1 
Have <A y entered on me 
Subject which cheſe words 
ſent co our eee 
That Deach, the common End 
ll of all Men, ſhould be often and 
deeply conſidered by 33 
d the Contemplation thereof ſhould be vet 
Kecting and inſtructive to vs. 
Ihaye in the Proſecution of this | 
Jou to n 
3A. N hat chere is in 
N Tx IT; N N THEN \ Ta tn 3112 ; moe 
fc — to be the commen End of 
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5 \ ad. mate Ck Fractal Reflection ay 


on. et 2 3 8 N Si Rs 1 N In BY © ARG AL 
IS 63 new. proceed, V. I vhs * XS Nude 1 
III. To conſider, The Reference that Death 
Fob to this. reſent Life ö 48 the End. and. Conclu- 
fron thereof. . The PRES ods wal : 
2 ſo; tis * in the Tong,” Ile Erd of 
Tis the Epilogue that concludes" the 
9225 of U Life, upon which the tranſitury 
Scenes thereof are ſbut up, and the Actors hur- 
Tied from off the Stage. a in the dead of the 
Night, there is an entire ſtop put to all: the 
Buſineſs, 120 Affairs ou * _ ſo that 
anc emp Schools. an atres, - Courts of 
Juſt Pi Rnd laces. of. , publick Reſort and Con- 
werſat; ou are. / at up, and all Things ove to be 
* 55 up in univerſal Silence and 5 5. ſp 
en dhe Night. of Death hath Over 
the Ations and Bujpyments of ;this. Lie en 
tirely. ceaſe, all. the momentary oiffgzrs and 
Pleafures of it atę gone and paſt for ever? 
77 Put. ewe may diſtinctiy conſiderrhis Life 
| Tho ference höth do the Hirt and Bujfweſe 0 
SECT and Lai in it. And 
inctly ou 
Dig Altairs; 8 
i both. And {ay-: rar 1 wt 5% $1973. 
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VUndertaKings; Death, by its ſur) 


III. 77 fa 07 D t6 at the Seaſon's m 4. 
Fan of Divine Grace we enjoy. 

IV. And it puts an End to all dur Prifent Op- 
portunities of Work and Servier to rhe Intereft 0 
God, in order to our comfortable Account. 
. N puts an End to ar our world Prb 
jeds' and 1 | 

What is ſaid of great beer chechſckve . 
when they die; is as applicable to all 3 
Their Breath goes ont, "they return to the Earth > 
and this ver) Yrs all their Thoughts periſh,” cxlvi 
ZEſali 4. lee 


. pe melee Remake th at the Wits 


Hiſtorian, Suetonius, makes on Fulids' Ceſar, 
That after he aſſumed the Imperial yea he 


had greut Deſigns in his Head about adornin! 
Nome, the Seat of the Empire, about reducing 
their numerous Laws into a leſs compaſs, and 


about making an Abſtract of the Works ot the 
| moſt leatned Romans and” Greets; =_ "(faith 


| Pre- 
'he was buſy mana ing cheſt vaſt 
Stroke, £ 
While the 


he) Tall 's ke ue meditantem 
mg 


| izing 
prevented the Executtenf 'of them. F 


plodding Safer is erecting various Schemes, 
and forming buge Deſſghs for his Prince's Gran- 
deur, or for his own Preferment, ind has con- 
eetted all Merhods for effecking them, and, 4 


he — removed all Obſtacles Wurf 8 f NN | 


way;'\Dearh quickly" breaks all his Meaſures, 


and blaſts all 'che*Succeſs which his Thoughts 
. ſwelled — the 3 of; ſo chat 


While, 


/ 2 — aca va ; 
— 
— — — — 


— — 


| 


i a the Phabopher, he. was gazing at 
the Stars, in his;#euring Hapes, with | him ba 
Falls into tlie diteb the Graue, which he had 
no preſent fore Thought of, and againſt which 
indeed he could uſe no effectual Precaution. 
While the Ialborious I orldling. is reſtleſiy em- 
ployed in adding Houſe: to Houſe, and Held to 
Field, and in enlarging his Treaſures, Death 
in a moment puts an End to his buſy Cares 
and Toils, and he that a T was graſpt 
ing at vaſt Poſſeſfions, muſt. be now content 
with the Poſſelon of a Barying- place; a little 
meaſure: of Earth will now ſerve; him that be- 
fore. was. contriving how he might be placed 
25 it, v, qa 9 Mrs. vn 3 


and e 
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Wag, 2 —— | 
our of hich nothing hut che ſound. pf che Jaſk = 
Teumpet can awaken chews »1c. rn gilt odio 
% Deuth puts an Hud to our ſont: worldyy 
Condition, whether it be proſperens ar | 
"oi * "Br * ene hs ett. oy - 
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ee, 608. ee 0 W of _ 
the moſt proſpetous and: flouriſhing; Condition, 
by deſtroying, Life it ſelf the Foundation of 
them.” . Death: irceſiſtibly- tames and triumph 
over the ptoudeſt Conguerors:of the Earth, and. 
quickly diſatms them of chat formidable Power 
that: made them the common Plague and Terror. 
of all che Nations round about tham. It Hur: 8 


til Does) to the C Obſcurity ty; of the Grave. ra - 
ſetehes the aſpiring Grundees of the Earth fram 
that height and ſſippery Pinacle of ſeeular Ho- 
nour from which they now look dawn with ſao 
much Contempt upon their Inferiors, and lays 
chem level with their Frllom- Daft. And none o 
that glittering Pomp and Splendor; for Which 


5 nay far print . len 5 
exebel, ae, ut be able roidifcern, 
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Solomony eagerly purſue ail th Delight oof the 


EE . 


—— large Elte o of Lands, but Dearh 
will ſoon bring'ia"Writ' of Ejeftmenr, and force 
him to quit all, and take up for his Manfion 
a ſolitary Cave in che Duſt of the Earth. 4h 
le. Places that wow tnow ban o Barth; fall 
ien nom him wo me. He may, having es- 
d Hir Burns; and er his Stores now 
to himſelf che ſatis faction of enjoying 
ibe Goods he bur laid up for 3 _ alien; 
E Death brings him 
Meſſage, 1 be Fool, this ve „ Ng — ſhall thy 
Sohl the rater from"thee,” an — . whoſe: full 
— — — be that thou haſt laid up dH] 
For thine they muſt be no longer; 
19, 10. The voluptudus Senſuuliſt 
may now ſwim in carnal Pleaſures, and paſs a 
few Days or Mears in Jollity wires He 
may now buſily:contrive for the gratiſication of 
his Senſes and Appetites by vatiery of agree 
ble objects to onxertain them He may, with 


gere Mex, and not abſtain from any” thing his 0 
Byetlefires, or with<hold his INeuri 1” anew) . 
de, 0. — SERIE 


— ſenſual Pleaſures, wut 
cerenlong literally ulie to them. Fhey may for 
2 Mhile K 8 
1. 5 c ange 


M.iſeries, a8 well as Pleaſurer of Life. Death 


p , ot ee og 


A their Tune, and turm their —— i 

into ate Groans, They may for a While 
give the Reins to their unbridled Luſts, and 
run into all Exceſſes of finful Riot, but Death 
will ſoon ſhut them up as melancholly Recluſes 
in the ſolitary Cloiſter and Cell of the Graves 


We may now pleaſe our ſelves in numerous 


Relations and Friends that we are encompaſſed 
with; but Death will ſoon violently ſnatch 
and tear us out of their tendereſt Embraces, 
26d: ſend us to that Place of Solitude and 
Darkneſs, where (as Hezetiab ſpeaks xxxvili 

If. x1) we-muſt. behold Man no more with all the 
Inhabitants of the : World. So that Death, by 
bereaving us of Liſe, will alſo ae of 
all the deſirable: Advantages of it. 
Nay, on tlie other hand, Death puts anEnd ro 
all che Buils of an afflicted Condition,” to all the 


gives à perſetuted Saint a happy Diſcharite) from 
all the \Kfardſbips uf his iſa — 
It puts . the Cruelties of bloody-- 
Her ſecutors;) and to his on Safferingt from 
them. Their Rage can purſue him no farther 
thanothe Grave; and there rhe Mirteil ceaſe 
from troubling and the Neu are at eſfis ii Fob 
0 Seen 8, 19 There the Priſareroureſt unge- 

1 leur not the: FHuice "1the. Opprefſor + 
hes. 


8 


unil great are there, au it he Servant 

nc frer from: lie Mager, Dearth is al ſaſe Hur. 

$644; and: ſure Retreat to a good Man, fromm all 

* 3 Troubles 2 ao = 
i 'Tis 


30 e Det. 


Tis the ſoverei eign Opiun chat gives us effectual 
| Releaſe and 4 from. all rhe Dios Pains 
of a diſtemper d Body. The Clodt ef tht 
 Palley afford a. ſweet Retirement and Reſt ro 
him, whoſe Life has been a continued Scene 
of Labaurs and Sorrows: Death. puts an End 
to our preſent Griefs, by cloſing our Eyes on the 
{ad Objects and Occaſfons of them. And tis on 
that account often as welcome to thoſe chat 
groan under the Preſſure of preſent Afflictions, 
ag the Shaddow and-Darkneſs of the Night is to 
the wearied Hireling. As Fob intimen vii 
Job 2.) Bur farther, . 
78 Heath puts an End to all the 1 an 
Advantages . N the Divine. Seach: which: we now 
enjoy. "ED V 985 
„We are now . in 2. ee PEA as 
Probationers for the endleſs Happineſs or Mi- 
ry of a future Life. And according by the 
ale Favour God we here many 
excellent Helps frog. attaining:tho! meaſures. 
7 Knowledge and Grace that mould prepare us 
for the perfection and bleſſedneſs o the He 2+ 
| venly.. tate. We have wy 53 many precious 
O 44129 v ad coef r 
being caſt-in 2 Lend and og of Light, by our 
being planted in the Courts ay God 20d under the 
Dews of Heaven; by our be 
che School of Grace where we 
Tue, and Precept apo Procep 
Will ſoon put an End co all t 4 preparatory. 
eee, of N race. un Day ef Grace | 
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cannot be te beyond that of our 
Life; Death will ſoon flente tlie moſt faithful 
Preachers, or will cloſe your Eyes from ſeeing 
Jour Teachers, and ſtop your Ears from hear- 
ing "the joyful Sound of the everlaſting "Gofped. 


Death will pur an End to all the TRaties of 


Divine Grace; there are no Overtures of 'Met- 
cy, no Tenders of Life and Salvation in the 


other World. You muſt then Hear and Read 
and Pray no more. Now only is he acrept⸗ 


ed Timie and the accepted Day of . 5 
2 Cor. vi. 2. The Time of Life is our Day 
Trial, as diſtinguiſhed from Cod 5 Day of ke 
tribution, xix Luke 42. 

4. Death puts an End to all our pref Op: 
portunities of Work and Service in order. to 
dur comfortable Accbunt. 

We have now manifold: Talents cocinitteg 
to out Truſt; we have various Occaſions of 
Ang as well a8 receiving Good.” And we 
mult be 4ecountable for our Fidelity and Di- 


Hgence in the Emprovement of them. Bur 


— Will e, e ONE our” Sate of 


ve fo vn ro he Feb, or to . 
ve but a 780 hours more to labour 

ineyard of the Lord, and (hall Toon 
1" our "Labours and Dur Warks "follow us. 


We have” bur a fe Days or Lears wherein 


rd Work thi Works of pim that ſeunt us; 


| g Wheteitr we * 


Wer „ | "Work 


1 ee e e 
_*_ Wark" #0 more. run e now that we 
Ih. muſt do whatever our Lands find us to do with 
{ | | all our might, fince there is no Wort, nor De- 
971 vice, u0 Knowledge or Wiſdom in the-Grave whi- 
1 ther we are going, ix Eccleſ. 10. Our Time of 
18 Obedience and Service, of Cumbat and Warfare 
i will ſoon: be over. Death will give us our 
bi quietus eft from all the Duties of the parti- 


cular Station wherein we are placed. All 
Opportunities of paring the Intereſt and 
Glory of God, and of farthering rhe. preſent 
and eternal Good of others will —— be gone 
8 paſt all hope of being recalled. Death 
brings us that Meſſage, Give, an Account: of 
ty Stewardſbip; for tho -mayeſt be. e 

no longer, xvi Luke 2. | 
Such an awful N has "Death. to 
paſt let as che End. and Conclufron: of 
that. But, „„ , S908 92 „ 

IV. We may . the Reference 
that. Death has to our Future Liſa, as the 
Paſſage and Entrance into it %%% 
For though Peaah put an End. veins. low 
Animal Ai h the prog j 


en an 
own eſſential Life. The 2 8 : 
to 3 avid it Ent — 
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” —.— cheir ſpiritual Powers to greater 


N that — — Paine which their near 
Alliante ton this Bod made them capable of, 
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| Earthiy Bodie t. D e t 


2. By Death 8 upon an anſeen nd. | 


| and change their. place of Living. 5 6 l 


3. By Death they enter into a Liss and Stare 


of nal Resin. omaha pane K 


1. By Death our diſlodged. Gone abe obliged ta 
have 1 Stare: of ſeperation from rheſe rarthiy 


ulir Hun ene 3). oben 
| For 5 
it was yet our Spirits return unto Gad that 


ough ee return unto the Earth ar 


gave them, xii Eeclæſ. They become upom 
cheir: quitting: theſe: earthly Manſions une m 
3 Jeperate Spirits. And they enter upon 
a new Scene of Life in which chey have no 


uſe for che »grols: Organs: of iSenſe and Motion 


to theſe Animal Bodies. Death 


fers our Spirits free from the Conffnmuut and 


from the /acumbrance and Clig of an 
| le, and doubtleſa theteby a- 
aur 
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Congedtores abour ee eee aud un- 
known. 185 ** 5 * 
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Eivings Whar ſome tell us of diſlodged Spiuits 
aſſuming aereal. or @thereal Vehicles, are meer 


* N 


vas (By. Dearh. our Carls enter dung am ars ; 

222 * cle. their Place ar well as May of | 
* e | 1 N 7 {4 os 1 

* We. p WY by enk "Cao this Kora. ina 

the vaſt Hades (ot Inviſible, World) and into 
the aper ot lower Regions thereof. Into thoſe 
Region which our Senſes can give us no- 
Notice of, add where the manner of our 


Wh: . n = i 38 


| codverſing with. the Inhabirancs. chere is 


unknown to us. Death tranſlates\ us 


te an andiſcovered Country; and to ne Soriery 


there which we have now 8 
e eee 2. eee 


2 "Clays, hays . be, 


Barth, to tale theit Fligber- into thofe 
feeds har he te Fes ion 
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ihe Mayfonr iebr;t 
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cially deſerve and requite our arrentive- Conſt. 
deration of it; rfat tis che Paſſage of a diſ- 
lodged Soul from its State of Fial to its Sm 
of Rewards or Puuiſbmouts. For though tis 
true the General and ſuhmum Fudghens wilt be 
deferred till the Ne et, you our Souls do 
3 honcs underg 0 4 arHioalar 
gent, or ting an en Bei 
thoſe that ſuppoſe  Soly"'Sou > 06 ie be 36 
mitted mtd rhe hight Su venus, nor We 
= 10 de confined o ay Bent Goat l en ve 
Fudawent';; yer ſuppbſd tie o do ente 
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enter t upon che: Gleties nd Foy s of. Heaven, or 
upon the Torments and Deſpair of Hel. 
So that upon the whole, Death is our En- 


trance and Paſſage into our future Life, even 


a Life unſpeakably more Happy or more Mi- 
ſerable, as well as beyond compartiſon mote 
durable and permaneut than chis. n 1285 

And pete gn proceed to the two re- 
maining. Heads, concerning che Certainty of 
Death and the Time of it, I ſhall; make ſome 


Reflections upon theſe two Heads I have now 


diſcours d on, viz. the reference that Death 


has to this. Life as the End and Concluſion of it, 


and the reference it has to a future Life as the 
Paſſage and Entrance into it. And every parti- 
cular cook thoſe Heads will afford us Matter 


for inſtructive Reflections 


I. Does Death put an End to all our ſecular? 
Affaits and Projects, then hence we may infer,” 
How intonfiderable they ure in themſetoes, and 


how, moderate we ahve! to: & in thepatſuit _ 


them e e ee 


We may Hoes infer, How inconfiderable they 
are” in themſelves. = 8 WhoO: : n 


This Earth is a buſy Theme Ae See; 


| where every one is eagerly acting his Part, 


and where eſpecially the Men of this World 


make a continual Buſtle and Noiſe with their 


ſecular Projects and Deligns. - But how juſt is 


the Plalmiſf's Reflexion upon it, Surely every 


Man "walks ind vain ſhew, Surely they are diſ. 


_ wot 


48" 4 e 3 * 
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any of theirs, ſhall ever po 
Like Ants on a Mole. hill that are very buſy in 


17 We muſt indeed ſubſerve the 
tuſtenancs\ of his. 1 


en Death. 37 


PD * 


not . bo foal gather them, xxxix Pal TY They 
ſieem ſerious and earneſt indeed, but tis in 
purſuit of momentany Intereſts chat are com- 


paratively, but deſpicable Trifles. They. ate 


in chace of an empty Sbaddow rather than of 


any ſolid ſubſtantial Good. And they raiſe a 
great Tumult in the World to the diſturbing 
themſelves and others, and all ro no valuable 
Purpoſe, to carry on ſome mighty Contrivance 


which Death will prevent their ever ſeeing the 


Accompliſhmenr of. Or to treaſure up what 
neither themſelves, nor 83 ſo much as 
eſs and enjoy. 


running to and fro, to gather and diſpoſe their 


Store of Proviſion, when the ſpurn of a Foot 


quickly cruſhes them all. Of how mean and 
low conſideration" then are thoſe worldly” Af. 


_ fairs, which can at the urmoſt only extend 


their beneficial Influence to this ſhort and tran- 
ſitory Life, and which Death can ſo eaſily 


| ſtop us in the Proſecution of! What a Scene 


of nauſeous Vanity are the Affairs even of 


| Kingdoms themſelves, compared with the Af- 


fairs of the ſuperior World; into: "which we are 
paſſingibyzDbach? 1 cs 2 own ve ng og) 


>| ket rhis therefore teach üs kran 


parſuit oft alli ſecular Obnceiu m ̃ 3369 
vidence- -of 
otits*in' order to the 
And therefore dili- 


God by our moderate I 


— row aaa A "Bar chen we on be- 
ware of proſecuting theſe. Jowee bad momen- 
4a6y * with chat intenſeaeſs ef inordi- 
ate s no way ſuitable to their 
ature 20d reel Pate: "We mult by no means 
make: theſt our principal Study aud Buſineſs. 
We myſt not follow them with that anxious 
 Solliciode and Seger Concern, as if they were 
our principal Intereſt, and our main HappineGG 
ot Mifery depended on che Succeſs of them. 
We al look on chem as Matters of compa- 
eatively ſmaller Mement, and conſider that 
ws; ave: oy ARIA infinitely higher Cooke 
depends. We Jhould thersfoce: now 
look. upon them wich chat 3 of 
Mind, with _ a mer tafied 33 
3s we-fhall moſt probabiy d 
Night of Deb cones to End —— 
— ns — We ſhould tecken 
NN eee 
- Guence, whw meaſure our æart 
Beſigus are- attended With. 15 25 Mee . 
I. Wan Death put an Bod te all lte Ek 
| joymengs of, Life, chen We may 2. dufer. 
I. Hom lom an Saw mary Lk, 9 a pact on 
e ate NA} 4h As „ | ABA © 
Honours and Profe Rig bes — fle 
 Yoons, Plealurts and 2 ere wofully ober- 
| __ too — der "or ra 
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Heart, 
„When che 


it in its natiue Dreſs, and inſtructs u us in the 
true value of it. The Grave ſhews us the Emp- 
tines and Vanity. of it With 2 undeniahle 
Exidence to leave any matter of doubt about 
it. We ſee; there before gur Eyes what Me 
admired Pomp and Grearne/s, Hraſperiry je 
Wealth comes to; and of how little ſignifi- 
cancy and uſe they are to chaſe that muſt now 
leave them all behind, and 8⁰ as naled out of 
this World as they came Into it. Death brings 
with it a ſenſible Conviction, what a madneis 
it is. co prefer cheſe periſhing Trifles before Go 
and Chraſt, Hraues and. Saluation Even che pro- - 
ſpe of Death daes often, to miſerable Marie 
lüngs themſelves, allay the carnal Pleaſures ip 
Lite, and daſh them with a bitter Tincture. But 
when Death it ſelf comes to diſpoſſeſs them of 
al their, tranſitory Enjoyments, it uſually ex- 
_ torts. from|them a melancholly Confeſſion and 
Complaint of their deſpicableneſs, and ae 
chem cy mut, Hanity of Vanities, ffs Van 
D then let the foreſight of Death have. + 
ſame influence upon us, chat its neat and fenſij- 
ble Approach will have; and let us entertain 
as contemptuaus and mori fied Aal of all 
thoſe :idglized qe. as We ſhall chen cor- 
— 5 have when Death is ready to cloſe our 
row upon them. Let us not hold choſe things 
Jo fat in our exceſſive Eſteem and inordinate 
Affection, that Death will. ſo oon, .1o viglent- 
ly nend and tear 45 from. Let 18 e 


— — 
FS den as if we 772 bd e not, 46 es: 
Ing thar the FE: "of 570 Worlu is ET: away, 
and that . "tranſitory Nature does extreme- 
ly dimimniſn their Price, and abate cheir W orth, 
r Rin trons thy 
2. Hence we may infor. Evi miſerable ther 
4 Is, "whoſe" only" Happineſs is bound up in 
4th arr nt whrch 3 "will mow an End 
rec en, e 
And this is the — of all wiſerable Worlds 
| pigs, whoſe choſen Portion is in this Life. They 
now value themſelves upon their Honours and 
Dignities, their Wealth and their Pleaſures,” and 
thifik others comparatively wretched and miſe- 
rable who want theſe Advantages. But, alas! 
Bow ſoon Will D Death undeceive them, by ſhew- 
ing them on what a vauiſping Goard (ot, ra- 
cher Shallow) they have placed their Hopes. 
For; an What Comfort and Relief can all 
rhihe* give againſt the Agonies and Terrors of 
Death? Supp pose ce ſnhould come to a dying 
3 — 404 tell him, „Be of good theer 
Mau, yon have dwelt fs nt ately Houſe, "you 
*: have enjoyed a plentifur Eſtate, yon haus ſpent 
0 many an hour in Follity and 2 Feaſt- 
| 1% "hd Dancing in Paſtimer, and Sports; 
v We not expect he would" repty, “ Alas, 
het ure a rhefe Fo poor dying" Man; that 
nat kraut them All behind and can erjty them 
eh nge, Oe if dye ſhould tell bim, 
hät hi, Children will eijiy it when' he is 
5 ing would rr ſtill kep 7% Anh they 
eben N 


4 muſt 400 Free it nee as: e And 3 wil 
„ heir enjoying 1t it avail me,. whoſe Soul is en- 
a 7 into an Eternal. State, for which: I have 
3 no provifron; \where I muſt eat and drink 
and ſport no more, whither I can carry; none: 
ny beloved Freaſures; and. if I could, they 
- would fignify nothing to purc haſe the heavenly 


God, and redeem me a the Bonds _ Etern, 

66x: Dearl 1: Hts ©. O75 r ELIT ATE 
O deceitful nooſe, e leaves us whea 
ww have the :greaceſt . need of Comfort and 
Support! O forlorn Condition of a dying 
Worldling; that ſees all his vain Hopes of a 
temporal Felicity wofully diſappointed, and has 
no comfortable proſpect of an approaching 
Edorniey' That muſt quit this World to which 
all his Expectations were conſined, and enter 

into that in which he had no Hope or Hap- 
pineſs laid up! And no wonder that 70 uch 
—— ſnould appear In tcerible , et 30 
III Win Death put an End to all the Evil 
and Sufferings' as well as ro the /Exjoyments of 
this Life; Ihe this teach US: Patience under. all 
our preſent Aﬀtittions.. . . $15. eat 
We may. comfort our ſelves * ahem; with 
the: conſideration: that the Apoſtle s Expreſſions 
ſuggeſt, when he calls them momentauy as well 


As light Aſfflictions. They are but the Suffers ney 


ef the [13 viv] Time" tbat now ir. We may ſay 
of them as excellent Jewel did of the Aten 


Troubles, Hee" vo W Tis true 


N DE | indeed, 


« uberitancè, or to brabe the avenging — of 
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indeed, this. Conſideratien Fields. lixtle Relief 
_ 40- wicked Men under their preſent Calamities. 
1 — — to heir 
Suffering, yet theſe are to chem but 
inning of of .Sornaws.. Death may caſe chem 
2 ef the Pains. of a diompar d Body, but 
it.expolcs them 20:1the ceſileſs Luorrons af an 
eum g S chat to them tis only 
an e f he toferable Mylorigs of Earth 
for- the. wn Torments of Hell. And, 
Ol bam degplorable is their condition chat 
have to juſt 8 fear their heing mi ſera- 
ble in both Worlds, hoth there and far ever! 
But to all gaad Men, tis a comfortable Re. 
len ion under their 
Death will ſoon give 


an effectual Relcaſe, 


E n Ref that remains for dle Peo- 
nale of Gu. Fo — che Grove is a happy 
Shelter from all ache Tempeſts of an unquiet 
Wald; dis an innislalle Sombuerry to Which no 
_ penſreuting Violence can approach. It ſers 

them beyond the rench of all che temporal 
Evils they feel ot fear. At wipes a yl 
—— — Aida 7118308: 

I. Wall Death put: nab aul che 84 
1 Mivive Grace that we 


Dili 


ware, uud yerprowe them unit h greater 


Sencg. 
Men thavild: abe awfal Thaughte »hereof | 


Wee A it — a? 


Taoubles, char 
ite I's paived die 0 the ſaſe Dor- | 


wy enjoy, Yerathis then teach us, m0 wake thayr | 


SS: EY gaYf GS . Swe, 


0 : 611 re Tae Trek win Farne&- 
neſs and V ey Would Minifters: plead 
with you that Death 


Ears: If we could learn to ſptak as dying 
Perſons our ſelves, to theſe: chat are hing and 
haſtniag co an Eternal State, O how loudly 
| ſhould: we call to impenitent Signers: befarc 
they are out of the reach of all our Warnings 
and Admonitions! How ſhould we preach eve- 
ry Sermon as if it were gur lat, and uſe as 

great Importunity with Sinners as if ir were 
che laſt time we had to plead with them! How 
did it excite Peter Ts #p his\Flock, chat be 
##ew he muſt Spec a put off bis Talarnacis, 
2 Per. i. 13, 14. how: warmly daes Paul 
inculcate his Duty on Timothy, when hedoreiaw 
chat the Time of bis mn departure mas at hand, 
2 Tim. iv. 2, 25 6: And how deeply did it af- 
foct his Heaters, and diſſolve chem jaco Tears, 
when he told them, 7hey mull ſee his face no 
more i xx Ad 38. And ſure you would hear 


Divine Truths would come wich more warm 
powerful Imperſſions on your Hearts, if you 
did ſeriouſly conſider — foreſee how ioon 
Bentk will pur an End to theſe precious Op- 
portunities, end bring your Dey of Grace t a 
| inal Gonclaſion. If 
a few Sabbaths more are paſt, your Opportu- 
nities of Hearing and Reading, and Prayin 

Yue be gone and over for * O — 


what 


will ſodu we Sago * — or ſtop» "ow | 


wir more awful and diligent Attention, and 


you foreknew chat after 


V. Win 


n 
"ml 


; in - 


 what* conſcientious Care would you. redeem 


and uſe thoſe invaluable Seaſons! With how 
profound Reverence, with what a trembling 
Heart, with whar an awakened: Conſcience, 
with how obedient a Soul would you entertain 
thoſe Calls and Offers of Divine Grace, which 
for any thing you knew would never be ten- 


dted to you more! How far would you be 
from putting off our Invitations and Counſels 


with frivolous Excuſes and tedious Delays ! O 
with what . Fervour and Importunity would 
vou pour out yout Hearts in your Prayers for 
Mercy to pardon your Offences, and Grace to 


heal and ſanctify your Natures, if you did ap- 
prehend it probable that this would be the 


laſt Time you ſhould ever have acceſs to the 


Throne of Grace; and that the Sceptre of 


Mercy ſhould be extended to you! O ſet then 


the ſerious Foreſight of Death rouſe us out of 


our Drowſineſs and Sloth. Let it prompt us 


o 


to regard our 1 yl es as an inοπφ 


Tuable price put into out hands, and according- 


ly quicken us to improve them to the beſt Ad- 


vantage. Let it inſpire all our publick and 


ere, hn li 


quicken us tothe greater ſpeed in the diſpatch of 
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H put an End tod all our pre- 
ſent Opportunities ef Mort aud Service; let khis 


On Death. 47 


O let us make uſe of the . of the tle, 


that our Work-may happily Eud with it, ſinco 
we foreſce there is a Night of Darkneſs haſtning 
upon us, wherein no Man can work. Let us, 


whatever our hands now find us to do for the 157 


ry of God, and for the good of others, now do it 
with all our might, knowing there is no Work, 


Grave whither we are going, ix Eccleſ. 10. Let 
not our Work go on with ſo ſlow and dull a pace, 
when our Time paſſes on with ſo winged ſpeed. 
Let it excite us to the utmoſt Diligence in the 
Emprovement of our Talents, ro foreſee that 
Death will ſo ſoon bring us that awful Meſ- 
ſage, Give an Account of thy Stewardſhip, for 
thou mayſt be Steward no longer, xvi Luke 2. 
Our Time of Warfare and Combat, of Labours 
and Sufferings will ſoon be over; O let us be 
ſollicitous to fill it up with all that fruirful Ser- 
vice that will render our great and final Account 


comfortable to us. Let us not give occaſion for 
that bitter Reflexion, My Time is ended, but 
* my Work is undone. I am come to the con- 


e cluſion of a ſnhort Life, but have not yet 


entred upon the main Buſineſs of ic, and am 


„ like to die before I have begun to live to 
0 any valuable purpoſe in reference to my Soul 
L and its Eternal Welfare. EE 
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Ir i is ; better to g0 to ; the ” eg 


inftruive and 


End of all Men, FRET v3" 


f of Mourn- 
ing then to the” Houſe of Feaſting, for 
that is the End of all Men, and the 
Living wilt lay: i to his Heart... 11 55 


* 
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AT © 


Have altady fro Ae words 
made ſume Progreſs on this 
Subject, vix. 
Phat Death, the common End 
of all Meng ſhoulq be often and: 
—_— conſidere by the Living, 
roa thereof ſhould: be very 
- ing to them. N 1 » 


F lave from chis Subject. 718 ns ver th 
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ro a future Lif as tis t 


live i in a State of ſeparation from the e 


State of ſepararioni from theſe ea 


i reference ce 
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1 = Death they, enter into the e 
_— and change their Place as well as their 
5dr living! eren 045 gn 19h 2b) 


pe” By Death they egen a State of be. 
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Reflections upon them. 

L Win our Souls at Death b 


Then, 3-2i> Pat pe” 1a: A 
2 We may e infer: -£ ba) 
rable "out Souls ar 2 00 earthly 
Fot fince tliey can ſubſiſt and fi 
them; and ſince upon their leaving 
earthly Bodies immediately: 'toſe: alf See 
3 —.— and are curtkd ee 4 eſs; . Ae" 
one of Life and Senſation: 80 


e of Scripture. MY 
2 . E 
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e. the. Soul SE is 3 of Pleaſure 
in, Happineſs ot Miſery. What we call 


| aul | \ Ploalures, - are really the Pleaſures that | 
our Souls feel by vertue of their Union with 


this carthly Body; the Body being. only the 
Inſtrument of them, not the Principle that per- 
cetves or feels them. So that the Bod was 
made for the. uſe of the Saul, as the Maron in 


which it was to dwell; and the Tuſtnument of 
its Operat ions in this preſent State of Trial; 


bot. by no means was che Soul made for the 
Body, as if its principal End were only to pro- 
vide for thar. So that. to prefer our odlies be- 
fore our Souls, were to value the Cast more 
chan the Jewel, or the Houſe more than the 
iving Inhabitant, or the meer Inſtrument of 
Senſe and Motion before che noble Principle or 
Agert that makes uſe. thereof, or an organized 
eee. of C before an Immortal Mind, from 
whom i derives all it ſeems to have of Life 


gr Act MN And yet. 2 little is this duly: 


9 


5 che 77585 29 i, Mey hed 
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— —GLE bee 
2. Farther infer, . How. little 1540 Bodies — 
bs our regard and, care in compariſon” 05 eg 
Souts ! |. ates 8115 1 inet qr< 4 cf 

So _— indeed, a8 our Bodies are utefol ou 
ſtrumears to our Souls, tis very fit we ſhould: 
conſult their Welfare and Intereſt. This carth-- 

"Tabernacle muſt be kept up in repair while 
our Souls are lodged in it. We ſhould pro- 


r $a. 


2 for. irs neceſſary ſuſtenance and ſupport; 


and we may lawfully ſo far uſe innocent bodi- 
SA e as they tend to ſit us for the 
earful Service of God. But to poſtpone the 
Eternal Welfare and Happineſs of an Inmortal 
Soul to the poor Intereſts of a periſbable Body, 
which it muſt ſo ſoon; put off by Death, is the 
moſt inexcuſable hei be of Folly. To ſpend: 
all our Thoughts — Time in anxious Cares 


how this corruptible Fleſh ſhall be ears and 
226 and fed, and furniſh'd with 


adorn d, 
all the. pfe Accommodations of this dying 
Animal Tafes py 5 we take no effectual Gare 
how dur Souls thall de beautified with the 
more valuable Ornaments of Divine Grace, or 
how they ſhall attain unte or advance in ſpiti - 
tual Divine Life, or what Proviſion ſhall be 
made for them, when they muſt live ſeparate- 
y. from Eg ow earthly Bodies, is ſuch an In- 
ance. of Stupidity. as would amaze us, if it 


805 re. not ſo common and every where viſible. 
0 


1 what is this but to overlook the moſt va⸗ 
* as well as durable * K our — 
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On Weath. 5x 
il it were unworthy of out Notice and Care! 
And yer, alas! how common is it to ſee Men 
anxiouſſy concerned to avoid whatever may 
hazard their bodily Welfare, while they are 
threaten their precious Souls, and careſeſs of 
ſhunning what moſt apparently tends to their 
Exerual Ruin. They are impatient . 
Diftempers that hazard their bodily" Health an 
Life, and ſpare no pains: and colt in ordet to 
an effeQuat Cure; but they are not affected 
with the far more pernicious Maladies under 
Which their Souls labour, and but can with 4 
ſtupid : Patience ſee them expoſed to the dread< 
ful hazard of dying for ever! And what is 
rhis but for a Man to take great cate of pre- 
ſerving bis Garmeyts, and none of ſaving hit 
Eiſe; to be very ſollicitous co fecure the Ca- 


Enes while he füffscs ciie ineſtimable Jewel co 


33, : 1 4 
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1 On Weath 


2 


turn unto 33 Duſt from whence: i ic e 80 

to prefer it before the permanent Intereſt of 
2 Soul that s deſigned and framed for /mmor+ 
tality! This Fleſh after all thy Pains and 
Care to preſerve and pleaſe it, will turn to 
Rottenneſs and Corruption; and whilſt thou 
for this, neglect the Welfare of a Soul that 


muſt ſurvive: to inherit the moſt unſpeakable 


Happineſs or Miſery, while thy Body is pu- 
trifying in the Grave! Will ſt thou thus irrepa- 
rably loſe and undo thy ſelf for ever, for the 
fake of in 0 e 3 2 No) be 
any part ef thy ſelf, which muſt be trip d 

a8 a deca * 9 and abandon d - a, 
ous Houſe | This is ſuch an Inſtance of Stupi- 
dity and Diſtraction, as no words are 1 2 


Ip tepreſcnt, or Tears: to Ane 1 3 N 


Therefore far ther, OI 


05 FE We may hence infer, 2 hw. Join 


dam it is, for the the Soul to | 
inordinte Love of the Body, which at- Decthii 

bean to live wit burt. 
Fot ndt only will the 8001 5 mec pe Love 
of the Body make the ſe parat ion by Death nore 
grieubus and terrible; but which is far more 
conſiderable, it lays the ſure Foundation of its 
Aurable Miſery in its ſeparated State. For when 
the Soul, by abandoning it ſelf to thoſe low 
earnal- Delights, which the Body is the Iaſtru- 
ment of, is become, as it were, wholly ſenſua- 
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1 lis and Junk into; HFleſb; when its Jpiritual 
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pable of higher Pleaſures, When its 


| aſure Affection 
are thus miſèerably Jebas'd' and brutify d; it can 
be no other than wretched and miſerable in its 
State of ſeparation from the Body. Its vio- 
lent Propenſion to thofe bodily” Pleaſures 
which it can no longer enjoy, © muſt needs 
create in it the Torment of eager but anſatis- 
V Deſires. And for Diviner Joys, it has no 
ſpiritual Palate to reliſn them; they are no 
way ſuitable to its debaſed Affections. Hea- 
venly Delights are too ſublime and pure En- 
tertainment for a Soul that has ſo long wal. 
lowd in the Filth and Mire of impure and 
bruitiſh Pleaſures. So juſtly does the Apoſtle 
repreſent fleſhly Luſts, as warring againſt” the 
Soul, by oppoſing its true Intereſt nd Welfare, 
x Pet. ii. 11. Since then our Souls mult ſo 
ſoon live without the Body, let us habituare 
them now to live above it. Let us be mode- 
tate and ſparing in the uſe even of lawful bo- 
dily Pleaſures, and uſe our utmoſt care to 
prevent their inſinuating into, and gradually 
corrupting our Affections. Let us grow more 
and more dead to thoſe ſenſitive Delights, which 
cer long we muſt forego for ever. For, though 
theſe Bodies ſhall riſe again, yet it will de with 
ſo conſiderable a change in their Ftame and 
Conſtitution, chat they will no longer be che 
Inſtruments of ſuch groſs Pleaſures as thoſe 
preſent Cravings and Appetites. What our 
Hayiour ſpeaks concernitig one ſort af cheſe 
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inferior. Delights 1e ie ce Mere Nerd irtection, 
we may apply to all, There's 'no marrying be 
Es in Marriage; no Eating or Drinking; no 

Feaſting and Revelling there. And ſhall we 


| foffer out Souls to be entangled and immers d 


in the violent Love of thoſe carnal Pleaſures 
Which Death will ſo ſoon for ever divorce us 


from: Or ſhould we not rather learn to die 


to them? Nay, ſhould we not now habituate 


our Souls to mote ritual and higher De- 


lights ? Such as ariſe from our Emprovement 
in Divine Knowledge and Wiſdom, from our 
Progreſs in Grace and Holineſs, from our ad. 


miring Contemplation of the Works and Word 


of God, and from our intimate Converſes 
with him; from the vigorous Exerciſe of our 


gracious Affoctions towards him, and from the 


tacisfying Diſcoveries and lively Reliſh of his 
Acceptance and Love, and from the believing 
Proſpect of his Eternal Rewards. For theſe 
are not only in 'themlelves far more valiable 


2nd-more fatisfying Delights than any of thoſe 


which the Body is the Inſtrument of, but th 


are ſuch Delights as will attend *-thie- "Suh, 
When it ſhall be divorced/from all-ſenfirive ones 


by being diſlodged/from the Body. "Nay; they 
Are Wen Delights as our perfected Spirits will 
be more capable to reliſh, and ſhall more fully 
enjoy in that ſeurated State. Let us therefore 
here get our Souls connaturaliz d to thoſe more 
reſſned aud heavenly Joys, that they may not 
wane ah * — o an 


ee - - 7 own 


, aa ae, oc 


ordinate Delights; as they are now Sharers 
with our Souls in the Commiſſon of Sin, they 


3 „ L 1 vv - or »Vv WF 


T3 
Own: ſpicitual Nature, when all bodily Plea - | 
ſures. ſhall. vaniſh for ever. Nay, let us now 
by a courſe of circumſpect Obedience lay in a 
ſtock of thoſe ſolid Comforts that ariſe from 
the ſweet Reflexions of a good Conſcience up- 
on our ſincerity in the Service of God. Let 
us by the Tenour of an upright Life, ſow 


8 


thoſe Seeds here which will then ſpring up in 


+ 


>& 


everlaſting Peace and. 70%. C 
Nay, I may here add, That thus to mor- 


tiſy the inordinate Love of bodily Pleaſures, 


is not only neceſſary for the Welfare of our 


bur tis alſo moſt conducive to the true Intere: 
of our Bodies themſelves. For if our Bodies 


be deſiled by being abuſed. ro impure and in- 


are like to be Sharers with them in the Puniſp- 
ment of it. If our Souls now abuſe them a 

the Inſtruments. of their corrupt Appetites pie 
Luſts, they ſhall alſo become the Inſtruments 
of their future Torment and Mzſery. Whereas, 
if we now preſerve them, the pure and unde- 


filed Temples of the Spirit of God; if we now 
ante them as. a holy living Sacrifice. to bim, 


y employing them in his Service; if we now 
uſe, the Members thereof as Inſtruments of Rigb- 
dies-to:a:blefſed Reſurrection; we do as it were 


conſecrate them to a happy Immortality. For ſo 


nuch the Apoſtle ien when he, faith, 


On Terath. 


| That if we, 1 the' Spirit, em e ec, 
the Body we ſpall nos; for if the Spirit of 
him that Taiſed up Feſus from the dead dwell bn 
in us, be that raiſed ap Chriſt from the dead, 
will allo quicken bur Borat Bodies through his 
Spirit that dwells in us, viii Rom. 17, 13. For 

at bleſſed Spitit will rebuild his own Temples, 

#hd not ſuffet them to continue always under 
the Ruins of Death. In a word, tis the chief 
Intereſt of our Bodies that we ſhould- ſo uſe 


them vw, that when they ſhall at laſt awaks 


our of the fleep of Death, they may rife not to 
Diſponbur ind Shame, T. ormeut and Miſery, but 
to Glory: and Twcofruption, Immortality and Blef 
fednefs.” And ſuch glorified Bodies will doubt- 
leſs Nonfdetably! eee the Happineſs of 
dur perfefted Spirits, by being enti ely ſubſer- 
vient to their higheſt Operations, and Inſtrui 
ments of more refined and exocHionr Ploafares 
than ſych a grofs earthly” Body can be. N n 
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4. Win our Souls by Death enter A en 


unſeen World; and change their Place as well 
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uche think that dur Souls upon their diſſodg! 
za Front theſe earchly Bodies muſt enter in- 
: "World; may be apt to amaze 
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to the powerful Excitation of our Hopes and 
Fears, in order to our ſecuring the ZZappineſs 
of the one and avoiding the Miſery of the 
other. We had need then of a lively Faith 
to repreſent an unſeen Hell in ſuch convincing 
Evidence as ſhall: effectually warn us to flee 
from that Place of Torment. And we have no 
leſs need Of that Divine Principle 40 preſent 
an unſcen Heaven in that ſatisfying Light, 
that may both engage us in the vigorous Pro. 
ſecution of it, and prepare us for a joyful En- 
trance into it. And as tis by this Faith we 
muſt now live, ſo tis in the Exerciſe thereof 
alone that we can comfortably die. And ac: 
cordingly the excellent Uſe of our Faith in 
referenee to that future bleſſed World, is (as 
one well obſerves): very fitly illuſtrated by the 
place which he ſhould after. receive for an Jule: 
ritauce, be obeyed, and went out, not Huamirg 
whither: be ment, xi Heb. 8. Now Aram 
Teawing his vun Country and bis Father's Houſe, 
does fitly repreſent, our abandoning this 
World, and renouneing all our preſent Poſſeſ- 
fans and Enjoyments, Comforts: and Deligbts in 
it, ſo far as they ſtand in competition with 
the heavenly: Canaan; and his gaing to an un- 

kroum Land that he never ſaw; does as ſigniſi- 
eantly repreſent our chearful Reſignation of our 

Souls to his gracious: Condact, when he leads 
EN e ,,, en . : into | 
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into a World that is to us Wholly; anſeen and 
unknowe. And ſuch a Faith eminently glori- 
ſies God, when it enables us ſo conſidently 
to rely on his Word and Promiſe for the Rea- 
lity and Certainty, the Glory and Happine ſs of 
that ##vi#ble World, that we can joyfully com- 
mit our departing Spirits into his hands, and 
freely quit this World whenever he calls us to 
it, that we may enter on the Poſſeſſion of 4 
//... ß 3ihiogtt am mf 
And indeed, without ſuch a lively Faith in 
the Divine Promiſes concerning that unſeen 
State, our Entrance into it by Death muſt 


needs be uncomfurtable; and we could enter- 


tain no other than dark and gloomy Appre- 
henſions of it. Whereas, if once we are 
throughly perſuaded of that better World, and 
aſſured of our Title to it, we ſhall be as wil- 
ling to die, as an fraclite wearied with a 

tedious Pilgrimage through the W/ilderxeſs,:to 
enter into the-promiſed Land. It ſhould be no 
diſeouragement᷑ that thoſe Manſions above are 
an wiknown Place f Alode; it ſhould ſuſſiae 
us, That our bleſſed Saviour noms them, Who 
is gone to prepare them ſor ut, and will admit 
Dur departing Souls into them. He is the 
2. Hence we may alſo infer, Ho neceſſary. a 
point of Miſdom it is to lay ap Proviſſous and 
Treaſures: in that untnommn Morid into mhichi aur 
Wen een N AT "Fav: and 16h on as 
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oy aaa account this a neceſſary Inſtance of 
ors when we remove from one place to 
another here on Earth. And ſure tis more re- 
quiſite when we muſt enter into a more du- 
rable unſeen State. And accordingly our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour adviſes us, To lay up for our ſelves 
zncorruptible Treaſures. in Heaven, &c. ſuch as 
are ſuitable ro that permanent State, and not 
like thoſe: of this Earth that are both periſh- 
able in themſelves and liable to external Vio. 
lence, vi Matth. 19, 20. And to the ſame pur- 
poſe the Apoſtle Paul exhorts us to lay ap in 
fore for our ſelves a good Foundation againſt 
the time to come, that we may lay hold of Eternal 
Life, i Tim. 6. We may then go the more 


chearfully to the . 7uvifible World, when we 


have an un Br arge ee reſerved __ Ms 
_ there. 5: 
But ob this more anon. 0 Ka 
6135 Hence we may alſo inter, Klas dful 
ey to get the Temper of aur Souls fa to 
that RO World: which! Death ir our ee 


oct we Hopinithy a — Admiſion int; cho | 
unſeen Regions of the Bleſſed , we ſhould 
make it our chief Study that our inward 
Diſpoſitions and Inclinations be, as it were, 
Connaruralix d to tliat unknown: State. But if 
it ſhould be here objected, How can we do 
this, ſince the particular Happineſs thereof is 
in ſo great a Meaſure unknown to us? 1 


: Haber He chat 8 knows it, has in his 


Soſpel 


PR 


60 On Wrath. 


Goſpel nner to us ry Divine — 
Heavenly Qualities that will moſt effectually 
pre pars us for it. And tis not improbable hut 
that many of thoſe Graces, the Exerciſe where 
of is required ſo ſtrictly here, are chiefly uſe- 
ful to train us up for. the Wort and Joys, the 
Employments and Happineſs of our future State. 
He who knows beſt what will make us meet 
for the heavenly Inheritance has condeſcentied 
to inſtruct us herein: And tis every way fit 


that we ſhould comply with his preſcribed 


Terms for the Attainment of that future Bleſ- 
ſedneſs who ſo fully underſtands the Nature 
of it, and what is requiſias co: mn us St 
the Enjoyment ir . 
The ſevereſt Rules of Mortification and; Self 
«nil which the Goſpel: preſcribes, and the 
higheſt Exerciſes of Love to God or Men which 
it requires, and which may ſeem too ſtrict and 
ſublime for this preſent State, ſhould af 
moſt reaſonahle d us, when we conſider 
evidently they tend to frame us for the — 
eee ͥ mhfteiovo intra 


, III. Will our Souls by Death enter e 


their Stare of final Rerribution, upon the end- 
leſs Rewards or Puniſhments of a future Life. 


o ens wo th t er et, idiot 


1 1. We may hence infer, How\ wful-and:fo- 
Jenn a thing it area Bis im on min luearitink 
What We have; repreſented concerning Death 
in;the-former/Heads: does indeed ſhew it to be 


I and 2 3 If we only 
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conſidered it as a Diſſolation 
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ed it ion of this vifible Frame 
of | Nature, and that inflicted as the penal Fruit 
F Sin; if we only regarded it as putting an 


End to all our worldly Enjoyments' and Affairs, to 


all our Seaſons of Grace, and Opportunities of 
Service, yer even this it ſeif makes Death ap- 
pear a Matter of great Moment that ſnould be 
ſeriouſly ponder d. But when we look farther, 
and obſerve the vaſt Conſequences of Death in 
that enſuing Eternity, which tis the Paſſage 
and Entrance into, this gives it a more 4. 


ful Aſpect, and moſt eſfectually convinces us 


how ſolemn a thing it is to die- Tis no 


leſs than for an /mmorzal Soul to paſs from its 


State of Trial and Probation, to its State of 
val Rewards d Peu S erf i „ 3 


1 


that unſpeakable endleſs Flap, ineſs or Miſe; ; 
which their preſent Oboice and Gee has laid 


che Foitdation or They ge to reap! the” 


thoſe" Seeds they have here ſown will ſpring 
up in everlaſting 3 and Joy, or Horror 
che preludium of the general Judgment, by 


which! their: unchingable Pom ad Lot 8 


irreverſibly determined. They enter into the 


Infernal ' Blackneſs and Darkneſs for ev 


| 7. With 
what ſerious Co neern ſhould we then f thi nk 
of thoſe our laſt Moments, in which our S6uls 
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By Death our diſlodged Spirits enter on 
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A unchangabls: Abode 4 
Angels aud glorified Saints, or of Devils and 
damned Spirits, in che heaven FParadiſe, or in 

the Place of perpetual e Ko: die is no 

leſs chan to pats-thro che fireights of Time, 
and launch out into the vaſt Ocean of a hann 

or miſerable 2 mc 2 ſure this N 

appear a moſt ſeridqus and important Matter 

to thoſe eee or conſider what Erer. 

ait means. FFC n [eg Nt 8310 
2. We may h farther e "ks advan- 

Hagen band comfortable, or how diſmal and ter- 

Death ir lite to be :accordingly. as we are 
found Pr pared. or un r for A nn l 

To a holy pre red. Soul, there is nothing 

in natural Death chat ſhould appear very 

grievous. or eig bt ful. Tis true indeed, the 


Diflolution of the Union between Soul and 


Body is in it ſelf an undeſirable Exil which 
our Nature has an innocent Averſion to- But 
o ſuch a one, the chief Sting of Death, (uit 
Guilt of Si exnpoſing us to everlaſting 
Punifpment is: taken Re and the main Bis- 
teruaſt of it removed- Nay, vo ſuch a one, 
| Deoath- ic ſelf is —— eat Advantage; and 
Cain, by being made the Paſſage of the 
lodged Soul inte a State of bleſſed I 


tality. Death puts off its frightful — 


and puts on an amiable Aſpect, When it comes 
to releaſe a Saint ſrom the Miſeries of — 
Wing i ſand: him to e. Happineſs of 
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@n Death. 


our as-heavenly: Father to call one of his Children 
to their everlaſting Home. It does indeed cloſe 
the Zyes of his Body upon all the vain Obzefs of 
Senſe:and Time, büt it opens'2hoſe of his Saul on 
the glotious Objects of an unſeen Eternity. It 


calls him from his Conflicts and Labours, from 


his Work and Service; to his Triumph and Crown, 
to his everiaſting Reft and Neward. It does 


indeed ſnatch — from the Embraces of his 
ſortowful Relations and Friends here below, but 


it conveys him to far mote deſirable and hap- 
py Society above. It ſtops his Ears to all their 
Groaus and Sighe, but opens them to the Ac- 
clamations and 7 riumphs of che heavenly Choir. 

Death tranflates ſuch prepared Souls from a 


—— Wilderneſs to the celęſtial Cauaan; 


from a vue % Tears to the Mauſtons 0 £ Jos 
from 4:forful:defiled World to the heave 
ſatem; into which nothing unclean can onter # 
Nay, from the Communion of the Ch 


and Calami ties from without) to the Commu- 
nion of the pute and ſpotleſs, the Peaceful 
and concordupt heavenly: Community. And 


if Death be attended with ſuch happy Con- 
ſequences, dual ſuch a prepared Soul be afraid 
to die ? Shall ir not rather fromm 
ciſes of Divine Faith and Hope 


or niit. 
the lively 
think with Pleaſure of Dying Even witli the 


like Pleaſure that a Printer" would think of 
a happy Nelegſe, ot a weary Traveler of his 
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Militant ;: (ſo clouded with Corruptious and 
Diviſſons from within, and with Perſecut ions 
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On the other hand, Death may well ap⸗ 
peat diſmal and terrible to unprepared: Souls: 
And chat not only becauſe Death deprixes 
fuck of all thoſe momentany Enioyments and 
A os. Ag 
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| ;;bux. eſpecially as it is the Ialet af ak 
nal ies. | To a —_ * 5 
—— is the: grim evans iD Yu 
robe ng — his. awful 
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Malres bo ſuch a on an iunwelcome Separation 
indeeds when it ſends his Boch eto abẽe | Graves 
and lodges: his: Suu (in the Friſos of e 
3 — mg — ay tom whe 
ity and per the L umptnpus\ Hoph of 
1 —— nd remedileſs Miſery. 
Tis to exchange the Falliiy aud Sports, the 
Paſtimes and RNevelling of a ſenſual Life here, 
for — and — 2 and gnaſbing of Teeth 
: _ 'Tis to be ſent aan the a.” of 
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of od vo Tow "this 3 
Waes of à dreadful Eternity. Even choſe that 
will ariſe from the-:grawings of the Marm that 
reer dies, and the d ** the — 
King of ii Terrors.-indeed: o ſucks —— 
Sinners. And that it does not ſo to many of 


them (who die as ſtupid and ſenſeleſs as they 


have ved) is becauſe wretched Vubelief or 

Inconfileration' bas elo d heir Eyes, from-che 
their Minds are — che Power bo Solf-flars 
tery aud Deluſion. Whereas, if they had a 
ht of the terrible Conſequences 
of natural Bpathe, if they ttuly undeaſtond 


what'#: ons Emils they: have to: fear; white 
they. have ing good to hope for. they could 
never Wool. Deaf in the Face without an ap 


ade Coantenoure and trembling Heart : The 

uf dying would: fill — . — 
Convulſicns und Horro s,\ Amazement and Af. 
faighe. Fer, ro them, Deach is the utter Bx 
tinttim of Miitheir Fips, andthe: e 
endleſs Deſpair- - 6. 14 QA eee 
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| mfortable 
and H Death muſt be the teſult of a holy 
and well-ſpent Liſe. Thoſe are beſt prepared 
10 die, ho have by a, cburſe of gpright and 
ftuitful- Obedience laid in a Stock ef com 
fortable Reflections thereon in their liſt” Mo- 
ments. Thoſe are like to die with che high 
elt Triumphs of inward Joy and Peace, whe 
. e the heſt account of the Emproverhene 
Their 


3 


Conſcienees bear the fulleſt: Teſtimoriy+to theit 
Sincerity and godly Simplicity; thoſe thar can 
ay, with Hetekiah, Remembe, „O Lordi bow 1 

have walled before; thee with d perfect and u 

Zur Heart, und done; thut which 45: good in f. 


b bave. fraght a good. Fights I have finiſhed: my 


laid en fen me . Crom e, \Righteouſnef/ry Ste. 
eee tarrehing Far, bur with comfort dn 
i Hu 9 s noh learn to /ive as we 
COME. ©, diet For bleſed dre thoſe Drau that 
dis in, gde. Rord. that reſi from thee Labvirs; 
aud heir Works follow tbem akon 
_ +\'Lerythen; our Life be ſuch a /abotions g. 
vicey of, God, as may give us a. comfortable 
Proſpect of entting by Death into that ever 
laſting Reſt thut remains fo bis Pep le; Let 
us make thoſe god Mortt our principal Study 
and Baſineſs, Which will "follow as into the 


; | 2 „ 2 


ir paſt, Time and Life. Thoſe Whoſe 
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enrinu; Serenity and Joy in our frequent 


view of them. "Tab us neh /ive the Life of the 


1580 ghtcous that we thay alſo ie bis Death, and 


2 latte, Bud be like hi For, alas! Ind other 
Prepatation without thſs can ge us any ſolid 
or clear dr of: joyful and triumpliant 
Hope. For What reaſonable Expectation can 
he have of a þlevrifut*Farveſt that has never 
| fown:the Secu Or he of 2 glorious\Grown that 
has never:vawquifhed his ſpiritual Enemies? Or 
be of Admiſſion into his Maſter s Foy that has 
made no g ement” 6. bis Talenty's No more 


can we = 


deeply | —— of — 
8 of oth — and delude rhem- 
ſelves with a vain and pernicious Hope, that 
though they have Iived ill, they may yet lie 
well; ghoughithey have yielded no ffucere Obe- 
dience to God, they may yer inherit the re- 
compenſe of it. What ſhould we think of a 
Steward that ſhould have no better Account to 
ſive than. * 
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thy Goole) have ders abe zerd and Teens t. 


many "Thouſands rely upon; and if it will not 

aſs at the Bar of God (as tis moſt unrea- 
enable to expect it ſhould) they are undone 
and miſerable for ever. O let as then learn 
fo to improve this State of Trial, as thoſe that 


foreſee, that when Death puts an End to it, 


we ate like to reap the Fruits of our 


and Slot b, or Diligence and Care in a ap * or 


Miſerable Eternity. 
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SERMONIV. 
| On Death, 


. N e 


vii . 2. 


It is better 70 go to the Houſe of Mourn- 
ing then to the Houſe of Feaſting, for 
| that is the End of all Men, and the 
NE will lay it to bis Heart. | 


A HE RE are but two Things re- 

Ck lating to Death, that I h 

l facther conſider. - | 

And thoſe ar, _— 

18 V. The Certainty of Death, as 
the unavoidable End of all Men. 4 

VI. The Time of its coming · 


Ü begin with the former of the. vx. 
V. N be Certainty of Death, as the aue. 


able End of. all Men. 


And this is a Truth which you will all Þ 


_ readily acknowledge, that to attempt any la- 


borious Proof of it is as | needleſs as to go 
about to prove that the Light of the day will | 
oy n by the Darkneſs of * night. The 


4 Te living 


EFA ͤ •ůmmdmmh̃ a e-ẽm9mꝶimmꝶmꝶmꝶ s 
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ing) £ bs 
— Wan 3 8 
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n re 4 4 MERE, * 13 o SIG 


ITY the wiſe Mai, i Bert rene 
that "rhey Pall die. hey tuo t, not only 
from 7 e Revelativu,® thar = us, 715 


por pred for all Aen once to are; ix Heb. 27. 
at God da cee. That the K Reign of 
1055 ber che Race of Mankind hall be as 
Aide 2 as that of Sin has been e 
oe ofe two rare "Inſtances of Exemption fr 
ar” Femence. wiz. Enoch and Elias, which 
om of God chought fit to make, to 


Tumorrality) but alſo from the univerfh 
lebatofted Experience” of all: Ages. 80 fr 
none ate ſo vain as to expect that they ſhall, 
by 4 Peculiar , Favour and Priviledge, be ex- 
feb from go: abe way of all the Earth, and 
becoming Art gk 
Grube. © Moſt indeed ate pro 0 flattert rhem- 
felves win the ape ct of Joni Life; but 
nan ate fo fooliſh as to expect th y alt iure 
on — Earth for ever. Even thoſe that put 
and tlie Tibughts of it the! fartheſt 
3 nen, yet know it will come, and cht 
What is 2% End of al! Men will be Pherrg allo. 
g e e e Where their Fathers Und Aure- 


> a oer long be gathered" te ben, 'and 
5 «ther Be enroDed us free amo rhe" Dead. 
— 185 erations, can admit of no doubt, 

Tt chts* Genetation will 'alfo'paſs'ofÞ the Stage, 
And male way a 2 on ant 


i act 


4 


ener us in the Faith and Hope of a 1 — 


the 7 ed and Sp of tue 


ons before them; ſoreſsc alſo that 


often tread upon” the Duſt '6f | 
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jeretdable) Lot of. all. Mankind 1 , Not. we /are, 


patt of our; frail Conſtitution : Nor. we, ith; 
in he frequent and e 2 ; of. our 0 


parti til eee of Time and TC | 
ths fr mall be cloſed 8 

that ate Almeſt daily neee with th 
Tidings, oz with' the. Speftacles. of- Mortali ity, 
ſhould be ſtupid” and ſottiſn indeed, af ; w 


| ſhould think our Turn and Change would. 555 
ver come, and Death would ,NEYET, knock a 


_ Door. No, we Know, there is 10 El „ 
ge in that Var; theie is no Sheild ca de- 
"us. from the fatal Stroke of that e 
— He has a Cummiſion from God, the great 
Diſpoſer and Tord ef Life, the Execution 
whereof no human Power can reſiſt, when F 
gives the Order, Return to the. ee e Chil 
dren of Men, lxxxx Fſal. 3. When thi s grim 
Purſevant of Heaven is ſent to fereh, the g great- 
eſt of, earthly Potentates from off the Throne; 
their | Perſons. ate no longer irviolalle; ce 
ſwellivg Titles and formidable Power are no 


Protection from his Arreſt, and their ſtrong geſt 


Gaards\ cannot reſcue them out of his. 5 | 
Ancd if thoſe earthly. gods muſt yet die. as "Mews 
if cheir Breath muſt 2 Fortby who 7 
toſbe excuſed ms oh common. me * 
en e 20; backward tom t 


that carry the Seeds of Morta licy 1 in ey 


of ics final «Difſolezie; 2 5 TO ay e 
ga for granted, That yon 11 own it f or * 


ee 


ko ry Certainty;>rhat, you pr Ang, 


O-thar I could as eaſily perſuade you to en, 


& and improve, às to on ſo certain, 
am ſo awful a Truth As. this is, 20 brig 
But before I make any practical Ref Refl exions 
Wed I ſhall ꝓrocred to offer ſomething con · 
cetning che laſt Thing a to. be con- 
fidered in Death, vi. Ke 100% 10 
VI. Ibe Time of its eee 1 
And in reference to that, 3 are three 
"Things wy wh; 6 deſerve aur Tanke e 
VIR«.. PE 
N 7 he Titre: of our | Death fal under. the 


Determination: * qa. a. r Diſpaſer. ove 


Lard of Liſe. 
--;Secondly, 1 will come fa den whey protraied, 70 
the longeſt ordinary Date. e 


Thirdly, . wah) come much ſou rs being 20.45 
wholy uncertaiu. Of each of t ſe briefl 71 
Firſt, The Time of our Death. Falls nder the 
Determination of God, the, TG Diſpaſer, aud 
Lord of Life. N. N KA ng 


Andi indeed, tis ev ry way fit that be, fr from 
Life, | 


whole. ns 2 2 8. * derive Our 

Y nis ereign rovid IC mt 
the Limits of it; and that we —— 
this Marid. by his particular Order, by 
wWhoſe Pleaſure me game into ik. And. a0 
cordingly, Feb. tells us, That Mans days. are 
determined, abe number. of bis Months. are 
Cod, that he has ee 
cannot puſe, 6 e And 8 


e TOA oe not 


ted hir . that be 


eel Mind uae no oaeoWwWmst wi no %q—ucn—u ao Fj yay jj RR  QqQ Him = NSD . 


r 


e N 


D 


hs 4 Aras; 
not bis 2 40% lite the days of an Hireling? vii 
Job 1. And I ſee no good reaſon, why thoſe 
and ether parallel Palleges ſhould be thought 
to mean no "more; than that God has in ge- 
neral ſet ſome Bounds to human Life, but not 
particularly find thoſe of - every Mans Life. 
For what Fob here ſpeaks is as applicable to 
every particular Man, as x0 Mankind in general, 
and tis particularly apply d by the Plalmiſt to 
himſelf, when Speaking to the God of his 
Life, be faith, My Times are in thy band, xxx 
Pſal. 15. And 12 ſtrange that thoſe who own, 
An no Man does actually die but by God's 

Diſpoſal and Appointment, ſhould yet deny 
that the Time of Mens death is fix d by His 


8 Time ee 


ſevereign Decree; as if they thought God's 


providential Adminiſtrations were not the Exe- 
cution of his wiſe and juſt Decrees; when the 
Seripture ſo plainly tells us, He worte al 
things" according to the Counſel of bis om Wills; 
and known to I are all his Works from the 
Peginning, #Eph. 11. And tis but a weak Ob- 
jection againſt this Truth, That if the Term 
of every Man's Life be determined by the De- 

cree of God, no Man can do any ching to 
lengthen or ſhorten it: For this ſuppoſes — 


Decrees of God to be a ſort of Aim Fate, nat 


the e- of a br e Agent, to Whoſe all- com- 


oy who'has's due regard to the glory of lis 
own Nutute . — in all his Deter- 
3 5 minations 


To 


ing Eye all ſuture Events are open, 


e Jl ene . 8 mean 


by Unconditional Decrees, ſuch a Bind Pare 1 


know no Chriſtians'thar affert any fach. - He 
that decreed concerning this or chat p 
_ or dereinful Man, that he Poul not l 
bis days} had a regard t 
an hie in chat Determination.” | 80 — 
God's having determin d the Time, and foid 
the Period of every Man's Life, can be no rea- 
ſonable Temptation to any Man to neglect rhe 
ordinary means of pteſerving it, ot raſhly''to 
expoſe it to unneceſſary hazards. Tis no way 


inconſiſtent with this Truth, That (as the 


Seriptures ſpeak, iii Prov. 16.) th ef d 

FITS — rs right band, and by EY 
ward' of Piety, 7; he fear of the Lord prolonging 
them, X Prob. 27. And that on the contrary, 
The Tears of the Wicked ſhall be ſportut, x 
Frou. 47. Many are acceſſary by their own 
Fices to their own unte Heath, and by 


that 


we/ can infer no * from: thences 1at 
gent Mans) he: — al 
 Rewiardiof his- Obeditnte'; and when hel pur! 
poſed? to cut off any particular Sinser in klie 
mdG'of: his dae, he He etermined to do ſo 28 4 
Puviſbment-of his Withedneſs; 03) 5 219 1019) 
We muſt chen tohfider tke ſovereign Power of 
Bi ard Deatb, as ledged in the bands of chat 
Heck le whom ve "Thus us de, au have" ur 
COLT CIT - N Being. 


„ ee dees sd 


their Zuremperance and Tuſt, ot ocher Wicket. ; 
ne, become their own wiful' Muruerert. For 
: to UW i aa 


14 


Being,” [Tis \be hit" ET Wes ee ; 

4 by} his (Gaily): Vifttation" preſerves: our Sp 
ut; and if he hne his fact oy are troubled j 
. a. ame our Breath (by ſuſpending his 


own quickning Iaflux) we die aud return to ou 


Dult, iv Talg He that hias appointed the 
BY 2 — F oer federn! Huub itaftbne, has allo de- 
nec "rhe: Times” 6f our Der ene E | 


the © of the Spirits "all Rleſt;" 8 
determine how. Spirits mall die oe a | 
ar in theſe * earth Tabernacles, and 70 br er 
When our Di Pall return to ibe Barth ag if 
Wag and Our writs to him that gave „ 
xii Eceleſ. 7: In a word, he is rhe Soverigs 
arbiter, of Life and Heath. SI: a 48 * Foes * 
3, Secondly,” 7he Time of our Death will come 
foon' . phen protrafted'! to the longeſt” ordinary Did 
For as the Providence of God has ſer Bounds 
o the Life of Man in general; fo thoſe Bawnds 
fave been for many Ages much narrower than 
they were: at 155 delore the World came tu 
conſiderabl d wich Inhabirants: We 
| hai" e the Flood, Met huſalems Life 
extended. te Nine Hundted Sixty Nine Years; 
and after the Flood, both 'Azphaxad and Sa 
liyed to Above Four Hundred ahd Thirty Vedts. 
Bur as in thoſe that ſucceeded them, we ſm̃d a 
ſenfible and remarkable decreaſe" of their Neat 
to Tue Hundred; and to One Hundred an,ũjs 
odd Years, (for Abrabam s Ap War" Dubs One 
Hunted ing nn d by 


Fa 
* 7 * 
8 55 i « Of ” IS 


on 70g N inceieth.Plalm Was, penn nd ber hinge 68 
Title bears) the ordinary Age of Man was 
reduced. within a much zarrower. compaſs. For 


(ith the infpirecl Pfſalmiſt) the rs of. Fog 


Tears. are threeſcore ars and tan; an 


nenſon of ſtrengths they. le fourſcore.Te ears. yet # | 


their-ftrength, labour and. Jarrow a. fan 5. 

1 2. away. an . ig gone, XXX. (at. 10. And 

this, Experience; tells 285 hate DER 
| the 


in > chnſand: c Pu W not. only. 


Moor 125 wil Lvl l ok 8 the 12 hf 


_ is 2a e to an 5 12 is 
an znvifible Faint to a bedr 
an imperceptible Moment to more than Million 


ages But even well he chooſe the 


it, 87 "On 7 made 8 wp 


Pfak;. * a 
aut. to the gre 


ee eee 


IL. very 


hat is 


y eſt. of. Meaſures..to. eee e 


eee 


Seesen eren sac e 


accelerared: by their ſpread: ails, and by theo 


aware, 
ing:Infirmiciesof-our. dedlining: 
us, / that oui frailsNature is tending àpace to 


1 _— and. ir Hed be moſt inokcuſable _ 


Qn Meath. 79 
heæxx Hal. 5 ro. „o hat the- e is 
not very great and conſiderable, between our 
utranct on the Stage at our Birth, and out 
xit by Death; and we have but a Sort part 

to a> chereon. Our Cradles and our Tomb 
ſtand. not ſo fat aſunder as we are apt to 
ent them. And if the ordinary duration 

of Life be ſo ſhort, How near may the moſt 
of us account Death to be, after fo many Yeats 
of Life elapsd, even ſuppoſing woithoutd 
reach ro the utmoſt uſual Extent of it Ho 
are bur days ſwifter then a Poſt; How do they 
paſs away as the ſwifr- Ships.( whoſe motion 


advantage of Wind Tide) and ar the Baglt 


2 re ix Fo&2 53:26:12 Wich 


cedy and rapi Ds Motion are we carried 
Stream of Baue „ſo quickly muſt all 
3 indo the Occas of a boundieſs 
Brernity i Me farc ſooner feel the Higout = 
and Strength of Manhood, but e re Wer ar 
grey Hains ſteal upon us, and the . 
Age admoniſh' | 


ins appointed Diſſolution. So that to all, 
us Death will got only cerrainiy but ¹-!jẽꝘ 


har 3 Day fan 7 
ſol — — had! ſoon it may. 1 R 
de ve wonder "ie ſhould be: fo; n, er 


ic great: Lord of - 
navts at all in ds — of Clay, a 
not promiſe our ſelves one Day s longer Poſſe. 
fon of ir. We may be turned out in an hours, 
geek en Warning. —_— Kana. 
Death carries — age afſoon-as they 
—— upon it, and cloſes —— 
— — Bebolu the Light. Many are thur- 
ried fr — abe r 
— in 3s Wr * i 
2 e — bow are 
pd aſſoon as begin to. ſoot, 
bes 1 Hopes conceived — 
diſappointed. How r ſurprixeu 
their: Yigour and Str — 
but irre 2 Stroke! 
beheld in the arg. like the:flawniſding 
in its Herulure and. Pride, we ſee in the Even 
5 N down and withered, lxxxx Pals. 
Our rail Liſe maybe deſtroyed by a thauſand 
_ "which no. human Wiſdom — 


mera e but Vritule Con- 

ſtizuripn, and Na rg a farel-Aflault.upon 

us ones We leaf —— WTO 1 
| an 


that 1 


—_ inall: the fone» 


F-Y LE ITY eie eden een EIT 


1 141 ; 101 . grew et 1 

udden V —— cha defies all — 
— human Art and Skil to ftem*the 
Foree of. So tlhiat he; whom! now we ſee in hi 
full Strength, at eaſe and quiet, is Breafts 
fulinof Mul, d . Bonet moiſten d within. 
— Job 2 3 14%, we may fee the next Day, 


e next Hour . greaning under ae 
f gglin n 


no e is) any fecurſty 6g 

otection from the ſudden Arreſt of Dettht, 
e f Biſe we are in PeuthI Ae ie 
with come certainly,” and ſhortly, fo it may e 

FP. iſurprixing manner; the ert 
Don che gert Hur! or Moment; © del * 2 
21x remains chen, rhat we tasse! fore Practi⸗ 
androidable Cerrainry of Death, 08 ine 


S131 e e £16k rd an " 


{3 who fo feldom rbink of H 
EY > ver ably” "and 10 
Hyde, WIN e 
N die" And 8 
Follyi then fs it; to:ovefiooks ſd Impörtant ant 
9 20 ge When tis fo Jus BHI 8 b 


Conter and Neceffiry:to eee, 
ee ee be dely progrtil” 


N * 


82 On Death. 
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as: as. Death finds us in 2 — 
2 unprepared Poſture. Now, nothing does fo 
_ effecually, promote our ſerious. Preparation. for 
Deb, AS the frequent and ſolemn Fore-thoughts 
of it. And nothing does more effectually. 
tempt us to the ſtupid N eglect of neceſſary 

Preparation, chan the careleſs or wilful Forger- 
fulneſs of it. So that no Man can live as he 
Et, that does not often remember and confider 
that he miſt die. I have already ſhewn, 

to ow great Purpoſes the. Contemplation 1 of 
u, in its own Nature, in its procuring 
Cauſe, in its reference to this Life and ar | 
to come, may be emproved. Bur, alas! we ſhall. 


never reap theſe excellent Inſtructions from. | 


that Kuiclal and affecting Saga with we have 
it not often in out Eye. 1 
But how much more bie is it not to 

i think of Death when the important Chung is ſo 
wear, as well as ſo ſure / If indeed, our Life 1 1 
ed, like that of the ancient antedi 
Patrianc lis to Seven, or Eight, or nine Hundred Lt: 
Years,” it were leſs: wonder, if we ſhould, in a 


great Meaſure, caſt off the Thoughts of Beath, ith 


and put that Evil Day far from us: But when 
the; Ferm of Life 43 now ſo; ſhort, When co 
mast of us a conſiderable part of rhat Term 
is already expired, and a few'Years are all we 
can expect, ſhould our Days be protracted to 
the utmoſt uſuab date; for us, Tay, very ſel- 
7 1 een the ſerious Thoughts of 
ing; ny, tather ſtudiouſ Ray ſhun or baniſh 


2 fk 
LIES "9 e we * 5 8 
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them, is afomſting Stupidity. We 7 not uſe 


"of Death. : | 83 


ro forger any important makes celating ro, this 


Life, when we apprehend that they wi | quick- ? 
ly come to paſs. On the contrary, we often 
revolye them in our Thoughts that we may 


not be ſurpriæ d unprovided for them. 


But of how much greater Moment and Con- ; 


ſequende is Death, the Concluſion of Life, th: an 


any of the various Events of it? How much 
more are we concerned in what will befal. us 


when we die, than we are in any ching that can a 


happen to us while we live] And ſhall we then 


— hee? forget our latter End, when, We are 
making ſuch ſwift Abe towards 


| it i half Berg. be ſo far from our T houghts, 


| when, in Poiit of Time, it can be at no Steak 


diſtance from us? 


thing we Know, we may die /o oon. 


What, ſhall we be forgetful | of Death, w who. 8 


daily meer wich ſo many chings to eine 


and wark” us of it > 7 we that d aily 1 
the ſorrow ful Tidings of rhe N of othrs, 15 


871 lie inſenſſble or our own? Shall w 


have ſo many Spectacles of Morkalit e 
preſented to our Eye, 1 e Ly 


lence” of che Night, neyer remind 
obſcurity 'andl filence of the Grave? 


Shall, 
that 10 often uncloth our ſelves, forget fy 


— * 
1 „ 
* 2 


and 


Bur aboe all, tis the moſt amaz int Star "ml 
dity to hilt fo ſeldom of dying when 5 = 5 


make any 
Reflexions ot our own? Shall the darkneſs. 5 5 


I 
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time, Waco we muſt Put of theſe mortal Bodies, | - 
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and our naked Souls enter into an awful Eter- 
nity ? Shall the withering. Plants and Flowers 
we ſo often look upon, never read us an in- 
ſtructive Lecture concerning the IJaſtability and 
Vanity of human Life > Shall we, that ſhe ſo 
many drop and fall on our right and left band, 
and ſome of thoſe ſo much more likely to ſur- 
vive us, never once think that our turn will 
ſhortly come? Nay, do we that daily ſtand upon 
the brink of the Grave think ſo ſeldom of our 
deſcending into it > Is Death already laying 
Seige to us, and attacking our Outworks, ſeizing 
an Eye, an Hand, ot Foot, and ſhall we forget 
that we muſt ere long become the Congueſt of 
that our laſt Enemy > Shall ſo manifold Di- 
 flempers and Maladies., like violent Storms, 


a 


| ſhatter the crazy Yeſſels of our earthly Bodies, 
and ſhall. we not be apprehenſive. of that 


hey are ſo certain Preſages of > Shall we ſec 
theſe ee and not conſider that the 


4 


King ef Terrors 15 at hand! O marxellous 


and inexcuſable Folly, chat Man, while ſur- 
rounded with ſo many and ſo lively Monitors 


— 
— 


el Neath, ſhould ſo little remember and think 
chat be maſt die e bee ies 
e r 
Serosa), I would. draw more particular 
 Toferences from each of theſe Heads, And 
From the 'ynavordable Certainty of Death, 1 
A ˙ irnas 3» 5 
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what a dreadful Height it encreaſes, 


"On Death: — 17 


I. If we ale certainly and Fh die, 
we may here ſee ſomething of the Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, as well as Fuſtice of God in this rigors” 


ous Conſtitution and e 

We may ſee ſomething of the crevtentious 
Juſtice of God. And of this I have 'already 
ſpoken, when I conſidered, Hom Death. Comes 
zo be the End of al Men. 

1 ſhall therefore, at preſent, ch Fey Rog 
the mixture of Wiſdom and Goodneſs with the 


Juſtice and Severity of God, in his einn 


all Men once to die. 

For not to alledge, how impoſſible it were 
to preſerve Mankind ' Zmmortal in this State of 
Sin and Corruption, without a continued Series 
of Miracles; and how incongruous it were that 
our Life ſhould be e in a State ſo wretch-. 
e and miſerable, as chat of this preſent World. 


Not to inſiſt on theſe Conſiderations, I ſhall 
Wk ſuggeſt, that tis every way molt ſuitable. 


my e great Ends of God's Government, that 
Har Present State ſhould be Mortal, and that 


both i in reſpect of the Wicked and the Roghrevis.. 
Im reſpect of the Wicked. * 
For if we duly conſider the de led: Dez = 


neracy and Corruption of human Nature, 


and 0 
1 exi- 
dent, chat nothing can effectually cbeck the 
exorbitant Luſts of the moſt, or prevent be 
pernicious Effects thereof, but the cut me 1 
off. Even the Wiſdom, of. human Governments. 


"Ir neceſſary by capital Puniſhinents to re- E. 
G3 | more”! 


* 
I 
2 4 
— * 0 3 nn, 
FFP ²˙ LXÄI——ͤ—P— ANNE TC . 2 . 7 Ce AAA 
: p e 
n „ 
8 N —_ 2 , 
4 en . 2 8 4 
— = 
* * 27 


| Tr...... — — — 
move ſuch from human Society, that while 
they live would be the Peſts of it. So did the 
Wiſdom. of God ſee it meet ro waſh away the 
abominable Fickedneſs of the old Worſd, by 
bringing a Deluge on the defiled Inhabitants 
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of it. Nay, fer this End, he ſo often ſends 
c 


geſtructiye Judgments (ſuch as the Sword, the 
Peſtilence, and the Famixe) on the Earth, that 
he may, by. them, leſſen the numbers of ſuch 
 profligare Offenders, and warn che reſt, and 
by theſe Monuments of his Juſtice, teach the In- 
habitants of the World righteguſueſs. And if 
(as one well obſerves) the World, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe Reftraints, be ſuch a Bedlam, ſuch 
an Emblem of Hel, what would it be if it 
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On Death. 87 
of Hell for Miſery as well as Wickedneſs, as 


would render it a very undefirable Place to 


live in, and much more unlikely to enjoy com- 
pleat Felicity in. How could the Righteous 
enjoy undiſturbed Bliſs, when the terrible In- 
ſlances of Vengeance on the Wicked ſhould be 
every Moment preſented to their Eye, and 
their Ears filled with the Shreiks of tor- 


mented Offenders. So that thete ſeems a ne- 


ceſſity of the Righteous and the Wicked being 
ſeparated, in reſpect of their Place of Abode, 
in order to their receiving ſuitable Rewards 
and Puniſhments. And ſure it ſhould be an 
abundant allay to the Thoughts of Death in 
the Righteous, when tis made the Paſſage into 
a more glorious Immortality, and only removes 
them from this Earth to tranſlate them into the 
heavenly Paradiſt. What, though in Adam we 
all die, when through Chriſt we al hope to 
live again! What, though by Man, Death came, 
when through Man comes the- Reſurrettion of 


the Dead What, though Death hath thus 


reigned by one, over all his defiled Race, 

when we khar receive abundance of Grace. 0p 
the gift of Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in Life by 
one Feſus Qbriſt, v Rom. lt. 
II, Muſt we fÞ certainly die, then we may 
infer, ſom much it is our Wiſdom to make our 
effeFual Preparation far Death, bur firſt and.ear- 
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© And that not only becguſe of the extreme 
hazard of delaying it (of which I may have 
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occaſion to ſpeak aſterwards) but chiefly: be- 
cauſe fuch an early and eſſectual Preparation 
for Death is the moſt effectual means to pre- 
vent the tormenting Fear of it, and ſupport us 
under the certain Proſpect of it. For really did 
but Sinners duly conſider the inevitable Cer- 


tainty of Death; did they as ſeriouſly ponder, 


as they undoubredly know they muſt die, che 


awful Thoughts hereof would haunt them 


vrhere· ever they go; they would daſh all their 


carnal Pleaſures with a bitter Tincture, and 
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Poaleneſs and Terror, his Foints- with trembling, 
and his #eart with more terrible Comroalffons 
and. Fears V Dan. 6. Ho are ſueh ſurprized 
when (as one well ſpeaks) Death comes in vieiv, 
and ſhews his Scythe, anil only afew Sands at the 
bottom of the Glaſs. And yet ſuch Conſterna- 
tion and Fear would be the continual Enter: 
tainment of Sinners, if they did but, as they 
ought, conſider the Truth of their Caſe,” Thar 
they muſt -wnavoidably' die, and yet are abfo- 
lutely axprepavedFfor ii: warty 
How much then is it our Wiſdom to prepate 
for Death betimes, ſinee then we may upon 
reaſonable and ſolid grounds live without re 
tormenting Fear it, even though we foreſee 
its certais approach. He does not live like a 
conſiderase Man, | that lives without the ſerious 
Fore-thoughts and Proſpett of Death. And he 
only can entertain ſuch a Proſpect of it nit bon 
Terror and with rational: Comfort, who is habi- 
tually prepared to die, who has ſecured his peacs 
with God by 2 ſincere and penitent Return to 
him through Jeſus Chriſt, and who is by his 
ſanctifying Grace made meet for a bleſſed Im- 
mortality. And what need he fear, that is 
nor, upon ſolid Oonſideration, afraid tb die? 
And how evidently does he moſt truly emo 
the deſirable Comfort of Life; who is thus raisd 
above the anxious and tormenting read of 
Death j. So: miſerably are thoſe miſtaken that 
look upon the early Thoughts of Death, and 
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care of providing for it, as if it were a tor- 
menting themſelves before the Time. Whereas, 
thoſe only lay the ſtable Foundation of as hap- 
y a Life as can be expected here, who take 
o effectual a courſe to be ſecured againſt the 


moſt terrible of all preſent Evils, nay, to 


whom Death it ſelf is. apprehended as a ſafe 


Retreat from all the Calamities and Miſeries of 
this Life, and Iulet into the perfect Felicity of 
a better. Whereas, to Sinners, under the bit- 
rereſt Afflictions of this Life, Death it {elf 
2 alone could relieve them) is far more 
dreadful, as it conſigns them to a State of Mi- 
ſery and Woe unſpeakably more diſmal and re- 
medileſs. If then we muſt die, let us betimes 
begin to live as we ſhall wiſn we had done 
when we come to die; and then our Life will 


not be embittered with the Apprehenſions and 


proſpect of this inevitable neceſſity of dying. 
III. Muſt we certainly die, we may then 
ſee, Tis 4 matter of , wiſpeakable importance and 
Since we muſt dit, whether we will or no, 
nothing concerns us more than to be ſecured 


againſt whatever is #errjble. and frightful, and 


to be aſcertained of whatever may bè a comfort 
and advantage to us in Death. Since this vaſt 
and awful Change wil come, we had need ſee 
that it be to us a happy and joyful, not a diſmal 
P ainns, rope aae-/ 
)) Bo 56 aided imo? Loavior 
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But 7 bad IT to e ſome- 
ching of this kind before, I ſhall nor now en- 
large upon it. 

IV. Since Death is ſo certain and — 
able, This ſhould me our over-valuing of this 
preſent Life. 

For ſince tis a Life we muſt certainly forego 
ſome time or other, it ought not to be over- 


reſts that refer to a bleſſed. Immortality. We 


that muſt part with it, ſhould think it no 


great matter to loſe it the ſooner, for ſecuring 


the Happineſs of Life Eternal whenever we 
are called to it. We that muſt die ſhould be 


ſo far from repining to die in the cauſe of 
God when he requires it, as rather to account 
that to be a peculiar Honour put upon us, that 
we may die as the Witneſſes of his Truth. 
But becauſe rhis Argument is the ſtronger 


„ 


of 8 Life, I ſhall not enlarge __ it. 
ut, 


may. draw ſeveral Inferences. As, 
Firſt, From the Time of our deaths falling 

2 72 the Determination of God, the great. Dif- 

6 er and 2 251 ife, we may infer, 


I. T. his ſho eſs. in __ all inardi- 
nate Fears of . 5 . 
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b Minds, under all the Uncertaintics and Ha. 
FO chat gur frail Life is expoſed to, Thar 
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rated, or ſet in the Ballance againſt any Inte- 


on ſuppoſition of the brevity, and Uncerraingy; 


From the Tre when Death. will come, we 
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Goodneſs in the management of 


ſues and Eſcapes from Death' dv Belong, Ixviit 


Pſal. 20. We are ſure, we ſhall never die, bur 


when he pleaſes; ;* If the hairs ef our head are 


#umbred'by him, much more are 1 bhe days of our 
lives, fo that we may be ſure of living as long 


as he has ny Work or Service for us to do; 
and that is as long as we ſhould deſire, his 


Service being the only valuable End we can 


live for. We ſhould therefore, with chearful 
Confidence, reſign our ſelves to his Diſpoſal, 
being chiefly concerned that he may be magni- 


fied in us, whether by Life or Death, and that 
in the one or the 1770 we may be accepted” by 


bim. See 2 Cor. v. 8, 9, Oc. 
II. 7hrs Confideration ſhould reftrain all fe. 


piuing Thoughts at” the death ; 4 aur Relations 


and Friends. 
Tis fit that he bald diſpoſe: of 7 as he 
pleaſes, who is the abſolute Lord of Life aud 
Death. He has à higher Right and 


mür at What he does, is either to Zi/pure"that 
Right,” or to arraign his N dom, or Fafice or 

t 
Dominion and Power. And we, 'thould, with 
3 s Job, Bleſs bit Name (think and 1 ak 


trably of him) when he rakes away 2 


well as when he wer, Fob i i. 21. T4”; Fart A 
III. Hence we may ſee, Hom I Fag. 
"for Sinners to trifle with the Parte of 777 


ant provoke his' Juſtice, a 85 pre Fumbrg, on 2 


fe. 


5 Intereſt” in 
them than we can pretend to, and to mur- 
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For tis evident, they preſume on what is in 
his Power, and not in their own, And, alas! 


how common is this! How many are there, 


Grace of God, and turn a deaf Ear to all his 
earneſt Calls to Repentance {' How many go on 
ſecurely in a courſe of Sin, not that they dare 
think or reſolve to do ſo always, but becauſe 
they preſume they may venture upon it for a 
while, having a rational Proſpect (as they 


conceive ) of living much fone Bur, alas! 


how little do. ſuch duly conſider, That their 
Life is in his hands, and abſolutely at his ſo- 
vereign Diſpoſal, whoſe marvellous Mercy they 
thus deſpiſe, whoſe awful Vengeance they thus 
incenſe, and whoſe great Forbearance they thus 
abuſe! And dateſt thou thus, inconſiderate 


Wretch, proyoke the God of thy Life, and dal- 


ly with his Patience, on whom the continuance 
of it every moment depends? And what can 
more incenſe him to ceaſe the Exerciſe of his 
Forbearance, than to have it thus perverted 


from its true End? What can provoke him 


more to cut ſhorr the Term of thy Life, than 
that thou thus encourageſt thy {elf in a courſe 


of Diſobedience from the proſpect of its longer 


Duration | 3 [Nay rather, how much more rea- 


ſonable is it for thee to infer, That if thy Life 


be in the hands of God, and he can every mo- 


ment ſtop thy Breath, it were madneſs in thee 


to trifle any longer with him ? Tis infinitely 
dangerous to abuſe his Forbearance, and the 
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Thongs of Death and Eternity have ſo lit. 
c upon them to reſttain them from the 
purſuit of their Luſts, hen they imagine chem 

to he at ſo great a diſtance as Thirty ot Forty; 
or Fifry Years ; How much more ineffectual 
would they: bez if chey appeared at ſo remote | 
a diſtance as that of Four or Five Hunulred, or | 


vſand How would the great Thi 8 
of tho other World loſe all their — if 8 


they look don them as ſo far off, almoſt out 


of .rheir view? Nay, if in ſo few-Years'they 
artive..co ſuch acdreadful height: 'of Sin, what 


Mte | be, ſhould 
chez live. to Ei he or Nine Hundred Vears 2 


© 0 >. 
44 
23 : 


— A —_— 
>expoſed to Per ſecs 1¹ == 0 =} 


e 


ae 46. ir«be profperens;o how much 
Miſficult would it be to reſiſt che! alluring 
| Temptation —.—— Nlegſ FT _ 
we hate ej 85 . 
much more danpetous: evening's 
ticing Frefermentr and fit her of — 
ang: muri harde 70 efcape 
eſſectually re ting: Blandiſhments 
and Sher, how Aitrle' deſirable were it for 4 
_ — be ſo long eee State 
Rur fare; an in continual Conflifts, 
and de long — Crows that he 
pirescunto? How unwelcome: would — — 
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dor an enſuing Ererniiy, how 
and confound our Thoughts, how are Oüt 
Minds ſwallowed up and loſt in the Contem: 
plation of it! What an unſpeakable Addirion 
does it make to the Mery or the Happineſs of 
that State which by Death we enter upo? 
What then are the momentary fiuful Pleaſures of 
ſo ſhort a Life, that they” ſhould be either 
valued above the Permanent *Foys of a Bleed 
Immortality, or that we ſhould for the enjuy+ 
ment of them, venture upon the remedilefs 
Tormewes of an endleſs State ! What are the 
_ Periſhing Honours or Treaſures of this World, 
which we muſt in a few Years be difpoſſeſſed 
oh chat for che ga of theſe we ſhoufd Barer 
away the Hopes of an incorrupt#Þle Inheritanet 
aal anfading Crown,” tray,” for theſe Joſe an Im- 
mortul Soul! Nay, on the other hand, What 
are the Miſeries and Sufferings,* the Dabobf3 Gt 


put of ſo ſhot a Life (chat the moſt fe. 


rious and ſtrict Practice of Religion can e 


finitely ont wei — — dy che Glorler und Joys, the 
Perfection an 
S0 chat if we give the ſtrongeſt FTempratiohs 
to Sin the moſt ad vantagious i proſpecł and 
_ view; and conſiders the Diſeouragements thar 
2 Practice of Holinefs ing their moſt 
uppearande, yet one ſerious" Thouglit 
of Rrerity, and the durable Neri and Pu- 
wiſementr thereof is 7 app Mer ge cet ele 
54 | Heſpicat 
; x . cou ragements 


poſe us to) chat we ſhould not thifik them if. 
Bleſſedneſs of an Eren! Sab 


EON NAS FS 


2 
WW 


SSF CHprSD rp re, co. 


3, 
* 2 


— — ene the 


Judgment of a Mind inſpired with the Ke 
Bebet, of Inviſible Things. For ſuch a » Faith 

ſhew aus che difference between I ime and 
Brernity to be ſo aſt, that tis madneſs to pre- 
tend to ſet the Concerns of the former in com- 
Petition. with the latter, and much more to 


give them the Preference. Of how little im- 
portance is it, how we ſhall. line 4 feu I. ears 


n point of ſenſual Delight and Eaſe) in com- 
een our s! in len ee h 
cry T% 5 44 FIRIMETY 
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III. Will * come —— ſoon. — — 
protracted, Hom juſtiy may this Feprove: thaſe 
who. are prodigal of 7 


are moſt apt to complain of the brevity. of 
human Bife, yet miſerably ſitander it a 

23 if; they thought it too long. If they wou Id 
bur ſeriouſly; review how; they; have ſpent the 


pak; part of, it, alas l they would ſoon find, 


that the moſt; of their Time is not only gone, 


| but (which is worſe) is Joſt and thrown away. 
ſure we may well reckon that part of our 


Time, anch Life oft. that turns to no valua- 
ble Account, Which we are no way the ber- 


- ger for,. in. Hod. ot Seals. which: — 


upon wich no inward Peace and Serenity 
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And, alas! How. great a part of thoſe that 


And much 1 


N vt * 
8 wn 


- 1 
* 
Ss * 
* 
3 
44 + 
x i $BXE 
: > 04 
ES 
3 F 
£ * 
. 
* 


Gs Se. — — 2 . ay — > "Tr —— * 8 
ws + her * : ws. £ \ ſe” «ge 2 * es , I AM 8 & g l FAY 
ET \ * wo. 74 STR E th. * + "on * \ 4 = * 7 6 = 8 
a 2 . N 3 8 My — "las. q * 2 bY — 
— u SLY —— h £ — ; _ - . — — > m_”— 9 bo 22 — 3 harry 
n — — r oy, - on . 4 — — 


0" gy Warr Ca 4 
: . 


5 2 — 5 


„„ 


r 


LY 


a+ 


\ 3 


dur L fle fs" „ Bay — — ae we ad 
review” without" Shame and Confaſton, 
and Dread, which we would be glad 
or even blot ont ef bur Account. "And 
alas! pon many are chere, who, as 5e 5 7 
vey, 'think their Lives are, have thus miſcta- 
* thrown away and" loft 2 conſiderable part of 
them. Se that the Sum of their Accoun br 
Le much ſpent in the Follies of ChHYHod, 5 id 
e e much in Earing and Printing 
| „ fo much in Paflimes and $pon 17 95 
in extravagant ollity and” Mirth, © 
mach in in erties Hits, and 2 75 
Tull, Fog much in adorniny Kr mg thety 
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Bodies, nay, ſo mich" 
and" "Waytownafs, 
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We - kno that e or 5 Legs is 
| he common. Period of human Life, yer,how 
many are there who are come very neat t 
this; ordinaey Term of Lite; who yet are. 10 
far from being awakened: by chat near, roſpech 
" dying. to {crious, eflectual Proviſion for it, 
tharian\the-cqntrary, : the, nearer. chey, come 
to the. ether World, che more deeply are they 
cangled 2 the buſy Cares of hit; and the 
1 have of earthly. Treaſures, for 
88 tune of this Life, the more eager 
intent they are upon the purſuit of = 
Moraliſl 2 juſtly reproach 
anne 
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Furſui Gabe Wotd, — chad bobs 
eee leave it ſo ſoen, as if alley never ex- 

| d:t6: have enough of this Earthy till chey 
are//ank and utied iin it! Nay, to ſee choſe, 
through their-reftleſs ſollicirude for this World, 
unniudful of an awful Eternity, who Rand 
upon the brink of ix, and are juſt ready to 
be ſwallowed uplof iv} To ſte thoſe ſet Death 


teady to give them the ſatal Stroke! O ama 
_ Sing Stupidity, and moſt inexcuſable Folly ! 
How much more would it become all ſuch that 


ate come ſo near to the Concluſion of this 


Life, to diveſt themſelves of the anxious Cares 
df it, and when Death cannot be far off, ro 


make the more ſolemn; Preparation for it“, 


Aud, alas ! the caſe of thoſe who have: deferr d 


All Preparation for Death till chene ist next to 


hopeleſs and deſperate ! For what comforra- 
ble Aordunt can they expect to give of their 
| Life, who have no other to give than this, 
Nr tis all miſpent and loſiꝰ But even for tho 
we are habitually ptepared, yer he ferioub 
conſideration! of the near Appfoach 
Awuld engage chem to, 
their aul Erepar 
den the —— Marlils ſhould: turn 
weit Byes more from! has whiththey' muſt: 
Won leave, and fix them more intenſely on the 
when World N Now EE upon. 
Sr i 


ar 4 great diſtance from them in their oon 
Thoughts, wham ir has long dogg d at he 
ond is juſt come up with them, and 
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ar peaceful Death and happy Eternity. Ohe. - 
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They ald be mee. firittly Weviewing) thoſe 
Accounts which they: anaſbi{o! thorrly!givezapz 
lie y ſhankd:Be-reriring from this World 
tooconvtrſe with God and Their own Souls 
Thoy ſhould habiruate chem ſelbves more by fre- 
quent acts of Devotion co che Employntenreiand. 
Mort of the heavenly State; They iſhould 
ſtrengthen their Faitk and Hope, in Crdet 26 
their ſucteſsful Conflict with and Vi Over 
their laſt: Enemy; They ſhould empleyb the 
ſhort Remainder of Life to the beſt advantage 
ſor a ſafe and comfortable Death.... 
W. win che Time of Death come ſo ſdon, 
\How'' careful ſhould we ze to emprove ibar ve 
mains of fot Hurt a Life in the Service God 
2 For the whole of our Liſe is due to him, and 
we bnly properly live that part of our Time, 
which we employ in glorify ing him by the _—_ 
dies of aum general or #ticular Calling.s Alas! 
a conſiderable part 


we drome to the regular uſes of. our reaſonable 


Time is unnyeidably taken up in Eurinꝭ and 
Drinking," and S87zeping, and what is neceſſary 
for ithe Nefreſument and Support of our frail 

Nature b Sol chat tis: but à ſmall part ef Life 
chat we abe! capable: of laying our in- tlie Ser. 


— is iti our Wiſdſom to ννο Höri 
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2pur Life. is ſpem before 
Potrers. And aſter chat, how much af our 
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voted d God — ſhould wen be Ito | 
alienate: any more of out Life from him, 


all that part af it that has : been! 10, We, Gan 


look upon no  bertarothan' of, and 
forced to Aiſomm it How:iduſtcious ſbould e 
rather be ta redeem: what is loſt hy Steatet 
cel in the Emprovement: 
chat we may lie uh in af little. Time, — 
ing more active and * for the 
Sd mtare zunwearied in doing all 
ble of, more abeunding in overy 

d. und Work, more diligent. in our Fi 
vours to make an eminent Proficiency. in 
dom and Grace, aud to grow in our meetngſt 
for che heavenly. Glory. For as the bleſſad 
God: does moſt juſtly claim and high deſerve 
that our whole Life ſhould be thus employed, 
ſo this will enable our ſelves to give up the 
moſt joyful Account of it, and to moet Death 


wrhont that Asguiſn and Terror that hoſe N 


muſt ateds- do, who can look hack en 
little of cheir ſhorr Life emp 
valaable Elen en baye ſivad gor. 
eie 2 Ae ein bits 10 18e © 
Thirdly, ow 3 Jooners nay ſuall 
we moſt probably dig: 
utmoſt ordinary Period of human Life g and is 
the Time-of our — ro us wholly, wvcertain 2 
Then, e fig) RR Or SOD 
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1 T adeed, our Curioſity to pry: into 
furune Hrenti, parti y prompts us to:defire 
che Knowledge of bir But God has in Wiſe 


dom and Mercy hid it ftom us. If ail chat are 


to die ſoon could: certainly foreſee it, hat an 
Interruption would this give to the Affairs of 
this Liſe And what's 
Induſtry of a conſiderable patt 


of Mankind, 


held in from the Apprehenſions of Death ſo 
hear to them! But on the other hand, if all 
that ſnall live to Age certainly fore tuem t, chow 
—— be to over. love this World, 


ne forger the eee of that to cm 


wont ſtrongly te 


ted to delay their Ar pen 
ber Ber would 


che view: 0 Eternity, at 


Wuſe thi OT — 
e, how mae made would 


certa 8 KCC ixhoſe reat' — 
a rae i 25 alleQtiog . But chis 
Jools. we eorudy,u on how e 

I. If Death ome pry ſoter; 5 
ée bene deen how ſoon; We ong 
. "upon long 4 7e . to live in the 
| 3 2 of Death.. nen 


d'by no means preſume upon living 


to our ſelves, 
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THis were co Te 


ſtop would: i it be to the 
beſides all the Bondage thar ſuch: would be 
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whati we; have no ground to expect, and what 


others have before us been fo. often deceived 
in their Hopes of. When ſo very few attain to 
a conſiderable Age, when the moſt die much 
ſoonet, what groundtean we have to reckon 
upon living to Seventy or Eighty Mears 
becauſe we are Young, or becauſe our Conſtitu · 
Non is at preſent Healthſul and ſtrong e And 
have we not ſeen Thouſands die in their blooms 


ing Tant, and When their Conſtitution ſeemed 
moſt: hai and vigorous2; Is it becauſe we ſee 
ſome live to a great Age But are there not far 


more that are cut off in the midſt of theit 


days g and have we any: ſecurity thar we ſhall 


reach that k Term of Li fe, | which o few arrive 
to? Can we, Whoſe frail Nature is liable to. fo 
manifold Diſeaſes from within, and to a thout 
| ſand uccidents - from wit haut, and that are daily 
ſurrounded with the Spectacles of Mortality 
abroad, and with frequent Warnings of itoin 
Hope of Jong Life ? And, alas J lietle do the 
moſt conſider the ꝓernicious Effects of theſe 


onfthis, that ſo. oſten encoutages them to der 


Jay the great and neceſſaty Work of ſetioas 
Repchitance, which they imagine they may ſaſe- 


y;-adjourn! ſavetal Years hence, nay, to the 
declining part of thein Life. When, Men are 
vonviaced of the abſolute neceſſity of abandon- 
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W 5 - 00 


2+ Istit 
. 2 : 


flattering Hopes: | Hon tis Mens xaſh preſuming 


ing utheit Sins and returning to God, in order 
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they! have o other way ſo ready to elude the 
force of ſuchi Convictionsy as chis, Thar they 
vainly conclude, They have yet time enough" be- 
fre them. They are but juſt entred into the 
World; and are now in their youthful Heat 
and Vigour. And now they think is the pro- 
per Time for Mirth and Pleaſure: Now they 
may venture to indulge their yourhfut!Inchi- 
nations, and taſte the Sweets of Sin, and che 
Delights of the World. Death and Judgment 
are a gteat way off, and tis time enough te 
think upon them, when the Strength of: Man- 
hood is paſt, and grey-hairs are coming upon 
them. Nay, if we urge them ro ſerious Re- 
pentance by Arguments drawn from tlie other 
World, from the Happineſs and Miſery of a 
future State; how does their Preſumption upon 
2 long Liſe, weaken the force of them, by 
reprefenting® thoſe Things at a great Yiftance 
from them They think they may at preſent 
emoy the Pleaſures: of Sin, and give wWay r 
the gtatiſication of theit ſenſual Luſts, and yct 
nad Time enough to eſcape the Miſeries, and 
eure the Bleſſedneſs of a future State! And 
thus; by the flattering Hopes of living to Age, 
rhey ard encoutaged to goon in Sin tilt they 
becbme harudned in ir, tillitheir vitious Habits 
ute fo rooted, that it can“ as litrle be expected 
that they who have thus accuſtomed thewnſelues 
te do vii ſhould learn to dd well, are 
0 change bis Sia on the ' Doopard 
* 23 And hereby they - 
| , alſo 
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| alſo encour ged to 1 ia 70 

moſt deſperate venture, it ing as 

bable! the Time they have prefix — 
Nepentunde will never oome, as it is, — 5 ifsit 
ſhould come, chey wil have as little Inclina- 
tion co repent as hey have now, or 
leſs. S0 dangerous is it to the moſt to flae-· 
— my :acions of living 


long.. 21 n 28 A ed big hh e 


On che contrary tis our Wiſdom to live in 


continual Expectation of De atis 
N we ſhould be ſo far from promiſing to of 


ſelves many future Vears, as not to promiſe 
our ſelves one Veat, one Week or Day, be- 
cauſe: we have no certainty of living ſo lan 
ö here ſuppoſe, That Wwe ſhould 


expect Death, as to believe every day, that 


we ſhall die that very day; for we have ho 
ke i to believe ſo, and indeed no Man in 


. — 
neꝛrer ſive to behold che Light:ofranochero: And 


wen ſhould maintain always fun cautious” 
Senſe of dur danger; as may us to lire 


_asiwerfhal: wiſhiweihad: done when we come! 


effectual Preparation We ſhould not 
dare to — dane —— 

Wer with God ene day, one * 4 
38 x ; 


Md, and Stre — — LOW | 


1258 Ts SSF 8g Sers ena 


L A in chat Conſtant Ex. 
tior . D that — quicken. us to 


388 


1 


1 
. 5 0 * 


— 


111 


as conſidering, th 25555 veot us in 
our pwretsbed Delays. We ſheuld not venture 
upon any wiful Sin, as conifidering chat Death 
may ſurprize us in the commiſſion of it: We 
ſhould diligently attend of. Maſter's Work, 
ant not give way to our Negligence and Sloth, 
2 Wl —— we leiter, while we 
an Jeep, may comte t #HQWArES: 
We ſhould be in that Surehyel — for:the 
coming of our Lord, that may preventious' 2 
ing found auready and unpre 2 ared. And: ie 
Ao — eee whom ir — v 25 - 
4 thus watching, xt; 8137-25715! 
4 Bur this leads me to add. 
III. af Death may come upon us, we: know: 
— then 1 Holly to d 
our nere ſſary Preparation 1 N r 
oTf:you ask My chat uece ſſary Prepariition is 
Hanſwer, We are then abi prepared to 
die; when upon dur ſincere Faith in Chriſt, as 
our Mediator and unfeigned Repestance to- 
wards God, We are reſtered to his Favour; and 
become entitled to a bleſſed Immortality. 
we: frei chen datually WWrhen We are 
found in a continued courſe of ſincere and cir. | 
cumlpoctiQbegience,, having our Evidences fot 
9 | ng in the believing and 
joyfub epd hon of che Glory and Happineſs 
cheraaf: ne, Y ⁰ννννE,jt - e noten 
Now-˖ L may eis extteme holy to delay this 
urreſſary Freparatius for ee . 
if we conſider, Sils N 2 We D * 2 83 
ad! : - 
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ſo long, bur That Wey think — 
for Death; if they — — 
ning of lies A h, as with a few hung 
— confeſs their Sins, and be 
pardon for them; and ſo caſt chentfelvew: on” 
the Mercy of God. Now; beſides,” That no- 
Man can premiſe himſeif fo much 48 7%, 
for Deach muy as eaſily ſurprize him with o 
ſudden'or fo fevere a Stroke, as ſhall give him 
no leiſure or leave him in no capacity of do- 
45 much as chis; ſo rhat if ohe Prayer for 
Vahchis dying Breath, would prevent 
| uin he hall not be able to affer i 
oy Pay beſides this ſuch ought to conſia 
ther chey have no gro 8 
de Dead we axon with bet of-any 
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Their Repenrance is uſualy no Il 

of a- Malefador,/ that is forry he , dis. And, 0 

alas! what reaſon have ſuch to expect God b 
Will take any notice of their dying Cries? Will MN 


the Maſter of the Vineyard give the Reward. 
to thoſe who, when the Time of the Work is 
over, come and -profeſs they are ſorry: they 
did not labour in it? Or have they not all 
poſſible reaſon to expect that God will then be 
as deaf to their Supplicatious for Mercy, as they 
have been to his Calls to Repentauce and Of 
-of + Pardon o May they not fee a true Emblem 
af their Caſe in profane Eſau, of whom we 
read, That having for one morſe! of Meat fold 
tas Birth. rigbi, 3! he would. have inherited 
he Bleſſing he was rejefted, for he found no plate 
Jr Repentauce, though he ſought it carefully with 
Tears; i. e. he could not prevail with his Fa. 
ther to change his Mind, and alter his Pur- 
poſe, thoug h he earneſtly beſought him. Now 
inch — Sinners, like Eſau, have ſold their 
_beavenly'\Birth-right for the momentany and 
Hvrdid! Pleaſures of "Sin." And now when th 
come to implore God's: Bleſſing and Merc ö 
they will find themſelves: xejefed : They will 
nat be able to alter the Thoughts! and righ- 
teous Sentence of God concerning them, even 
though they ſnhould ſeet it with Trat They 
Wee ee Mere) ſbus upon them, 
though they ſhould never 175 loudly and fo 
| earnefily- ery,” Lord, Lord open to ud. And 
mall wWe be Se oP. 2 — io ex- 
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treme Folly, as to put our Souls and their Sal- 
vation, our endleſs Happineſs or Miſery, on 
Jochopelgls, ſo Repos an Iſſue as this? And 


ws 3. if Death 9 us thus unprepared, .0ur 0 


45 iudted hopeleſs for euer. 
For as. ee leaves ed pee fad . 
As the Tree falls, ſo; it muſt lie, There it vo 
Wark: nor Device, mo Knowledge or run bn 
the Grave whither thou goeſt, ix Eccleſi! 1. 
that whatever thou haſt to do by way of — 
ration for Death and Exernity, muſt be done 
now or never; and, alas! who can conceive the 
Horrors of ſuch an unprepared Soul hn it 
ſtands on the brink of Eternity! When the 
Sinner cannot live, and yet trembles to think 
of dying! When he cannot look backward, but 
che guilt of a Life ſpent in din and Folly ſtares 
him in the face nor forward, but a- miſerable 
Eternity appears in his view. When he muſt 
leave this Barth, whether he will or no, and 
bees not only che Grave, but even Hall it ſelſ, 
ing its Mouth to receive him, and beholds 
imſelf „ e ll poſſibility of 
Mercy and Salvation, into diſmal everlaſting 
Deſpain, into a et co of remodii 
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————— dur —— fol — Wit: 
ter uf abſolute Neceſſty, and the 1 prefent Time 
is tha —— are ſure of, e ought 
to employ chat co / ſo important and eedfuf a 
purpoſe. The Tine 22 18 gone, and can ne- 
ver be recalled; 3 Time is not in out power 

to oommand, ànd we are wholly: uncertain 
bow much or lena it may remain. 
eee can be ſecure of. a 


And truly, if we have made no habitnd! 


| —— for Desth, by a ſincere Repentanet 
und Oonverſion to God, and Faith in the blef- 
ed Redeemer, in order xo the ſecuring our 
Pardon and Peace with him, and thereby pto> 
viding for à ſafe and comfortable Death, this 
vbugh eto be the very faſt work we! apply our 
Midas to; An ching elſe ſhouldibe poſt 
audit it. We ſhould: ttemble to: think :of 
vontinuing one day longer in ſo ektremaly ha- 
Sardaus à Condition; leſt 
Fring us in it wich temedileſs Ruin; We ſhould 

eino Heep ro our Eyes, vor Humberto gur Ehe- 
| cyrtilluthis great Mor be dont, oleſt Deatfi 
ſhouldi prevent us While we wrerghtdl delay 
it. For who that knows not Pho foon:he 


Ae todreß would ſecurely continuedin that State 


in Which he dare nor thint af dying, \y «eV 

Bur 5 we are habit prepared for 
Deach, — — Wiſdom tò be 
rattnaby: prepared, a ee en ve the preſent 
Time for that Aae. Wen ds es 
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that our Views of them would be more /zvely, 
more affecting and powerful. We ſhould then 
live indeed as thoſe that foreſee the ſpeedy. 
Conclufion and Period of all the Concerns and 
Intereſts of this dying Life, and the ſwift 4A 
proaches of an awful Eternity. We ſhould live 
as becomes thoſe that know not how ſoon that 
deciding Moment will come that ſhall fix our 
unchangeable State for ever. Heaven and Hel 
would appear as not only great and ſure, but 
near Realities. Too near to admit of any foolilh / 
Delays in our fleeing from the Wrath te come, 
and Jaying bold on Eternal, Life, Too, nan to 
forget how ſoon we mult paſs the great Gulph. 


of Time, and launch into Eternity ; how Toon. 


we mult, appear before God, to our unſpeak- 
able 77 error, and go with the Wicked into 
, OF. with the Righteany it. 


to Life Eternal. 85 wan 
JJC 
el ob o boni ut 1 N ; 
216 22109117 eee 
10 gan „ +5169 503 
$1012 L026 236 WAY id 5 
HW 26 "Ir 2h E 1 0 1 
.nottioigmT 19953 nnn de 
-e:30guod T enciist n A sis in d i rod 
Aut ao": 1 4t;.k IL | 


* 
* 
3 


— — 2 
— — 8 


— jN . ]⏑‚§‚˖«* ms, Pr 


eee 


Sho. Pad 
— — — 


4 . 4 


3 iii bat 


— 


1 1 
1 
T1 
* 
1 
Y 
* 
"47 
x? 
«+5 1 
: 
4.35 Fs 
7 8 
. 1 x 
7 1 
33" i 
1 
: 151 , 
, R 
* . 
4 3 1 
2 
15 2 
bs & * 
; £ i 
£2 S 
74 5 
1 
115 4 
i a 
A. 
$118 / 
» Ig 
Fr * 4 2 
. * 
WS; 
4:4 
2: 
"+ 
. 4 4 
73.81 
14 \ : 
2 5 
1 / 
1 +. 
#7 l 
89 * 
1 
11 
4 
17 
5 10 
* 2 
DSS; 
up; N 
* q 
1 4 
7 
a 
+ - 
- 
1 
$ $ 
# F'& 
Rl. 
"IF * 
X51 
CY 4 
+ 4 
«3 
19275 
2 
751 
v4 ! 
TH 
ke i 
* 
7 
8 
1 9 
i 
156 
Pos 
"IF; 
54 
. 
4 
* Bid 
2 
1 
* 
$] 
Cas © 
pl 
21258 
1 
3] 
4 
179 
54 
5 
24 
$i 
Fs 
7 01 
1 2 
91 
et | 
19 
! 
144 
| 
l 


"1 pn 


—— _ 


* — 
5 »4 STAN 
— nar en 
2 - 2 


reer 


3 


8 = * — 
an # WAY. 
HARP — 


OREN © 
8 a $4 ö 2 1 Xe jt <4 AER wo 4 1 R $4 49 a gh et £ : "As ot 7 * 
n Ha lool , $6 NG 
E = 4 
5-3 98 . ' 4 . 2 1 
SORT ON n ie ene 1.36% 


Ot ent 04 ra 15 Lives | M N 
5 tl 71 5 


r 


2 r 
1 Tv 


„ 
SE 
J 7 SE 2 


7 — 
7 
＋ 
8 
* 


< 1 7 Wo 
£ "It 0 q Y 
$3. = $I# ,; 
OE 
4 


1887 


© . AAP... 
—ͤ—E—ꝓ 4 v—ͤ—ůe¹ — 
5 —— 
2 * 


U 
j 
| 


OO — ꝗꝙu»⁴—¾c — 


2 — — & 


I > 


— II 


| 


r A 
— 


— — 


— - err ego 


— 
1 „ 


r k c — — — - 


— 


* — - — . — — — 
—— — ũꝗ T ———rV PP PTDT——Qœßↄ—ͤ— ͤ ͤ 2 — 


— 
= 


3 


— 9 RTE vt... 
. ITE 


> e e OY 7 
This eee, 3 157 * * Dr Cn: 
} C : 2 
© * 
«= 9 o 
FEE IE 1 a EY — = FS 
* * * 1 
1 * 2 * — 1 % i x 3 
„ 


; 2 7 s 12 I By: 193 
Maat 
> * : l * * 


> SN 


C44 N - N ; . Lies : : 
nets OO ORE VO ͤ Os. I r 3 55-6. n cr Ay pope RIA, 
* 5 E 3 


109 Y {0 476-7 
"A % : 1 | 5 5 ; 3 ; 0 
* wb. IN 54 8 1 OY * . 4 
2 Wer 80 I n 2 5 N Id N 
8 Op A : * A - : a s 
\ * £ 1 5 . Ne * | 
2 i nb 2 91 ghee 2 3 4} 11 95 > * TT . N 5 
1 * 3 = 
n Ye map 3 46 
7 2 5 ori 2 A ae L „ e N 4 Py INS 
: * ; N N j 8 : 4 « : 
3 Ne N wal 7 85 e ox ir h9 
75 * \ be * * 5 ** % ty ont 5 ® * — | Z, 1 4 N as SF 8 ; , F 2 a = Os, { 5 5 
| . 
/ a I wo! A >» * 


- 


i ieee Wobong cot Fa {des 
* 36113 wr I, EROS 2K. 2111 
nv 16 nee, Ange 
S113 11 063 . FO Fi) RING 
RI t . Jo. hey. fat 
86 20 )* ud NN - I IKE; THT 
Ano Na pat N A mee NN Tv 457 my 
St RIH 05: 2b59501 a e ex Ao 
Sun _ 5329: 203 anions ye an 305 gautT 
adylon to ound a3 at auboiq dn ent: 
«boolT 15 ie bn tee Devi gen efdvigrs 
ONS Þ$17 N. Hoyt 28i%230ig8-5to86 5 n i bus 
ois! 


+: 


* 
7 
7 


Wl Art i mes bs rages, II PPC ** 0 — 2+ $0. 09% Op 27 —— nt 
— — 7 
1 1 . 
1 ” * 
* = * 8. : 


him for A his I. Kala low 
had this Teftimony, 1. that he  pleaſ d 


N 8 87 LIN 


5 © * 
4 * 2p 
4% bes = 4 DS: #7 4 4 WIS 4 ä 4 E& 
LOY W GS # . e 33 . F # 15 1 42 . 1 + - 1 3 
- 
* Y 5 — $ 
£43 * 5 * 9 12 


HE inſpired! | 
ſtle having kev re ex- 
cellent Deſeription of Divi 
Fuirb, which you- read in the 
firſt Verſe} of, this Chapter, vir. 
That #75 f nee (or, Sub- 
{ifcxee): of Things hoped u a be "Evidence 
of Things not ſcen, proctecs to? illuſtrate the 
Truth of it, by reciting the excellent Fruits 
Faith produced in the Efves of holy Pa- 
tors: that lived before and after the Flood; 
fort Si | faical 


"2 


. . 


that liyed under the Mo- 


— 


— 13 Sag a 


LID 


JJ... 


— 
Su oy” Nee 


* 8 R 
2 1 > EM 7 af, mn. 
als ee os l . Y 5% ——— 
— —— —— — 
— g . 


* 2p e 
DEV 


597.706 A | Hap ctr wan en or og rs 


* hk ©: Ri ei * ad. .... 
— —— 


3 
— — 


= tt" 


12 


1 
9 14 
1 4 
41 4 


2 


vu * 
n 


— 


ad 
It 
oy 2 
*x 
«74% 
i 
a 
i* 3 
"I 
+48 
„ 
wit : 
7 
i . 
1 
1 
1 
. 
N 
ö 3 
f 
. 
Y 
141 
4 i 
. 
BY 
+ 
1 
iS 
174 
— 
1 N 
10 
4 : 
* 158 
T 38 
q . 1 
Wy: 
N 
I . 
{ ' 
' 
14 
1 
4 
* 
FE 
+4 
101 
5 (i 
f 1 
i 
14 
+3 
l 
” 


— * 4 — 
— 2 an — — 
— — — — -1k‚ 
= — _ — 
— — — — — _ - 


; ld. 0s ſee Deaths. ;/ E - 5 
l te ede, 1 ban peak! 


4. We hayes hare mention m de of 


ſaical Dipenrion 17 Among = * be ber, 
gins. wich pious Ael, who, Mere a more act 

ceptable Sacrifice. than bit Bratier 

which he obtained witneſs. that he was Righteous, 

God teſtifying of his Gifts. Ang, by i ix, {Ye . 
ing de het TOs n -4Þ . en at, 
Ane. 5 


is that of Enoch in the Text, of Avis he tells 


us, By Faith Enoch wat tranſlated that he ſhould. 
not ſee Death: And was not found, becauſe God 


mn. or before, his Tr | s 1 As, 
had this Teſti y, that he pleaſed Cod. 7 390 
We this rematkable Paſſage, ie Empch,, 

8 en obſerve, Abe, 1 1 W TD. | . ol 1 
BY awd. Than ABS; 25 
9 eee Freit of it, vis l 
walked ſo as to pleaſe Goo 17 3 mit dg bor 


III. The honourable Teſtimony. that God,. 


himſelf gives of his having done ſa, by | the; 


l Hiſtotian, aur. Mgr. 0 
AV. IT he liberal Reward of): his. ah, aa 


Obedience, vix, Hir enen 


23 
ections upon them. f Poco 


+ 1529 : 843 METS vi Day/s 10 qr 
Rr the Roch a Frisaigie, .atl 

aw os Se e . ig 
1 . And 


5 uy: | 


rz 8203 2 


| 75 


Sr gr! 


Q3-& 


E. 
a 


123 
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the Verſe following the Text, But wit haut 
Fuieh. tir impuſſble to pleaſe God. Hour che "that 
1 1 God; muſt Front bar le 16, and 
eben be is the Rewarden of them hat iligently 
ſeek hin; ver. 6. A firm Perſuaſion + 
the Exiſtence of an inviſible God, concerning 
the 'plotious' Perſections of his Nature, (ſuch 
ag His Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, his Al- 
mighty. Power, his Holineſs, his Juſtice his 
Gdodneſs and Mercy, his Truth and Faichful 
neſs) concerning his Providential Government 
over the World, and his Supreme Domiaion 
and Rightfut Authority over us his reaſonable 
Creatures, and -0ur.'Accountableneſs;-ro: him 

as the Witneſs and Fudge of all out Actions, 
40 his Rewarding eſs to chem that love 
and obey him, is the Noot and Spring of all 
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Mankind, by redeeming them from the Curſe 
of God v vialated Law; reſtoring that Image of 
God tha din had defaced, and raiſing them to 
the Hopes of that Eternal Life which they had 
forfeited. by their Defection from God, And 
tis not ĩimprobable, that the Propbery of Enichy 
before: mentioned, points to this Saviour as the 
Lord, that ſhould come with his holy Myriads 
to e ecute Fudgment on the Ungodly. 285 ſhort, 
Emoh's Faich 3 to all that God had 
made known of his Mind and Will, either by 
the remains of the Light of Nature, or by 
ſueh ſupernatural Revelation as God in his 
Wiſdam and Mercy thought fit at that Time 
to vouchſafe to the fallen Race of Adam, in ox · 
der ro their Recovery and Salvation 
AAN We have here che genuine Fruit of Euochs 
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-Communion with "bien by all the Exerciſes of 
Piery and Devotion, whether more private or 


publick. For many Judicious Expolitors ſup- 


poſe that Religious Societies for publick Wor- 
ſhip Cas diſtinguiſhed from Family · Worſhip) be- 
gun in the Days of Enos, the Son of Seth. For 
is ſaid, I hen Men began to call on the Name of tl 


Lord; vi Gen. 26. i. e. to han it in Joint -Aſſemblies, 


wherein ſeveral Families did aſſociate for che 
performance of their publick Homage to him. 


Other Expoſitors indeed read che words, Then 


Men began t call themſelver iy tbe Name ef tie 
Lord, +41 the pious Deſcendants of Seb, as 


contradiſtinguiſned from the ungodly Race of 
Wickel Cain, were called Ibe Sons of God, re- 


taining chat true Worſhip of God, which Cain 

and his impious Race had profanely caſt off. 
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— Offuacr towards God and Men; by pro- 
Poſing the bleſſed God himſelf, as his great 
Eurmplar and Pattern, and endeavouring to re- 
ſemble him in all his imitable Perfections, 
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dear Children, Y Epb. 1. aby ſtudying to be 
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bis Revealed Will, and ſetting kis Word-before 
us as a Lamp unto! our Feet; anda Light - unto 
our Paths; 


— was ds: — of T Wine - Faith: der 


that be "pleaſed bim. Tis this 
enuine and excellent flott of it that muſt di- 
inguiſh' a true and living Faith, from a coun- 
terfeit and dead Image of it. Let it appear 
then, that we indeed believe, that there is ſuch 


2 God as Revealed e repreſents to us, 
by our earneſt Deſires an 


Sollicitude to ſecure 
an Intereſt in his Favour by an unfeigned Con- 


verſion to him, and humble Application to his 


Meroy, through that Mediator he has ap- 
pointed and provided for us, and through 
whom alone he is acceſſible to us; by ont Hi 
Veneration for ſo infinicely'igre 


8 filial Care to pleaſe and dread to offend 

him; by our maintaining a daily Intercourſe 
and Communion with him nay Duties of his 
private and pablick Worſhip ; by ing 
daily. as under” his Inſpection a a. 
with a ſollicitous Concern. 60 3 


ee 


— contemplating: his imitable Per- 
fections, endeavouring to become more 
like to him; by aſpiring to chat endleſs: Glory 


and conſummate Felicity which his precious 


promiſes aſſure us ſhall be the certain Reward 
of all that diligently ſeek and ſerve, him ; by 


* that unſeen FRO before every 
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Thing! nete below. Fay Nt — 
tiom Wich it, an a through the ee Bate of 
happy W over this 
Worldj and al che Allutementes or Terrors of 
irgrand it's word, by a courſe bf ſincere and 
ring Holineſs. Tis ſuch noble Efrat 
aud gentine Fruits that muſt ſhew, chat” ours 
is indeed ehe precious Faith of ' the Elett of 'Gol 5, 
anch that the great Truths of Religion are got 
meer empty Notions that ſwim in our Heals, 
but prafiical Principles, which our Hearts ate 
delivered into the Mould of, and Which have 
2 governing Inſſuence on the! whole 33 
Converſatien, both towards God and th = . 
Men. Tis a Faith rhus 'working . 2. e o 
od and Men thus productite all tad 
9s, and of all 'the Fruits of ſincere Obedi- 
cies; -Vhatiingf commend us to the favourable 
reha ant Ftacieus Acceptance: of tht God, 
%%6%ĩ and bebolds "tht Up; 
. We Comitenante, xi PRIL'7. 12 5 

W |! ue learn from the Example of E. 
nh 1 he 


! prevaency of Infidelity 2 
ir ge wherein we live EE 

e ou 1 e but ogy; 
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ungodly Sinners of that Generation uttered 
againſt God, againſt his Providence and Go- 
vernment, and the Rewards of a Life to come, 
were ſo far from making his Faith to waver, 
that he openly; rebuked them, and warned 
thoſe proud Scoffers of the dreadful Account 
they would be called to for them. Their un- 
godly. Deeds," in which they abounded, could 
not draw him to any Compliance with them, 


. o 
EET "8 


— 


or Imitation of them. On the contrary, he fore- 
told them of the righteous Judgment which the 


Lord would execute upon them. And herein we 
ſhould propoſe him as an excellent Pattern for 


us to follow. We live in an Age in which 
LIafidelity has made a dangerous Progreſs, and 


the Principles of Revealed Religion have been 
tun down and ridiculed. O let us not ſuffer 
our ſelves to] be either cavilled or laughed. out 
of our Belief of thoſe Divine Truths that are 
= only ſoli | 

opes. Let not us throw away ie living Ora-. 
cles of God, thoſe Words of Eternal Life, to 
take the dim uncertain Oracles of human Reaſon: 
for our only Guide. Let us hold faſt the Bro- 
feſtan of our: Chriſtian Faith without \wavering ; 
and ſteddily maintain our Divine Faith} as the 
only Principle by which we may ſo live, as to 


and! /o die, as to have comfortable and well 


- 


grounded Expectations of being for ever hap- 


Py in his bliſsful Preſence. And the more we 
ſes living in a continual Forgetfulneſs and ys 
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lect of, God, in a wilful Eſtrangement from 
all ſerious Communion with him, in a. ſecure 
Contempt of his Authority and Commands, 
and in a ſtupid Neglect of his offered Salva- 
tion; det us walk more cloſely with him, be 
more ſtudious ro obey and ſerve, to glorify 
and pleaſe him; ro embrace his exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, and to improve them as 
powerful Motives to abound in all the Fruits of 
practical Religion and Piety. To be thus ſin- 
gular in true ſubſtantial Piety will be no mat- 

ter of Reproach, unleſs with thoſe that are ig- 
norant of the real Excellency of it. On the 

. contrary, it will be our higheſt Honour in a 
ſinful and declining Age, to be enrolled in the 
Annals of Heaven among the N . oy thoſ-. | 


that have walked with God. 
IV. We may from this Example of Buock's 
draw ſtrong Incouragements and utes: co 
imitate his ſingular Faith and Piet : 
1. We ſee in his Example, that to wah thas ; 
ſteddily with God, even in a Time of general 
Corruption and Defection, is no impracticable 
Duty. Enoch had as ſtrong Temptations to re- 


ſiſt from the alluring Vanities of the World as 
we can be expoſed to; nay, much ſtronger, if 
we conſider to how great a length the Life of 


Man on Earth was then ordinatily extended. 

He met with as great Diſeouragements in the 

courſe of his ſincere. Piety às any? of us can 

do; having the ſtrong Cutrent of Irreligion 

aud * in that + x to bear up 3 
an 
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and their profane Reproaches and Scofts at bis 
ſingularity therein to incounter. And yet he 


perſiſted in it with an unſhaken WORE; 


and ſtill continued to walk with God. 


2. We. ſee here how e dle our ncere 
Faich and Piety will be to God. 
God himſelf vouchſafes to give i Wand- 


«able Teſtimony of Enoch, That he pleaſed 
him. His diſtinguiſhing Faith and Obedience 


attracted the Eye and Heart of God. And 
how powerful a Motive ſhould it be to our 


thus: believing in God, and walking with him, 
that it will commend us to his Favour and gra- 


cious Approbation? And that is of infinitely 


greater Conſequence to us than any human 
Applauſes can be, and every way ſufficient to 


weigh down all the unjuſt Reproaches and 
Cenſures of a looſe and irreligious Age. Hea- 
thens themſclves have performed many lauda- 


ble Actions with an Eye to their gaining pub. 
liek Applauſe, and perpetuating their Fame 


among Men. And ſhall not we be acted by a 
more regular and truly noble Ambition, to ob- 
rain the Praiſe that is of God Shall not we 
reckon it our higheſt Honour to be accepted 


of him, to be late the Friends of God, 


and Favoarites--of Heaven > And ſuch we ſhall 


be deem d, if we; like Enoch, walk with God, 
When the genetality of Men orger 7 and 


turn deer; hah 2 _.” WP OHMS 
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e ſee here in the Example of Encobs i 
Nu liberally a gracious: God: will reward me 
ſincere Faith and Pietʒx. 

Our Reward will be the ho in ſubſtance 
with: his, though there be ſome difference in 
the Time and * of beſtowing it. We are 
not indeed to expect any ſuch —— Tran- 
ſlation of our Bodies to the heavenly Regions 
as he was priviledged with. We have no 
ground to hope for any ſuch Exemption from 
— common Lot of rg arg te We muſt _ 
to paſs through ark Valley of the ſhad= 

dom of Death, — Mankind ley of two In- 
ſtances excepted): have done before us. But 
we may expect that our departing Spirits ſhall 
be — into thoſe Manſions of Reſt, 
where our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is gone to pre- 
pate a Place for us. We may expect when ab. 
From ße Bady, to Je preſent with our bleſſed 

Lord, ; e bie Glory,” and to be trans- 
form d into his Likeneſs. And we may com- 
mit out Bodies themſelves to the Grave, as 4 
ſafe Dormiteti, where they ſhall ſſeep till the 
laſt. Trumpet awate them. And Sons we look 
for that Saviour from Heaven, who will entire- 
1 abolifh Death; by raifing our Bodies; and ſa- 

them lite to his own g/orious Body, by 
that. mighty Power: whereby be is able #0 ſubdue 


tall: things'-te: himſelf, iii Phil. 20, 21. Then 


ſhall this Mortal put on Immortality, and this. 
Corruptible; Incorruptios; and Death ſball:be 
ory ſw * up. ” pas Eternal — 
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1 Cor. xv. 53» 34. Of this we have an . 
ring Pledge in the Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, who is become he firſt 
Fruits of them that ſleep, and has conſecrated 
the whole Lump (even all his ſpiritual Seed) to 
a bleſſed Immortality. And though we muſt 
die, though we muſt put of this earthly Taber- 
nacle, and he wncloathed of this Garment of Fleſh, 
we ſhould no more regret that, than aſcending 
Blijah did to drop his Mantle on the Earth, 
when he took his Flight into n e e 
above, x Kings xi. 13, 14 
And I may add, That the more. cloſely we 
have walked with God, and the more eminent 
and exemplary the Exerciſes of our Faich and 
5 Obatiencee have been in oppoſition to the 
ſtrongeſt Temptations, we may expect that 
the degree of our future Reward will be ſuited 
thereto. Our future Advancement will bear 
ſome proportion to our Fidelity and Diligence 
in the improvement of our pteſent Talents. 
Not only ſhall all that have ſown to the Spirit, 
reap Eternal Life, but thoſe that haue ſoms boun- 
rtijuliy ſball reap ſo. And who would not with 
| @'commandable Ambition aſpire to higher de- 
grees of future Glory? Since _— probably 
one Book differs from another in glory in that hea- 
venly Orb, we ſhould not only deſire to ſbiur 
a Stars an the Firmanent above, but as Srars of 
ſome conſiderable Magni tude 'thers. Pis no 
: 1 Emulation to aſpire to be 
this way Great in the Kingdom: of Hauen 
i OA - SERMON 
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And the I imes of wee 60 
"winked, at, — om commundeth all Men 
every where to repent. roy they e 
31 Becauſe be bath appointed a Day I 


w fe he will judge the World in Righ 
iN | ih ale, Man won be bach 
ordained” whereof he "hath given aft 
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7 Holy Religion that are juſtly 
tea doe e eee e 
Oracle of God, and 1 
4 tion on which ge ghar ar? Super- 
Reer ſtructure is raiſed:· (See V Hieb. 
Pr: witch 1. And among thoſe: Fundamen- 
tal Truths, the inſpired Writer co the Hebrews 
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- has — us to 18881 thoſe ry two that are men- 


tioned in my Text, viz . the,Neceſity- of Repen- 
tance. from dead Works, and the Certainty, of 
Eternal Fudgment. And how neceſſar y a Con- 
nexiqn there is between enen my Text plain · 
ly ihtimates, by ſuppoſi ng. pre Belief of 
an Eternal Judgment to be the moſt powerful 


Perſuaſive to a'frxcere ——— What Truth 


can more eſfectually ſtartle and alarm the Con- 


ſeiences of the ſecureſt Sinners, and ſtop them 


in their mad career of Foly and Wickedneſs ; 
What Argument can more ſtrongly excite, them 


to fear Gb \and\keep bi Commandments, than 
this, That he will ring eveiy Work into Ju 


go, with every — T bing, « whether, it be 


725. debe -xii Hreleſ. 2. Tis therefore of 
at 


8 ty and Uſe ah Practical Religion 


15 7 Minds WP; rodted Perſuaſion of 


— Arric le, that our Con- 
en may be;under.che comioual-ayc, and 
y en all fions f feel th e commanding farce 

. 1 r 30d Com N 

ry where to repent, W bethas appointed ras 


iu which be will judge the World in Right, 
poſt, e. * ee 4s ſuch Tatisfyinp=alſu- 
Fancy of it. Zech ig Noli 5 
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That the Apoſtie Paul, im the: Verſes: forew 


vhs 


rence” of theſe rake "notice | 


ing," ſirikear che Root:of'Pagan Idotatry; by 
ſhewing them, that \the iPreſence of that Gd 
be male the 3 2 cats eren und 
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who is Lord of. Heaven and Earth, — not 
be confined to à material Temple, ver. 24. That 
he. who uceded nothing, bevy gave to all Breath 
aud Life and all things, was not to be worſpip- 
bed with Mens bang, as if thoſe Temples or 
that are the Produdtiohs: of human Art 
could any way contribute to his Glory and 
Service, ver. 23. That he who has made all 
Nations of on Blood, to dwell on all the face of 
the. Eusth, and bas before appointed the Times - 
and Bounds of their Habitation; That he who 
75 not far from ug; but La whom we live and 
move, "and baus our Being, needs no material 
or Image to bring et wearer: to us, and 
to give us aſſutance of his) 'Preſence with us. 
Nay, char that inviſible Deity, _— Of-ſprine' 
aur Souls (that inviſible» part of us) arc 
muſt nor be thought lite unto Gold or Silver, or 
Stone gruven by Art and May's Device. "Thoſe 
inſenſible material Images and Statues being no 
way eapable to give us any ſuitable Repreſen- 
tation of an onnipreſent and inffnite Mind, but 
rather tending to ſuggeſt to us the moſt — 
honourable Thoughts of him. | i 
Nom t beſe Times of (Gentile):/gnorance' faith 
the Apoſtle) God winked at, or overlooked, Ring 
as he velſewhere explains his own m 
Go bad ( in his juſt Judgment ) fred ub 
Heathen: Nations for fo © many Ager to wall in 
their own (Idolatrous) ways, without ſending 
any! n . — * ogg log. © 
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any other Notices of himſelf, or any: other 
_ to ſeek and ud him, than what the 
ht of Nature and the Works of common Pro- 

— had afforded, which yet (as he tells us 
2 rendred them inexcuſable in their 
not gloriſying G according to what they knew 
of: him. See i Rom. 20, 21. But noW:: .(fairh 
he) he calls all Men every where to repent, and 
that becauſe he hath appointed à Day in which he 


will judge the Morld in Righteouſneſs, Nc i e. 


he now by ſending. his Apoltles to preach the 
Goſpel to all Nations, calls all Men where- 
ever the ſound thereof reaches, to turn from 
their Idols and Vanities, and from all their Sins 
to the Living Cod, by ſuperadding to hat 
the Light of "Mature: diſcovered concerning a 
future Judgment; à clearer and fuller Diſcovery 
_ of the particular Circumſtances, and more abun - 
dant and convincing Evidenes. of the Certainty 
.of- it: I ber 11725 8 51011 i iet 
In che wetdda then els Heads: offer them- 
ſelves to our preſent Meditation: 


. God will zudge the World in Righteouſ- 


- nels. | 5 ne een SFO; 12 e 


n There ig Day, or particular Time ap- 
pointed for that publick — final Judgment. 


i fl. God will Badge che World by Jeſus 
Ghriſt, as hit Oommiſſſone : 


IV. He has given us Aſſurance of this ues 
Taub, in hiv railing him from the Dead. 


2 Theſe great 2 contain che. moſt 


50 
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Or ind ol theſe Heads 1 ben peak in in 

der order. | FAB; 
I begin wah: abs! ; ris: 

af XL; Vix. That God will judge the World-in 
Rightooninelod: is 1: Gon eee lng | 

In ſpeaking to the Branch of the 8 ert; 1 
ſhall, for the Illuſtration and Proof of it, inſiſt 
on che' following Heads. "It 

- Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, Thar has Original Righe 
of Judging the World belongs unto God alone. 
Secondliy, I ſhall ſhew, That all thoſe Per- 
fections are to be found in him alone, that 
both capacitate him for the Exerciſe of that 
Right, and aſſure us of the Equity: ein Righ+ 
revuſiieſs of his Sentencgce.. 

FThbirdliy, I ſhall conſider wha Raiba 1 
Light: of Nature does furniſh-us with of the 
_ cerrainty of ſuch a future judgment. 
And then I ſhall make fome Practinah Re- 
flexions upon the whole. mit 
Firſt, T ſhall-ſhew, That the Original Right 
of Judging the World belongs unto God alone. 


To — 2 reaſonable Creatures, i. e. to call 


them to an account for their Actions, in order 
to final Rewards or Puniſnments, is àn Act of 
ſovereign Authority that ſuppoſes them to be 


his rightful Subjects, who is their ſupreme 


Judge. Now, who can claim ſuch a 


* 
Aathority over tho World (both of 


Men) but he that ade it? Who has inch an > 


abſolute Right to give Laws for 
8 dur moral Adtiot 8, add to paſs/ Senrenco 
| | upon 
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| 80165 us 2 our — or Violation of 
them, bur he that gave us our Beings, and en- 


dued us with ſuch reaſonable: and ſelf-deter- 
mining Powers; as render us capable Subjects 
of moral Government? Well therefore might 


| Abrabam deſcribe him by this Character of the 
| Judge of the whole Earth, xviii Gen. 25. Nay, 
ſo juſtly does he claim this Power of Fudging 
he World, as his Original Rigbt, that all Le- 


 Siſlatrve- and Fudicial de among Men is 


detived from him. There is no Power. (or 
Rigbtful Authority) but Sha is' of God. Al 
| Juch Powers are of his. Ordination, xiii: Rom. I. 
. havin N by tke Light of Nature' ſufficient. 

| 7 gn nifie his Will, Jody: concerning the Of: 
of Civil Magiſtracy in general, andthe 


— it ſhould be ſubſer vient to, vir. the 


Terror of all Evil-Doers; and tbe Praiſe 1 


ire f then that do! well. Ser ver. 3.) B 
im Xings rule and Princes-decree” 
; * Faſt ; tie Miniſters bfedod, to their 
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| Subjects, fon and in the Sun ſtmout of 
the lagitious = theytare the Minis 
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Power ſhould remind us of his final Judgment. 
As to earthly Magiſtrates indeed, their Autho- 
rity is not only bounded by him that gave 
it, but may in the firſt Conſtitution of Civil 


Government admit of many Limitations from 


thoſe that voluntarily ſubject themſelves to it, 
and can only be regularly ſer: up over willing 
conſenting Nations. But God's Judicial Autho- 


rity is abſolute and unlimited, founded on his 
Act of Creation, and therefore of univerſal Ex- 
tent, and antecedent to any Choice or Conſent on 


emp... 
- Secondly, All thoſe Perfections are to be 
found in God alone, that capacitate him for 
the Exerciſe of this Right (of Fudging the 
World and that may Fare us of the Equity 

and Righteoufneſs of his Judgment. 
As to all Human Judgment, there are ſo ma- 
nifold Imperfections attending it, ariſing part- 


4 
2 
T 

* 


ties and Imperfections of our finite Nature, 


and chiefly: from thoſe corrupt Propenſions of 


our lapſed: Nature (which earthly Princes are 
no more exempted from than the reſt of Man- 
kind) that God alone can perſectiy judge his 
reaſonable Creatures: Tis in his Sentence 


alone that Mankind can fully acquieſce, and 
are therefore ultimately to be judged by him. 
And this will clearly appear if we conſider 


what Excellencies are required in otder to paſs 
ſuch a perfect and finally deciſire Sentence 
on all VL nK1 10, a As, 0.28: * of 4 n 
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117. Tis requiſite, that he who. ſhould: / 
Iy and ultimately judge the World, ſhould pet. 
be jo eee che Perſons and 7. hings that are to 


1. 


* 


-Tis for want of this perfection har hw 5 
fate: a Hlaw and Defect, ſuch an Uncertainty 
and Doubrfulneſs'in the Adminiſtrations of Hu- 
man juſtice, even when tis in the hands of 
the moſt upright and neee e 
among Men. ; 

Their Knowledge is at beſt ſo limited 1 
defectiue, that it can reach no farther than to 


thoſe Overi- Acts, the Words or External Works 


of Men. And even as to thoſe, ſince carthly 
Judges themſelves are not ſuppoſed to be the 
Bye and Far- witneſſes of the Matters to be 
judged; they muſt proceed either upon the 
Teſtimony of 'Witneſſes, (who are at belt fal- 
lible, and 3 are Fre bribed m ſuborned 

or upon the ſtrong Preſumptions of circumſtan- 
roy — (chat is at delt but dubious and 
liable to Miſconſtruction and Miſtake.) And 
where there is ſo much 3 in the Evi- 
dence, from the e e le Falſhood 
of thoſe that give it, — Gm Obſeurity"6f 
it, there can be no other — A fallible Judy. 
ment given: Nay, in ſome very intricate Caſes, 
the Matter of Right may be as dubious as the 
Matter of Fact, and capable to puzzle and vou. 


tions of Men, they do. not ſo much as fall 
N . „ under 


S neee 


1 of the wiſeſt of Men. 
4 then for che far greateſt part of eee 
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judgment; 159 
under the Obſervation and Cognizance, and 
therefore not under the Judgment of Human 
Courts of Judicarure, I mean, our 7houghts 
and Juclinatious, our Intentions and Purpoſes- 
And yet theſe are not only the far greateſt and 
moſt conſiderable part of our Actions, but 
ſuch as contain in them the moſt of moral Good 
or Evil: Nay, tis from our inward | Thoughts 
and Jutentions, our inward Aims and Deſigus, 
the in ward Motives and Principles we act from, 
that our Words and external Worts chiefly 
derive their Goodneſs or Malignity. Tis theſe 
unſeen Springs they flow from that chiefly ren- 
der them rewardable or puniſhable. Many faul- 
ty Words and Works may be greatly extenuated 
or aggravated by the Ignorance or Knowledge, 
. by: the Surpriꝛe or Deliberation, by the good 
or ill Iuntentious of thoſe by whom they are 
uttered and done. And no ee gt can 
ſo ſar penettate into this Cabinet of Mens 
Hearts, as to diſcern in what Meaſure and De- 
gree. they are culpable. And tis very obvious 
to gur Thoughts, how fort and limited, how 
dubious) and uncertain their Judgment muſt be, 
even from this unavoidable Imperſection of 
us, and that in a very defecti ve manner. 
He then alone is capable to paſs a perfect 
and deciſive Judgment upon all Mankind, 
whoſe Knowledge is univerſal and unerring, 
_ boundiefs and (infinite. To bim every particu- 
lar Penſen chat appears at his e 782 oy 
Sabo If | BE TECTLY. 


* 


3 


S Known. — — = all com | en ing 
View. every:Man's Works : Ways: are obwi- 
aus and »aked £1 Nay, his peircing Eye: pene· 
trates into che ſecret Receſſes of every Mans 
. all. be 50 al 105 3 w _ 
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All- ſeeing Witneſs, who compaſſes our Path and 
our Bed, who beſets us before and behind, and 

* whoſe (unlimited) Preſence we can no where. 

by = 

our paſt Actions out of the Book of hit Remem- 
brance. They are all penn d down in the Re- 


cords of his Omniſcience; all our moſt ſeeret 
Sins axe there ſet in the Light f his Counte- 


nance, and will appear again to our Sante ene 


and Condemnation, if pardoning Mercy. does 


not now paſs; an Act of Oblivion 204 Indem- 


: nity upon them: Nay, whereas in earthly 


Courts, nothing. does ſo efſectually juſtify their 


— as the Confeſion of the guilty Actors 


emſelves, and therefore in many dubious 


— where the preſumptive 8 has 


? been Arg dat not * , it has been the 


No Diſtance of Time can efface any of 
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to be judged; bur be 


Pracht of He Nations to extort fink: 4 Con- 
feſſion by Torture: Herein the Perfection of 
God's Judgment appears, not only that g own 
Teſtimony is in this Caſe unerring and infallible, 
bur that he has that ſovereign Power over the 
Conſctiences of Men, that he can awaken their 
ſelf reflexive Faculty, and oblige every guilty 


Sinner to a voluntaty Confeſlion of all chat is 
laid to his charge; ; he can command every 
wicked Man's Conſcience to turn his own Ac 


cuſer, and to give in Evidence againſt "himſelf; 


And there can be no farther diſpute about tlie 


Truth of the Evidence, where two ſuch un- 
queſtionable Witneſſes give it in, as the All- 
knowing God and every Man's own Conſcience. 
So that this plorious Perfection of Omniſcience 
gives us the higheſt Security that the great 
Judge of the whole Earth can neither” miſtake 
in Matter. of Fa# nor in Matter of "Right. He 
alone therefore is capable of paſſing an uner- 
8 and Ar ee l N vo all Man- 
eee eee, 
* Tis requiſte, That be who ſhoutd PA 


fett and vtimately judge the World, ſhould 


not only perfectly Know the Perſons and Th 
che Perfections of his 
own Nate ſet above the reach of any poſſible 


Temptation, xo pay a wrong barer upon 


1 3-44 5 ? n | 
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It earthly Courts of Fadicartre; Juſtice'i $ of- 


ten - perverred, not fo much through the 1g. 
voraute, as through the * of 9 
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hat ſhould adminiſter it. Sometimes a par- 
tempts them to overlook and extenuate his 
Guilt, and makes them turn the Ballance to- 
wards the ſide they favour moſt; ſo that they 
regard more, whoſe Cauſe it is, than hat the 
real Merits of it are. Sometimes Prejudice: or 
Fallen miſlead; them, ſo that imaginary Crimes. 
paſs for real Guilt, and any lame Evidence for 
uftcient. Proof againſt. thote- whom they bare, 
and ate glad of any plauſible Occaſion of 
wrecking their Malice on. And in that. caſe, 
Laws. are wire-drawn and firetched. to the ut- 
moſt of unreaſonable Rigour and Severity. At 
other times, .Bribes blind the Eyes of earthly 
Judges; ſo that theit on private Intereſt is 
the main Rule by which they meaſure the 
Right of others, and the Cauſe goes on that 
fide on which the Conſiderations. of Advantage 
and Gain turn the Scale. Sometimes a ſervile 
Fear of thoſe that are powerful and grear, 
ſtrikes an awe into earthly Judges, and makes 
them weild the Sword of Juſtice: wich a zrem- 
bling and wavering Hand, afraid to ſtrike ſuch 
potent Ofſenders, as may have it in their 
power to reſent and revenge the impartial Exe · 
cution of publick Juſtice. And thus the Faults 
of great Men, through, a finfut and cowardly 


: 


Connivance, often eſcape unpuniſne . 
But chere is nothing of this kind that can 
pervert the Judgment of the great and blefſed 
God. The eſſential and inflexible Rigbreouſ- 


Te it 5; * \ neſs 


Ea HERS SEN eas n 88 4 


Re = = 8 r 


an 70 Hotentare. —— 4 4 1g, 
wn N i. — M 2 arty 


wie] ref 


nite Benignity and Clemeney, who is'good' to all, 
and whoſe render Mercies are ober all the Works 
of- his hauds, give us the higheſt ſecurity, That 
he has no Enmity againſt his reaſonabie Crea- 

N Tos one: their: HONG: real ee. have 
rai and that in judging them, his | 
will be fo tempered with-Geodneſs, as 2 
all che fayourable. Allowances that are conſi- 
ſtent. with che Honour of his impartial Equity. 
And for that Paſon tliat often miſguides the 
Judgment of Men, it can have no place with 
m. whoſe. perfect Mind is always in an un- 
diſturbed rey and Calm, and the Exerciſe 
of whoſe Jaſtice is always under the Conduct 
of infinite iſdom and Ne And for the 
Temptation-af Intereſt, he is inſinitely above it, 
who is abſolutely Al. ſuſicient, WO ſtands in 


no need of, his Creatures, who can receive | 


no. real-Bexefit from their Acguittul and Huppi- 
neſe, nor Dammage from their Cunmemmnat ion and 
Misery. He has therefore no ſiniſter Motives 
to ſway him. He is not capable of being 
ſo. much as tempted to any Act of Miaſt ire or 
Evil. And for rhat wrerched Weakneſfs, The 
ſeruile Fear of Human Greatneſs," we can ſuſ- 
pect no ſuch thing in him, who is the (gre, 
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__ jo" his! — e us — n partial 
Allection and Favout can ever biaſs his —7 
ment; and that there is o [more 


5 of Perſous with im, 2 Rom. Ki. And his aß 
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earthly Princes are as entirely ſubject as the 
meaneſt of their Vaſſals, and to whoſe vin- 
dictive Power and juſtice they are equally 
obnoxious. And tis upon this Conſideration, 
that earthly Magiſtrates are charged, Not to 
feur the Faces of Mem, becauſe the Fudgment 3s 
God g, who is infinitely above the greateſt of 
Men, and before whom the meane/t Peaſant 
ſhall have as favourable an Hearivg” 28 the 
ee Monarch, x Deut. xviii. 

We ſee then chat theſe adorable perſections 
of inflexible Juſtice, and boundleſs Goodneſs, of 
ba: xt Wiſdom, of entire All-ſuffciency and 

te Self happineſs, of abſolure Tudependency 


And Seventies 6 "Joined: with Omniſcience, give 


us the higheſt Aſſurance of the Equity of God's 
final Sentence. And to be convinced of that 
is a matter of great importance, and tis high⸗ 
ly: requiſite that we ſhould entertain ſuch 
Thoughts of him that is to be our imute 
Judge, and from whoſe Sentence there lies no 
Appeal. T here is nothing that Men have 
uſually a more quick and pungent Senſe of, 
than the Injuſtice of Human Courts of Judi- 
cature, where''oppreſſed Innocence expects 
find Relief. Sohm does juſtly "reckon it 
among the great Foils he had ſeen ander the 
Suu, Thur be beheld the Place of Fuldgment, and 
 Wickedneſs' was there; and the Place of Righte- 
 ouſneſs, that Iniquity was there, iii Eccleſ. 16. 
And fure nothing can be more grievous to Hu- 
| man than to be. oppreſſed and — 
1225 under 
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under a falſe Shew of Juſtice, and to be deſtroy- 
ed and ruined under the abuſed Forms of Law. 
And the Preacher could find no Eaſe and Relief 
under rhis melancholy Reflexion, without look- 


ing forward to an higher and ultimate Fudgment, 


which this Calamity. naturally led him to the 
Conſideration of, 7 ſaid in. mine heart, God ſhall. 
judge the Righteous and the Wicked, for there it 
a Time there for every Purpoſe and every Work, 
v. 17. . d. And ſince Juſtice is often entirely 


* baniſhed from among Men, it will ſurely have 


Place with God. Since often rhe Oppreſſed 
are not to expect it here, there is a higher: 
** Tribunal, there is a future Time when they 


_ & may look for the Redreſs of ſo otherwiſe in- 


<« tolerable a Grievance.” And, O what an 
unſpeakable Excellency does it argue in the 
Judgment of God, that tis liable to no Suſpici- 
on of Partiality or Iniguity / That thoſe whom: 
it condemns will have nothing to object againſt: 
it, but will be obliged to own the Equity of it, 
and go away under Eternal Conviction, thar 


his Sentence upon them is moſt. righteous and 


juſt | Tis every way fit that no reaſonable Plea: 


or Exception ſhould lie againſt a Judgment that 


is final and abſolute, decifive and irreverſible. 
3. Tis requiſite, That he who: ſhall perfectly 
and ultimately judge the World be endued with 
Power to execute the Sentence he ſhall paſs upon 


Fo 


0 f Ae 


8 The — 'earthiy idee 2 
limited. The Number and Intereſtof Offendets 
does oſten ſer them above the reach of Laws, 
and ſecures their preſent Impunity in their 
Orimes. The Power of Princes may be too 
weak to call great Offenders to an Account, 
and may oblige them to connive at thoſe Enot- 


mities they dare not venture to puniſh. | Nay, 


Offenders may eaſily by Flight, or by volunta- 
ry Death eſeape out of the Hands of Public 
Juſtice, when their atrocious Crimes deſerve 
the utmoſt Rigour of human Puniſhments:* On 
che other hand, the Number of well deſerving 
Subjects, and their Services, may be too great 
for the ſeanty Treaſures of a liberal Prince to 
reward in any Proportion ro their real Merit. 
Bur tis far otherwiſe here. There is witly 
the great God, an Unlimited Power to execure 
that Judgment that his I»flexible' Juſtice does 
award, and chat to the utmoſt Degree of dur 
and much more above what we can 
pretend 70 deſer ve. Hum Punifhments can 
only immediately reach the Bodys and Death al- 
f 3 — an End to chem won) bog 
Tis God alone, that can makwus/wwplearly 
bi ppy or ena and that for ver He has 
all the Springs of our Nature in his Hand, and 
- can give us the ſtrongeſt as well as moſt du- 
rable Senſations of Pleaſure or of Pain. _ 
cats Shflit 7orments that are both exdieſy and 
#utolerable. - He can fill our Souls with that 
| N — _ "Deſpair, - * 
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which there! is no 3 of Relief. He 
lives for ever, and therefore can puniſb for 
ten. Men only Can Kill the Bady, but he 
can deſtioy both Body and Soul in Hell for ever, 
* Matt. 28. He = aſſign us a Reward: ſyit- 


ed to the utmoſt Capacities and Duration 


of our Nature. He has all the Treaſures of 
Heaven and Eartb, of Grace and Glory in his 
Hand, and can beſtow. an Happineſs on us ag 


far beyond our Conceptions as beyond our De- 


ſerts. He can be an Eternal as well as an ex- 
ceeding great Neward. None knows either the, 
Power of his vindictive Wrath, or the Extent of 
his remunerative Goodneſs. There is no ſuperior 
Tribunal to reverſe his Sentence; and no ſape- 
rior Power to top the Execution of it. And tis 
fit that he alone 5 finally judge the World, 


who alone can fully reward and Saad. . the, 


Inhabitants thereof. 

Thus you ſee, T That God alone is poſſaſſed 
of ali choſe glorious Perfections that capacitate 
him for the Exerciſe of his Right to judge the, 
World, and may aſſure us of the 8 
and Equity of his e ee wh een 

I now come, R 5 © * "7 701 

Thirdly; To conſider Hr wah Evidence * 


Light of Nature does furniſh us with ene 8 
ing the Certainty of a future Fugen. 
For indeed, a due Conſideration of that 
proof which the Light of Nature does-fuggeſs 


to us to convince us of this great Truth, ma 


Nan 9 —— 


N and fable Diſtovetics v we have 'concern- 


ing it from ſupernatural Revelation. For this is 
a Principle of wr wg as well as of een, 


e LE, 
Now the Donates 1 1 2 fo ature eee OS may 
be juſtly inferred from ſuch common but ſolid 


and ſubſtantial Arguments as theſe; 


I. From the refers dm of God's Mons: com- 


2 with the N nt rac gere of his Pro- 


W 


S From thoſe Mttings of our own Conſcien? ) 
ces that have a plain reference and ue eee 


to ſuch a future Judgment. 


3. From the general Conſent of Mankind in 
the Acknowledgement of this Truth. © 

- T here omit the Evidence we have Pu oh 
peowticral Revelation, becauſe _ will occur 


under the fourth general Head. Se e 


I. We may inter the — — oY Prong 
Judgment from the Perfectious of ' God's Nature; 
copy of with the eee eee of bi 


Providente.” M1 Ao Mor Acgde am: 15 


£ 


It was a just an of Gicens That 


the Epicureans in denying the Providence of 
God did by juſt conſtruction deny his very Be- 


ing! And indeed as to all rhe Purpoſes of Re- 
ligien; tis the ſame thing to believe, That here 


110 God as to believe, That be utterly abandons- 


ehr Cure and Government of that Morld that he 
his: made. I ſhall rherefore-ar'preſent rake it for 
granted, That there isa God that made this 
World by: * . 0 5 it by his Pro- 
ano EG © Vidence. 
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legibly engraven upon the admirable: Order and 
mutual Subſerviency and regular Motions of the 
conſtituent Parts of this viſible World, as the 
former is engraven upon their very Beings. 
And ſure we, that ſee inferior Creatures under 
the ſteady Conduct of ſuch a ſovereign and 


univerſal Providence, have no reaſon to ſup- 


poſe God's reaſonable Creatures ( the nobleſt 
part of his Workmanſhip ): excluded from the 
Care of it. Suppoſing then ſuch a Providence, 
all the Queſtion will be, Whether rhe nreſent 
Diſpenſations of it towards this lower World 


can be conſiſtent with the undoubted Per- 


fections of his Nature, without the Suppoſi · 


tion of a future Judgment? All that own a 


God, muſt acknowledge him to be a Bei 
of wy perfett Wiſdom, and Fuftice: and Good-- 

But how can we ſuppoſe the great 
Ruler of the World to be poſſeſſed of theſe 
adorable Perfections, if we take our Meaſures 
of him by his preſent erer. and ex- 
clude the Conſideration of 4 a to 


come? ; . e as n * N FX: - 


Lisa | juſt-Obſervarion — ah: eats Man 


makes concerning the preſent coutſe of things, 
and which he complains of as a great Evil un- 


der the Sun, That all things comè alite to al; 


That i there is one Event o the Righteous" and 


the Wicked; Jo tbe Good and Clean, aud to tbe 
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Sinner; And he that ſweareth as he that feareth 
4 Oatb, ix Eceleſ. 2. But where is the Fuſtice 
and Goodneſs of the great Ruler of the World, 
if he make no remarkable difference between 
thoſe: that obſerve and thoſe that violate his 
holy Laws? If he always carry it with an an- 
_ diſtinguiſhing Hard towards thoſe that fear and 
love; and thoſe that hate and affront him? How 
irrefiſtible a Temptation would this be (with- 
out the Suppoſition of a future Audit and 
Judgment) to conclude, either chat God does 
not govern the World, and has given no Laws to 
Mankind, or that he is wholly indifferent: and 
unconcerned whether they: obey them or no 2; And 
if we ſhould: think ſuch an 2#differency. an in- 
excuſable Blemiſh on the Reputation of an 
earthly Prince, and wholly inconſiſtent with 
either Juſtice or Goodneſs, we muſt needs think 
it a much more irreparable Stain on the Glory 
of the Divine Government, and irreconcileable 
vrick rhofe Perfections that belong to tlie great 
and univerſal Sovereign. And yet this is real- 


ly the Caſe, if there be no future Judgment, 


in which a righteous and good God will put a 
manifeſt and diſcernable difference between the 
Righteous aud the Wicked, ' between bim that: 
where is the Wiſdom of God, if he never redify. 


this ſeeming Confuſion and Diſorder? - If in his. 


moral Government he leave theſe glorious Per- 
fections under a perpetual Cloud and Obſcarity o 
If as to the general courſe of his Adminiſtra- 
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tions, none ever fare the better for their Ohe- 
dience and Fidelity ro him, or the worſe; for 
their Rebellion and Difobedience > How then 
ſhould that Eſſential Juſtice of his Nature be 
known that prompts him to give to every one 
according to their Works» How fhauld that 
Goodneſs appear that inclines him liberaliy to 
reward thoſe that diligently ſeek him? And will 
a God of inffnite Miſdom ſo govern the World, 
as to leave no Traces of Juſtice and Goodneſs 
upon his Adminiſtrations? Will he always ſuf⸗ 
fer the Glory of theſe adorable Excellencies to 
lie under à per petua Eclipſe? no 
Nay, there is a far more inſuperable OS. 
j eſtiam againſt the Conduct of Divine Provi- 
dence; if we admit not the Suppoſition of a 
future Fudgment. For tis no unuſual thing ta 
obſerve à far greater Evil under the Sun, Viz: 
To fee juſt Men to whom it happens according; ta 
_ the work: of the Wicked;' and wicked Men to whoin 
it happens according to the wort of the Righte+ 
04s,” viii Ecclefi 14. How often do we behold 
the Tears and bear the Groans of opprefſed In- 
nocence, on the one hand, and the 2 ot 
powerful Oppreſſors on the other? How aſten 
do we ſee an eminent Saint cloathed with Rags, 
and like Lazarus, lying at the: rich Man's door, 
and defrrous to feed on the crambs that fall ſram 
his Table, while the vieh Senſual; himſelf is 
cloathed in Purple and Scarlet, and fares ſump+ 
tuouſy every days How often do we behold 
deſpiſed piety on the Dungbil, and proſperous 
1 5 Oo, > Woes - 
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Witkedneſs on the Throne? Nay, how often 


does Mens Reverence of God and his Laws, 
and their Zeal and Fidelity in his Service ex- 


poſe them to the greateſt of Sufferings (even 
to the loſs of Life and all the valuable Com- 
forts thereof) while the ſucce/ſ5ful Crimes of 
others often raiſe them to the greateſt height 
of Temporal Felicity and Glory 2 How fre- 
quent occaſion have good Men to renew the 
bitter Complaints of Fob and of 4faph, con- 


cerning. the uninterrupted Praſperity of the 


Wicked,” who live and become old, and mighty 
in power, having their. Seed eſtabliſhed in their 
fight and. their Off-ſpring before their Eyes, &c. 
while the 'Righteous are plagued all the day long, 


and chaſtened/ every morning, and have the Ma. 


ters of a full (but bitter) Cup wrung out to them? 
Compare the Twenty-firſt of Fob, with the 


Seventy-firſt Palm. And how ſhall we recon- 


eile ſuch Events as theſe with rhe Juſtice and 


Goodneſs of God, if we ſuppoſe that he ſuf. 


fers aſſtidled Piety to go for. ever unremarded, 
and proſperous Wickedneſs. to go for ever unpu- 
viel? Nay, what injurious Apprehenſions 
muſt we entertain of the great Ruler of the 


World, if we ſuppoſe his Providence ſo often 
to eſtabliſſi ſuch a preſent Connexion between 
Impiety and Temporal Happineſs, and between 


come, and no future Rewards and Puniſoments 


to rectify this ſeeming Irregularity, and to ju- 
Kix che 
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onduct of Providence in ſuch Events 
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as ſeem to caſt the greateſt Blemiſh and Re- 
proach upon it. For to thoſe that look d no 
farther than this preſent Life, theſe Events 
have appeared ſuch a monſtrous Deformity in 
the Conduct of Providence, as have ſtrongly 
tempted them to the diſ belief of it. And 
indeed, their d;/-belzef of it ſeems very Excu- 
ſable, if there were no future Judgment to 
falve theſe formidable Objections againſt it, 
and to manifeſt the Conſiſtency of it with tlie 
Fuſtice and Benignity of the Divine Nature. 

Tis true indeed, that ſometimes the Provi- 
dence of God has remarkably interpoſed in 
rewarding the Piety of good Men with an 
eminent degree of Temporal Proſperity and 


— 


Happineſs. And his Juſtice has ſometimes ſig- 


naliz d it ſelf by exemplary Inſtances of its 
Severity againſt enormous Sinners, even by 
ſuch Temporal Judgments as have carried the 
Nature of their Crimes engraven on them. 
But theſe Inſtances of God's Rewarding: Good. 
neſs and Puniſping Fuſtice here, ate ſo rare, 
that they are no Way capable to counter-bal- 
lance the ſtrong Objections drawn againſt the 
Juſtice and Gbodueſs of God from the more 
general Courſe of his Providence; which Ob- 
Jections would be ſtill una»ſwer#ble without th 
Suppoſition of à future Judgment. For What 
would it ſignify to clear the Juſtice of Provh 


dence, that it does inflict exemplary Puniſh- 
ment on a few Offenders, when it not ow 
ſuffers many ' Thouſands equaly guilty te 
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ay, is o far from puniſhing: them 
here, as rather to confer and heap all imagi- 
nable Temporal Favours and Benefits upon 
theme And what would it ſignify to vindi- 
_ cateithe Goodneſs of God here, that he: viſibly 
rewards the Piety of 4 few: good Men, when 
the generality of them not only are no viſible 
Gainers, but are like to be irreparable Loſers 
by their Loyalty and dutiful Affection to him? 
. yet this is manifeſtly the Caſe, if there 
be no judgment to come, and no future Re- 
wards and Puniſhments awarded by it. 
Now to ſtrengthen chis Argument; I 5 
briefly ſubjoin theſe two Conſiderations. 20. 
he one is, That there are many proſper- 
ous Sinners in this World above the teach uf 
2 Juſtice, and ſuch. therefore as God alone 
gan judge and puniſh. Such is the Gaſe of 
Mochoſs potent Op e proud Nimrods of 
the Earth that 
kace ; whoſe. Crimes as far tranſcen 
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chat of 


ordinary Sinners in cheir Extend ane Aegrava- 5 


tion, as they are exalted above them in Gran 


; dure and Power. And What hall we chink of i 


the Juſlice of he Jadge of the whole Earthy if 
ſuch Sinners. of the ſirſt Magnitude ſhall. eſcape 
with viſible Impunity; if ſuch Monſters of 
Wickedneſs ſhall be as autable at the Bar 
f Go, as they pretend to be at the Bar ef 
Men; and — little to feat from his Ven- 
geance, as they have from any human Court 
ns men Men 


1 with Cruelgy and e. 


„„ ene ernennen fron] tg 


not. puniſh them, 800 
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God does nat obſervably puniſh many of them 
in this World; and where then is the Juſtice of 
the Univerſal Sovereign, if he reſerve them not 
to his Judgment in the World to come? On this 
Suppoſition, the moſt hainous of all Offenders 
will ſeem in the Eye of the World to be his 

teateſt Favourites, and thoſe that of all Men 

aye moſt deſerved his vindictive Severity will 
never remarkably feel it at al. 2rd ts & 


many Mens Crimes do extend far beyond the 
Limits of their own Life, even to future Gene- 
rations: Even ſuch pernicious Effects as they 
might eaſily foreſee would reach to ſucceeding 
Ages. And ſince the Authors of them go un- 


puniſhed here, What ſnould we think of the 


Juſtice of God, if he reſerve them not to a fus 
ture Accoumt: Thus the ſanguinary Laws af 
ſome Princes extend their deſtructive Influence 


to ſucceeding Reigns, and involve the Throne 


in the guilt of innocent Blood for many Gene- 


rations. So do the wicked Sentences of un- 


juſt Judges, not only deſtroy the Property or 
the Lives of many innocent Sufferers, but are 
a: perpetual and irreparable Wrong to all their 
thoſe leud and profane, or Inſidel-Writers, the 
poiſonous Contagion of Whoſe curſed Books 
diffuſes it ſelf in the World, ro the Infection of 
others, long after the Authors are in their 
Graves: Where then is the Juſtice of God, if 


ſuch Wretches not only eſcape here, but are by 


Death 
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5 On Judgment. 
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o that . the curſed 
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puniſhments e enſue 175 all theſe 


jections _againſt God's preſent. e ür 1 


Atte fülly anſwered; all theſe ſeeming Difficul- 


ties of Providence are fully ſolved ; the Juſtice 2 
and Goodneſs of God ate vindicated ; the Wil- ti 


tray. of Providence 1 is\dilplayed: 30 
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31. Becauſe he hath appointed a Day in 
50 Tk he will judge the World in Righ- 
1 "reonſmeſs, by that Man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he hath given afſus. 
 Tauce to all 1 in » that be hath rai. ed 


HAVE 3 Tonk the Words 
propoſed theſe Heads of 1 
ſtruction- VC 
I. That God will comics 
Judge. the World: in Righteout: 


8 13 
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| ic Chriſt Jeſus, as his Commiſſioner. Hav 


Fh he hath given all Men Mum 
b 7 ra hu from the, Dead. | 


Judgmene is a Proper 3 and d powerful Argutnete 


= * begin with the . 
IL. % Thar. God will certainly, Judge abe 
Fong in Righteouſneſs. - 0 


In ſpeaking hereto, I propoſed. . 
1. 70 ſnew, That the Right of — 15 
Warld does originally belong to God alone. 
. That all choſe Perſections are to, be 


und in God alone, that capacitate him for 


the Exerciſe, of char Right, and aſſure we © the 


l wet e Heads Taye aan reated 
F „dn procedgvd. ve 


inty -of uch A final Judgment. * 7 2 Fo lc 


And here I propoſed ro/take Notice of fuch 


Argpmants for it as ariſe; 


Firſt, From the "adorable Pex ITY 1 af 


God Nature, compared: with . 


Now, "this is atnedy 
"the, Nun of The! World, without the 


ee 8 „ Suppoition 


_ ;:W-.Jo-hew,. What pee we have even 
iis the Light of Nature, concerning the Cer- 


1 the 
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Sapyaſiion 5 A future Judgment, and t Re. 
wards, and Puniſhments that ſhall chen be diſ- 
penſed. Whereas, that Suppoſition ſolves all 
theſe C otherwiſe unanſwetable) Objections 
againſt Providence, and evety way vindicates 
rhe Wiſdom and Eyaity, and diſplays: the 
Beauty and ei ei or Haas x apagi 
8 But, - 3834. £6 2400 4 
"1 Secondly, We may argue Fags alle Certainty 
ol a future Judgment from thoſe' Acfings of our 
own Conſczences that have a manifeſt wo 
and Subſerviency thereto. 1 
The great Judge of the whole World, to re- 
mind all Mankind: of his own Judgment-Scar, 
has erected à 773b#nal in every Man's Breaſt 
in Sabordination' thereto.” Conſcience” (where 
the genuine Exerciſe of its ſelt-reflexive Power 
e806 wilfully: ſtifled aud ſuppreſſed }- does in 
every Man act the part of a-Wienefs, and that 
allo of a Juulge, both in paſſing a Juagmem up- 
n our Actions, and in diſpenſing 1omethirig 
«6 preſent Remurds and Pauiſhments. 
. Conſcience" acts the part of an inferior 
Judge: in reviewing ok reſins a Preſent ally 
net upon out Actions ON, 
Tis ſeta his Bod thar God has . 
with that admirable Power of Self. Reftb rien, 
rhat We may look back on our oοlðͤ moral 
Actions. And cherefore our Conſrientez, ds 
ehe faithfat Witneſſes for God in or- Gn 
Breaſt, firſt Augen, ee ene — 
9 e gor | N 8 f | Appro⸗ | 
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Acai amide of them. Jad: the 
Evidence concerning Matter of Fact being once 
given in; Conſcience proceeds to compare it 
with the Law of God (Either chat Lam writs 
ten in the Heart, which is common to all 
Mankind, among whom ſome Notices of: Good 
or ualj of Sin or Duiy are preſerved, or the 
written Law alſo, as to thoſe that enjoy che 
beneſim of ſupernatural Revelation.) And up- 
| vn :the:-compariſon; vur own Thoughts accuſe 
or excuſe us, i. e. they pronounce our Actions 
to be Good or Evil, conformable or diſconſor- 
mable to the Will and: Law of-God;:and accord- 
_ angly. either acguit or condemn! us, either ap. 
plaud and —— or wy and reprouch us, 
r wm bog: dotfipran4s gr 
0 PR this Jus beer which Conſcience 
Pebparatory: to the final Judgment of TORR 
evidenr-from ſeveral Conſiderations: 4; ? 

a Cnnſeience does as truly thus ace or MY 
dem us for Actions that none but God and our 
onritBouls: are conſcious. to às forcthoſe:rhar 


proves cus for the moſt ſecret Exerriſes of Ne- 
cent dar Olum Chen ue chere in fe- 
; pour arts to our: heavenly? Fa- 

ther): 2&forthoſe;Ats:of publick> Devorion'in 


nes ad condewa ws for vr mol ae 


is ſubſervient amd 


r 8228882 Frerr sg as 


he and Obſervation of 
Men.) Conſcience as truly àpplauds and ap- 


which we join With religious Aſſembhes- On 


a dema us for our mold hidden 
bern * C £2 Acts 
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ber Wiekrduec -which>no- PINOY 
uf God beholds; as forvthoſe Sins which we 
commit in the face of the Sun. Nay; Con- 
ſcience does as truly reproachꝭ us foro the ſms 
puritiet of our Thoaghts!! and inward Deffres 
and Iutentious, as for out criminał ura and 
Mort. And even in thoſe Acts of Diflimu- 
lation towards God and Men, which carry a 
fair Outſide and Appearance, and therefore 
often reuommend us to the good Opinion f 
— — Men; Conſcience that is Witneſs to 
—_— Hypocriſy therein, does often upbraid 
and condemn us for thoſe: very Actions for 
— our ignorant Fellow - Creatures ( who 
diſcern not the contrariety between our exter- 
nal Profeffion and our inward Diſpoſition, be- 
_ xweenirlis Eanguag e of our Lips, and that of 
our Hearts q are cena to applaud and admite 
. bonD-to0:onmm brian r og aint £797 4 
LL. Conſcienae oſten condemns us for thoſe 
Sins which no human Law forbids; which no 
human Osurts/ of Judicature take àny Gog- 
mizante of which are a Violations bf. no 
other LN Hut tthat of God's} and cognizable 
et no otliera Fribunab but his. Nay; Conſci- 
enceg in imitation of that Lniverſal Sovereign, 

_ Whoſe Deputy is, exerciſes jtsqudicial:Power 
over the grrateſt of earth Princes, as wolhag 
over the meaneſt of theit Subjects. Tt accuſes 
and repteanbhas thoſe proud Tyrants, om all 
their ſerxile Attendant latter and idoliae- It 
alls“ bee an Accouf kor their Orimes, 
BA 905 | | + 1 : 
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100 u pecds its — co ing Sentence 


upon them, who are above the teach and fear 
of being accountable to Men. Tis not to 
be brib d and aw'd by human Greatneſs and 
Power. Tis not afraid to ſpeak” _ _ 


Language ro the greateſt earthly Mon 


Which none of their Subjects dare uſe. — 1 


ſcience, that ſpeaks in che Name of rbe bleſſed 
and only Potentate, the King of 3 and Lord 
of Lordi, thinks it no way i 
ſay o a Ming, Thou art wicted, 
Te are ungodly,” xxxiv fFolm 18. 
Now, What can we think of HD — 


Acts of Conſcience in the Exereiſe of its 
_ ſelf-reflexive + and judicial Power, but that 
they ate a'\ pteludium of God's /final Judge 


ment, and a kind of ſolemn Citation and Sum. 
mons to appear at his Bar? We cunnot think 
of any Methods more univerſal; more extem 
and effectual than this, to forwürn All 
Mankind of chat final Judgment, and te a 
waken them to ſerigus Preparatium for it. 
For how reaſonable and juſt is the Inferenee; 
that if our own  Heatts — 1, God, who 
ir greater thei our \Fleatts,” and Kew B thing | 
can, and will do it much more Whereas; 


eur bb Hearts condemn"us not (i. el upon zm | 


partial Selſ. Trial,) ben may we babe confidence 
| towards God. So that eirfier we muſt "regard 
theſe judicial Actings of Conſcience as prepas» 
—.— to the final Judgment of God, ot 'we 
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aecount⸗ 8 do a Frightfal e 
ances moſt groundleſs and unreaſonable. Ima-· 
ginations. Bur if cheſe Actings bf Conſeience 
be the moſt; exalted and valuable Exerciſe of 
our o reaſonable Powers, they carty wich 
them the cleareſt Notices, and futeſt Preſages 
of a future Judgment. n ? G15” 22 ü e 5 
» Eſpecially: if we 3 $0600 lun (Lage 
2. That C. 2 | ee eee Is 
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| coufidaradie: in the rearkable Effects. which 


its Sentence produces, accordingly as it does 
Acduit or Oondemg. The Teſfiniohy of 4 
_ good Oonſcience, is a of inward! Seres 
nity. and Peace,” of Conlolation and Joy, and 
raiſos/ us co lively Hopes oſ a great and glo- 
rius-Reward... Whereas, the Challenges od 
Reproathes 2 Conſciente, fill ug 
wich inward. Shan CONN 
+ and. 4 Terrors and 8 
whicts. che Fenſe of Guilt naturally inſpires; 
| 2 DOonſeiener in continual Feaſt. ' 


Cab and Exulration of Soul from che = 
heafrons' of Divine Fayour and; A 

Bur Where it cenfures and condemns, it has 
its; — Le and Stings to totment the 
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— 2 Iſer 5 5 a of the great 
| Bong” yur yarn human Power 
i. ES che Execution of its Set 


Conſrionoe acquit a good Man, ts Feſt 
is anſolid Support againſt all — — 


3 — Men. And alhthe 


13 tob him of the in ward Satiſ 


faction and Peace chat the inward Perſuaſion 
of his on Innocence and Iategticy yield to 
bim! in uf Conſcience invardly cn mn, 
ne Applauſes of ſervile Flatrerersg no Security 
=p human Puniſhmenr, no Affluence of carn 


; — Anguſh and Herror; and from the 
| Hearful:Preſages:iof: bis own trembling: Mind. 
; 2 — a eee bende af 


f the — 2 — Exerciſe. of i fits . 
Oonſcienca does haunt chem as A perpetual 
Fee e 


and how: plainly: Aer uſps 
50 Conſctence 18 Go Deputy in our nun 
. Se e eee ——— 
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Mong even the worſt of Men, pay.ſuchablind 
und eee, 1 
comes Its Appr ton:or:Qenfare tO Carry 

et Forc-in fü e wa e 


and joy or iwitht iam Ner- 


an Emblem is its Tribunal herein of the great 
Soden en hom has che Springs of dur Nature in 
hid Hand, and can make us happy 

5 che inward Workings of — 
ſions and Thoughts! And ſhall we think chat 
God ehas inveſted Conſcience with this guighs 
eial Bower in vain? Can we trace its judicia 
roceſs in dur own Boſoms, and nonthigk ai] 
her Fudgnientiiof ve great. Day ?: Will not 


culey and: Inclination 5 Judge dunrſebves:dum1s, 


Bur, dani av er 20 yd elude 


ory We may argue the Certai 
| tutte Judgment from iche 


Lind, inthe, Acknowledgment of-rhis:Fturchu5t! 


g Bisd indecd cue that as ion thè particialae 


Procaſs of chat ſinal Judgment and che Eternal 
Iſlues of it, the Heathen World had buts er 
dark and confuſed⸗ Notions. But tis as truè, 
chat the Apprehenſions of ſuclica furhre Judg- 


ment ini general: did almoſteuniverſaliy prevail: = 


ten — gave xiſe to 1 — 
fabulous Accounts: of the RH end 
f r of ded e lee 


2 


Sten 8 "ow 
* « ** 
* j 

5 . * * 


plexitycand Gros Fear How woridecfal 


atilaſt,>who: has: given us ſuch a Fa- 


— — | 


were not wholly: one" this: Judgment 
of God, and of his \Uiſpenſing+fucure Re N 
and Puniſbments; according te the different 
@aatities and Illion of Men. And the. fame. 
Seatiments do:now:0btain not only amoug che 
Mahometans, but in the moſt; known Parts of 
the Pagan World; + So that God — 
govern the World by che Fears and Hopes of 
ſuch a future Judgment. And we are ſure tis 
ſtent with: his iſdom, as well as his 
RY to rule the World by a/ groſs Demſi˙ 
and Hg. He has no poſſible Temptation to 
5 ſe any ſuch Deceit upon us, by thus de- 
luding and * us with falſe Hopes, and 
ng us with imaginaty Dangersa and 
Fears. We may (therefore conclude; That theſe 
Expectations: of /4::furare- — —— 
amen = baum 
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Rigireom fue Ian of axon: 
For though che . 
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And chis is called May's Day O that t has badft 


knows (ſaith our Lord tor Feruſalem): in this 
thy" Day; the things that belong to thy Peare 
x Late 42. On the other hand, the Time 
of God's deſtructive Vengeance on a People, 
is alſo called a Pay; and chat is properly: Gods 
Day, that commences when Man's Day of Viſi- 
tation is paſt and over. But this Seaſpn, or 
Time of future Judgment, is called The Day uf 
the Lord, by way of Eminency. Sometimes 


tis called hat Day, as if no other Day were 
comparable to it, 1 Tim. i. 18. Tis called The 


Day of the Lord. becauſe tis God's Time of 
Sond Retribution that ſucceeds our Time of Pr 
bation and Trial. Tis: called 7he Laſt Day, 


becauſe the ſolemn Tranſactions - thereof i . 
be this conelofive Act of Cod Proridemce te- 


wards this lewer World, that ſhall ſhur up-this 
ory Scene of Time, and open rey a 


the Great Day; by way of Emphaſis; :beckuſt 
the Tranſuctions thereof are of the higheſt ino · 
ment and eonſequence; no leſs Matters being. 
then to be finally and irrevetſibiy decided 
than thoſe of «our - Aequirtal or Condenmiatian, 
that ſhall adjudge us to a State of endleſü and 


unchangeable Happineſs or Miſery. See Jude vi. 


Chriſt, becauſe he will then viſibly appear 

veſted wich this Royal Authority zo — 

| ora Dead. (Of which more here Wh 4 
HR, © hen 
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And to 4ddho- more, Tis called 7he Duy uf 


'v were ee elbe en for 68 to preter 


can foteknow or determine. To check — 


needleſs Curioſity tharway;/weare told, That 


ef \ that Day uud Hus knows: nb Man, no noi the 


Angels, nor the Son (i. e. the Son of Man) ur 


te Furber. And whar 


Arroghnce were it) for 
us bo penetrate inte his Counſels, who keeps 


the Times and Seaſbns of ſuch glorious Events 
in his own händ, and to chink we can diſco- 
ver what Gur bleſſed: Saviour hinifelf had never 


in his Inſtructions to reveal? 
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b But this we d know, That rhus Day: com- 
mentes at the Gen Reſurei ton, when al 


thut are in their Graves ſbull hear the 
ti Son of God, und ſhall. comerforth;; they 
Baue done good' t6-the Reſurrettion of Life au 
ebeſe that have _ evil 6% 8 
Dammatiun, v. 29. For Cas I ſu 
+ nent is ithie eee 
Act of: Divine Providence, tat ſhall puts 
1 the ſucceſſwe Generations of Maukandd, 
and to that Days of Probation and Triahithei 
have here enjoyed and ton thut Mingνj 
Grace: what is preparatory for rhazrofiGlory 
rid by uch 4 final Rerriburiong: a8 mal 
 vindicaceithe Conduct of Providence; and di- 
plap his iufinite Wiſdom; hit inflexible Juſtice 
 mmd:ſpotleſs Holineſs; and\botndlefts Clemency 
1 \marvellous) Patience atid 


edi before) the final: Jac 
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in all his Adminiſtrations. 
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Ji V Aud rn de e +:h/the 
Wiſdom-of God, that the Time appointed for 
chis ſinal Judgment ſhould be future, and qhould 


be at the End of the World 
FTis wiener dene that ic bold be fu. 
tuket I noe 3 2424) ah awe nuts 


zl ene wien, to bo viſibly judged i in this World, 
while this State of Trial laſts, were they to be 
viſibly rewarded or puniſhed: before our Eyes in 
this Life; how. wel rrp this detract from the 
Glory, and leſſen the Value of che ee 
Obedience of the ſincerely good? ic ni 
Tis the height of true Piety to dane and 
ſerve an invifible-God, in oppoſition to all the 
preſent Temptations of a flartering or oppor. — 
World, and that from a ſteady Faith in his 
Promiſes, concerning an unſeen and future Re- 
ward. But chere would be no great occaſion 
for: che Exerciſe of ſuch a Divine Faith, if the 
Proceſs of Divine Judgment, in viſibly rewards 
ang: particular Saints, and puniſhing particular 
Sinners; were daily preſented to our View 
Where wduld the great Temptation to Wicked: 
veſe die, if we continually beheld vaſt multi 
tudes of Sinners as it were hung up alive in 
tee made in our ſight ä Rat 
amples of- a tetrible Vengeance? Who would 
notirheteby> be affrighted from. che deſtructive 
Parhs of Salta day where would the great 
FPrial of out Graces and Yertues he, ifſirbe Re-. 
wards of it nutre preſent and viſible to un , 
of Senſe 2 Te in, t caſe l look 3 
i IKE 


like the Effect of Neceſfry chan Gere. when | 


par to —— and fare Men om ſinning. 
and when our Obedience ſhould ſearce _ 


wich any conſiderable Difficulties and Halder 


ragements for the Trial of it. 
| - © Nay, how improper a Place ntl; ds 

Earth be for Divine Judgment, and the preſent 
viſible Executions thereof, here? The terrible 
Examples of Divine Severity, in the Puniſh- 
ment of Sinners, would render this Earth too 
like to Hell, (even a Scene of Horror and Mi- 
ſery) to be a deſirable Abode for the Righre- 


ous: While we carry with us ſuch Bowels of 


Pity, - we cannot behold: the ſharp 'Sufferings 


every of hainous Malefactors, without ſome un- 


eaſy Commotion and Diſturbance: But how 
much more unwelcome and frightful a Scene 
wauld this Earth be, if filled every where with 
the tremendous Executions .of Divine 
and Vengeance. eſpecially if many of ahi 

ched Sufferers were our own Relations and 
Friends, whom we have the tendereſt ſymp. 
thy wich. Tis every way 'congruous then te 
the Wiſdom of God, that this awful Work of 
Judgment ſhould be reſerred to another and 
unſeen State; That in reference to — 
Ka walk by Faith, and not by" Sight ; | 


— conquering all rhe Temptations of this 
ſible World, 3 the lively Faith of — 
ble 'Realirics ; That the difference a 
adi: | n 


here our Obedience ſhould have its due Teal, | 
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figal — will- make between the Righte- 
ous and the Wicked, ſhould not now appear to 
ſenſe, but be aſſented to on the Credit of the 
Promiſes and Threatnings of the God of Truth, 
and the Veracity and Truth of God be glori - 
ſied, by . on iu for eee theſe 
future Events. ä at 5 an 8 

And tis no leſs 0 en wy that this final 
Judgment ſhould be tranſddad- at the grey | 
x the World. . IE 

I do not indeed 3 That there is 4 bake 
po — —— every _- bo 
Death, or ſ a 8 to it. 
is no doubt, that particular diſlodged Souls 
are, according to their Works, received into 
the Manſions: of the Bleſſed, or thruſt dawn 
into the Regions of Darknaſs. We read of 
dying Lararmg, being carried by Angels into 
 Hbrabaw's: Baſom, but of the rich Man's being 
in tl Place of Torment: And therefore every 

Man's Actions are at Death ſo far ſeann d and 
conſider d hy the diſtributive Juſtice of God, 
as is neceſſary to their being. adjudged to a 
State of initial Happineſs or Miſery, that will 
give them a joyful or terrible: ee of che 
L Iflues of the great and laſt Da 
But ſuch a particular and-compararively: ps he 
vate Judgment does no way fully anſwer. — 
1 vix. the pub- 2 
lick Manifeſtation- of his Remarding 
1 Juſtice in the view. of Augels and 
Alen. And tis chiefly for This n that — 
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the ſhalt 1 nne Drad biuli weis und 
and Death ts ſhall; delpverinp e Dt 
which dur re in Thum that bem re — We nge 
ed; odverꝶ lan ucrdyaling ro e 
RWH. 9125 compare wah. ALA) 
12, Iz). Tis then that the Om, acl! 
tence of Godnwilb W Reno. 
Jo rrevealing:ithe: Secrexrgoof ad e 
— — Tisuhewthenoνν 
neſt bfuGbd-ſhilk ffunes in ic brlghreſt K hſtrü .o 
inovindicating thtduurenobihfUchian fawhAl 
— piandaſ pheinza Reward ff ite 
lIydcanſcending albthe Servibesllind Suffovih 990 
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cbimplaie a hat ithecltaſt of elieir fawhful' Sdr- 
vices-Ghownoctersfoever )-have-beer'bvertbbR4- 
and neglected; * 6' rear 
* | And 


Act. none den dere == char any of 
their Injuries rohgs Rave gone wizuerg-? 
edi; Nor halb ae cloſeſt Hypocrite have = | 


reaſonto:.applaud+ his own Subrlery;/ior! boaſt} | 
of\bis: 


ing wich Impunity. No, Angels: 
and Men hall go away from — — | 
Tribunal with ſo full and clear Satisfaction 
conoerning the Equity of evety One s Doom, 
as Will eternally ſilence all Objections againſt 
e of God, and even render thoſe 
peech as to any A or Defence) whom- 
it ſhall cond emn =: Nr e yo R e 
From theſe Conſiderations it appears; bow” 
kighly congtuous it is to the Wiſdom of God, 
and how contlucive to the Illuſtrarion of his 
own: Goty, that this great Affair ſhould be 
openly and publickly tranſacted in the face of 
th, add, e conſequently that it ſhould⸗ 
beadelaued, gil all che ſuaceſſive Generations 
of; Mankind have acted their ſeveral Parts on 
the Stage, ofothis Earth, and till "the, Scene of 
Dime nhball be fut up: .. mort r 
ae remains, That I make — 
Reflexioas wpaen theſe two Heads, vie Than 
Cet wi certainꝭy judge the Morid in Ri 5 
80 Tbal there is ag Dq, or Time, 
painted fort bet Ef. e een. 
Ra Gad certainly judge. tot Warld in Rightes: 
* Then, A 0 15 7 puns). "a S IK TVS * 2361 | 
| may hence ſee; how: ene 
or "Qbjections. againſt Divine Providence are 
= che preſent nn * 
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maſcudys, and chat che dliſpenſes preſent Tam 
potal Ga or Evid wich a ſecmingly unahftin- 


Da 2 State of Ptial/ in Which Men arcichiok 


Reward, und the Fru of à futurt Puniſhment, 
Pberfuree of thoſe exellent Motives will beſt 


unn State iniwhich no Man q,? Hove 


be Feolef. r. It wilſ then appear, N hat gosd 
Men arte entited to verein theirs 

fronmo higher + Conſiderations; than What 
draws from this: World, — apr (a 
of Goch for iche Happineſsi ande Ne. 
\witdoos's bertero? mene n blue £1239qo. 
v25Nay, hat though \the:prefett: Auminiffra- 


tions ef: Providende feem in ſome olaſtanoes 
contra to his Jie and Go,oq ada ing ae 


uninterrùpted zo che i Wickel Aut 

Cilannizies of the Righteous! Tub has been'a 
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Mall wet for them aputxcctding. ant eternal = 
weight-of (Glory . Who-would envy chat ſhorts 
live. 1 of the Wicked, that ſhall on 
fit nod prepare. thoſe: Veſſels, of Mrath. for de- 
Arucl ion, and render them the more unereap- 
3 Inſtances of Divina S- 
Verity and Juſtice): Tha eee | 
Safer ings bf chu aue ſhall ba vewarded_; al 
£1 wo-can define or condeive. And molt _ 
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On: Fudgmnent, 199, 
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ok; 4 Trial in an: earthly! Court of Jugi⸗ 

How little; have we to hops or fear from 
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50 And the Times of this Ignorance GOD 


wind at, but now commandeth all Men 
. every where to repent. 


3 1 Becauſe be hath 1 4 Day. in 
vvhich he will judge the World in Righ- 
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8 E R M 0 N XII 
On che Laſt —— 


XX Rev. 11, 12. 


11 44 J ſaw a great white Throne, aud 
Him that ſate on it, from whoſe Face 
the Earth and the Heaven fed away 
And there was found no place for ho | 

12 And IT ſaw the Dead, ſmall and great 


ſtand before God; And the Books: mere 


opened; And another Book was opened, 


= hich is the Book of Life; And" the 
Dead were judged out of thoſe things 
. that were written in * N accard 4. 


. ing to their Works. | 


HAVE in a 8 wi: 
courſe, after à ſhort zue, 


Importance of this Subject, 


© 3 and the near Concernment 


— dat every One of us have 
in it, propoſed to conſider in their order dhe 
3 Particulars. contained in the * re- 
5731 ating 


repreſenting to you the vaſt 


ä 272 On the Laſt Juds —_ 7 
lating ro the Laf Judgment, nn 2 


Proceſs of- it. 

We have here, 7 * Triluzal fo The Jude | 
ſeated on it; The Perſons to be judged, ſum- 
. moned and cited before the Judge; The Matters 
brought into Trial; The Evidence concerning the 


Matters 3 . Rule of Judgment pro- 


L We hats ie "i Ver. oY 
EY ie 10 2 8 he Thos. . * 1 
e have here 7 e ſeated on t 
II. W. have her pcs be jug 
| e ave e. 1 erſons to be j 
fe = the Dead, ſmall @ | 
fore God. F 
e have here the Matters that are to be 
8338 «Trial in eee, viz. 
The, Works of. Men. 8 728 SF A nate 7 
And here 1 ſhewed,.. Thar, 8 
not to be conſined to out outward Actions, but 
muſt be underſtood as incluſive of our in 
52 and Purpoſes,. aud of ous Words. !' 
Thus far I haue already — now 
e nal Ju 7 * bent, that 
IP aha: 03G 24% 93 by a 


remain to be 
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And, „ r e 5 . 
V. N | wk | 
thats Matters "x Fatt (via. The Works of * 
mT uy or 26 were bon; 
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On the: Laſt Judgment. 
not ot bd ſrom bis all- penettating Eye, to bon 
the Night ſhines as the Dc, and to whom the 
Ligbt and Darkneſs are all ulite, v.12. And 
theſe infallible Record of Divine Omniſcience 
wall then be produced for us, or againſt us. 


Nay, every Mans Conſcience is à Book of Re- 


cord, and when its ſelf. reflexive Power is 
awakned by God, will bear a faithful and im- 
partial Teſtimony: of his Junocence or Guilt, in 
order to his Acguittal or Condemnation. For the 
great God can fo enlighten ir, as to revive the 
Ideas and Memory of thoſe Actions which we 


may have now forgot. So that no Man ſhall 


be charged with any particular Guilt, but 
what in the Judgment of his own Codcicnce 
| he ſhall ſtand clearly. convicted of. None ſhall 
be {able to plead Nor Guilty to the Indict- 
ment drawn up againſt them by that God, 
who is now the All. ſeeing Witneſs and Oer. 
ver of our Actions in order to his being the 
dapartist Fudge of them. All will be forced 
to confeſs the Truth, and own: the Juſtice of 
che Allegations. out of theſe two — 
Bebi of Necand. All things ſhall ap 
cher clear and convincing Light, that 

"x "ther whole” World: of the Bquity of the 

| The Sentence will be paſſed 


on no de Profumprions no dubious uncer- 


Ks upon fully atteſted Mat- 
ters ef Fact, uk choſe owned: by che Confeſ- 
ion Of che guiley Actors themſelves. There 


we er bea wel . 
1 perfect 


alt — : 
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— and, eettain Diſcoyery of all thoſe Works i 
of. Men, which will be the ground of the dif- 
ferent Doom paſſed upon them. Even, thoſe 
ſecret Sins of theirs; which God now ſets in the 
Light: ef. his Countenance, xc Eſal. 8. will as 
plainly appear, as thoſe which they have act- 
ed in the face of the Sun, or which a thou- 
ſand Witneſſes can accuſe them of. In a word, 
Thoſe Rooks will then be opened, in which the 
rue Hiſtory. of every Man's Ae: is now pen- 
a . down, and will chen de found e, re- 
Co e 

V. en hang! here the Rule of z. knen, pro 
duced. link Tc 

Another B mY was opened, which, is. the 

niit bot of He.. 

ec Head, I muſt here 1 That 
many Expoſitors do not- here underſtand. any 
N "links, of: God” s. final: Fudgment, but che Book ef 


_ #be. Divine beans, For they ſuppoſe the Rale 


2 Judgment to be included in thoſe. other 
Boote * . og to be opened. Bux they 
ſuppoſe the Books | ef God's Eternal. \Purpaſes, 
0 ee 700 that it may. thence. appear, 
how: exactly chey will then receive. their full 
-Accompliſhment.. But all do agtee, That ehe 
Rain of God's final Judgment. will; be pro- 
cede: SONHE a., e Gummb todo 5 rig 
But I muſt ic EN ſee no clear ground. for 
expounding this:Book Eiſe, concerning = 
Divine Decraes. Fot hat gecaſion.4s chere of 
e. \the dent of Gad:s Karl rpoſes 
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in that Judicial Proceſs, chat is chiefly deſigned 
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to demonſtrate to the whole World the Rea- 


ſonableneſs and impartial Equity of God's Sen- 
tence in adjudging Men to ſo different States 
of Reward or Puniſhment, according tothe dif- 
ferent Tenor of their Actions, compared with 
producing that Record of the Divine Purpoſes, 
may indeed ſerve to illuſtrate the Sovereignty 
of his Grace, who, out of the cemmon cor- 
rupt Maſs of Mankind, has choſen ſome to be 
Veſſels of Mercy before hand prepared unto Glory; 
while others were left in that corrupt and de- 
generate State ro become Yeſſels of Wrath; t- 
Zed (by their own wilful Impenitency) for De- 
ſtruction. But tis the Ie] Fullicial Equi- 
ty of God, as the great Ruler of the World, in 
the Exerciſe of his Rewarding Gbodneſs, or Vin- 


diftive Fuſtice, according to his declared ale 


'of Fadgment, that is then to be revealed and 


fully vindicated to the Conviction of Angels 
and Men. And the Opening the Boot of his 


Deorees can contribute nothing to thar. 
I would therefore much rather, by he Bool 


f Life, underſtand the” Rele of :God's final 


ee. a Tits) 
ment; will be in te- 
ference to that part of Mankind that never en- 


* 
- 


- * 


zoyed ' the Benefit of ſup natural Revelation, 
we are neither much concerned curiouſly to 


enquire, nor, I think] able poſitively to de- 
termine. We may indeed obſerve, That when 
| 8 . g the 


2 . 


nn abs 


0 


the Apoſtle Paul treats concerning the Caſe of 
the Gentiles, he does ſuppoſe, that they had 
ſuch Notices of che Divine Nature in the 


Works of Creation and Providence, as would 


leave thoſe of them zaexcuſable, who when they 
knew (or, might know) ſo. much of God, did 
not glorify" him as God, nor were thankful, but 
inſtead of improving thoſe Diſcoveries, groſſy 
corrupted and defaced them, i Rom. 19, 20, 
21, Cc. And he ſuppoſes them to have ſome- 

thing of the Divine Lam written in their Hearts, 
ſome Notices of Moral Good and Evil, for their 
compliance or non- compliance wherewith their 
Conſciences did accuſe or excuſe them, ii Rom. 14, 

15. Whether theſe and other parallel Expreſ- 
ſions of the Holy Scriptures: concerning them, 

imply their being under ſome olſcurer Edition 
of the Law of Grace, (as ſome Divines have 


charitably ſuppoſed) is a Controverſy I ſhall 


not undertake to decide, as not affecting to be 
wiſe above wat is written. * Tis fitteſt for us 
to leave them to his Judgment, who is the 
God of : Gentiles, as well as ewt, the impartial 
Judge of | the whole Earth, ho we are ſure 
will do right, and will condemn none whoſe 
Guilt does not leave them without any reaſon- 
able Apology or Excuſe,: [dranuuyiru}; i Num 20. 
Zut for us that enjoy the Benefit of ſuperua- 
tural Revelution, there is no doubt, that the 
written Word of God is the Rule of bit final 
Fu "ment. + And that I take to be chiefly-in-' 
tended here by: the Bopk: of Liſe that ſhall be 
<7 „ «è opened 


E40 


opened at chat great Day. nd t is here 
called the Boot o of Life 1, elſewhere called the 
Lamb's Book-of Life; becauſe tis not the C. 
tor's Lau ef perfect and finleſs Obedience given 
to Man in his State of Innocence, hut che Re- 
deemers Law "of Grace fuired to be State of 
Fun Mankind.” Tis that will be the Nele of 
our Saviour's ſfual uagment to all to whom 
it is publiſhed; as himſelf has plainly told us, 
He that rejects me, and receiverth not my Words, 
hath One "that" judges him; the Words that 7 
have | ſpoken; "the Jo ior Judge him at the” 
lat Day, xii 70h 48 & AMA» N #1 þ 

But as to this written Ward of God, which 
is here called che Boot of Life, we muſt"care- 
ſully diftinguiſh between its bein elle Rule of 
our Aale, and: the Rule of Go e fi A- 
If we califides ir us che Rel . Acrux, 
it till requires a perfect and finle | Confartny 
to its Precepts, as our unque konte 
— as at its firſt Delivery to Map in his State 
of Thnocenee, | its Frecepts were inforced wirh 
a Sanctioii of Death, in eaſe of Tranfgri *. 
ſg thir rr and Cute f Gocks! 10 Law 
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For the. whole, Werld is become guilty before, God, 
and according to the Rigour of the fieſt Fan- 
ction of his Law, liable to his vindi@tive Ju- 
ſtice, iii Rom. 19, 23. 
But as God has now on che account of the | 
ſinleſs Obedience and attoning Sacriſice of his 
own Incarnate Son, as our Redeemet, entred 
into a ew Treaty ef Peace with us; as be has 
now eſtabliſhed a. gracious Covenant with us 
1 him, in which a free and full Pardon 
ted to all. believing Penitents, and an 
. Inheritance to all that ſeek it in a 
courſe of ſincere and perſeveting Holineſs; 
and in which remedileſs and aggravated .Con- 


demnation is only threarned againſt unbelieving 


and finally impenitent Sinners. 80 this „en 
Treaty, this new Covenant, including the 3 

miſes and J. As es will: be to 9 \ 
the... e 0 Anal Juugmant at 

laſt _— _— this we, to whom, the Goſpel 
is, — «ſhall nfs; or Aol 2 
ted or cond: 1 : | 


ſatisfaction, the Boot 5 7 75 rat 


to 1 what 1 55 1 ils, he Law. p. 


N r 
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you, knew tis uſual for merciful» Princes to 
publiſh ſuch Acts of Grace in favour of ſuch 
Rebels as lay down their Arms, and dutifuly 
ſubmit to their rightful Authority and Govern- 
ment) in this caſè (I ſay) the great Cauſe: to 
be . d is, whether the Perſon that pleads the 
Ad of Indemnity be really included" in it, and 

by complying wich the Terms offered in it, be 

entitled to the Benefit of it. So here, when 
the Matters of Fact relating to: our Works are 
fully proved from the Records of Divine Onmiſ- 
cience, and thoſe.of our own Conſciences, the 
Statute- Boot of the Divine Law, as a Rule! of 
Life, will be produced, that from the particu- 
lar Precepts therein it may appear how far che 
Perſon try d is, guilty of violating them. But 
ſince there is an Ad of Grace publiſhed in the 
Goſpel; that conſtitutes new and gracious 
Terms of Pardon and Salvation, the great Gauſe 
Toh! be 8 * ere we 77 or 2 not 


7717 Yor | Thar If-this b | 
Boot o Laie here e comes it to 
be ſaid, That the Names of particular ꝓerſons 
ate in tet therein? Thus we read! of the 
| % Fals Felloms Labogrers,. That their 
Names were: written iu the Boot of Life, iv Phil. 
Ze, nb uns our Hes: ien to thoſe chat 


overcome, 
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primitive 


gifte 7 (called : lies) containing the Names | 
of-all- pany cope external Communion 


overcome, That be will not blot their Names out 


of the: Boot f Life, iii Rev. 5. So xiii Rev. 8. 
thoſe chat. worſhip the Beaſt, are ſaid to be 
ſuch, whoſe: Names are not written in the Book 
of « Life: of tbe Lamb flain from the Foundation 
off the World. Set alſo xvii Rev. 8. 8 
-:To this Ohiection, I atrſwer; That the Nanies 
articular” Saints may be ficly ſaid to be 
_— in the Goſpel, as in the Lambs Boot of 
Life, becauſe they are there as effectually de- 


ſeribod by their proper and diſtinguiſping Cha- 


racters, as if their Names were indeed poriel 
down. And there ſeems to be an Alluſton in 
this Expreſſion to the Cuſtom of Cities, or 


other Civil Communities; the Names of whoſe 


Members were inrotted in their publick Regiſters. 
And accordingly; all thoſe whom-:he*Goſper 
Charter: entitles to Eternal Life, are faid to 


have their Names written in Heaven; i. e. to be 
inrollei as Denixens of that Feruſalem that is 
. above, as Burgeſſes of that celeſtial Comu· 


poration. (See xi Heß. 445) The 
arches alſo kept their Kell of Re- 


at the Lord's Table. But Chriſts Rege, or 


Bont f Life, eontains only the; Namef of ſac 


as are his /iving Members;' and finctre' Followers; n 
and conſequontiy of ſuch only as are the rel 
Heirs oH ernal Lies And tnierefore all rhoſe 


ſhall inherit ic whoſe" Names. art written: there; 


2. eee Joipel does deſeribe and cha- 
;. 07" 3 racteriſe, 
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racteriſe, as thb IAN of „it. Whereas, we we 
are told on the contrary at the laſt Verſe of 
this Chapter, Whoſeever: was not found written 
ini the Book" of Liſe, was taft inte the Lale of 


Fire. This was the Doom of all, in whom 


thoſe Characters were not found by which the 
Heir of Life art there deſeribed. Their 
Nam might perhaps be found in the Rolle or 


Diptyet of Chriſtian Churches, but were 4/ot- 


ted out of the Book : 
würde ding: _—_— 
theres), nge bd oh 


Life, or (What amounts 


ae ai is: 2, B dell ar preſent ſay for he 


Wultracion bf this Headz. fs, 
now proceed to ping 0 5 Son AG: 


VII. And laſt Particulat mentioned viz. 


Tue Falgeent ir ſelf} that ſhall be paſſed on all, 


compared with the Rule of 5 b 
* Te Dead were judged out f t 


8 


rr bat were written in the Books, — 

e Their Morte. e ieee 14 e 
I ſhall under this Head (as did under the 
foregoing) wars the Conſideration of the caſe 


of thoſe: Inhdel Nations, that. never enjoyed 
the benefit of ſupernatusal Nevelation, ànd 
who had no other Notices of God and of 


their Daty to him, but what che Boob of Na-. 


ture's Light afforded to them. I ſhall therefore 

confine my Thoughts to what we are more 

directly concerned in, the caſe of thoſe to 

og the Goſpel Revelation has been 3 
vor 


were e oe) written. 


according tu their Works, as thus ateſted, and 
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or aubelie 


Tenor of the Eau uf 


will be, whether we have ſincerely believed = 
da 


w_ che Lad : Judgment, 


—— way! chaiGofhil fbillihe rhhngly 
Rule of Judgment, when we are here ſaid to 


be judgeu, the meaning is, we are firſt pro- 


nounced and declared to have been -unfeignedly, 

ing and penitent and - fincerely' Obedieut; 
uing and impenitem and finally: Diſa- 
bedient; and 'then- accordingly have rhe ges- 


tence of Life and Death, of Aaguittal or Gon- 
demnation, of Eterual Reuard or Puniſhment | 


paſſed upon us. And this ſhall. 3% according 
70 gur Works; i. e. as thoſe Works of ours did 


evidence the Sincetity of our Faith and Repen- 


tance and 'perſevering''Obedience,, or did mani- 
feſt our Unbclief or e and obſtinate 
continuance in a State of ee and Courſe 
of wilſul Deere 84975 : 3 Sage: Wis 3.63 
The great Queſtion: to be: decided. joichae 
fal 1 —.— is non whether we are entitled 
to Eternal Lit or Death, according to the 
Lunocr net, ot Covenant of 
Nor r? For then the cafe of all Men would be 


abſolutely hopeleſs: and deſperate. Bur, whe- 


rher we have eomplied with the Terms of Par- 
don and Reconciliation;: of Life and Salvation 
—— in che Goſpel, | in the Covenant of 


yo F | 0 . Fab ꝰ (As the Apoſile Pat 


to be Lam of Norts, 
1 — tio the 


roy of: 'condemned'> The. great Enquiry 


yr 5 N ved che Son of 2 L. 
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py * . gracious Covenant, We are to be 
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tit, and unfefgued Purpoſes and Endeavouts of 
| new! Obedicficez*Wherher' we have'\been'w;ched 
and orbfal Servants, chit have 'abuſed'or 'bjd 
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by true Repentanee returned to an 'offended 
God, ſigcerely ſubjecting our ſelves' to his 
rightful Government, and "chooſing him for 
our only Portion, and the Object of out final 
Bleſſedneſs? Whether we have in a coutſe 
fincere Obedience diligently improved. the val 


_ rious Talents he has entruſted us with, and by 
patient continuance" in welkdoing, fought for", 


z0ur, Glory, aui Immortality s Or, whether we 


— or flighted à merciful Saviotr, and 


nely ot ſeptal y neglected the great Sl. 


E which he has purchaſed and offered? 
Whether we have refuſed to return to a recon⸗ 


ciable God by him, with an humble Confef- 
ſion of our paſt Gullt, a penitential Sorrow for 


our Lord's Talents? Whether we hade obſti- 


| _ perſiſted in a ſenſual; untightebus and 


dly Courſe, preferring our Luſts before 
ouf Salvation, and tbartcring' away the Hopes 


1 of an heavenly Birth- right for the contempti- 
ble Vanities of this Earth? In a word, it will 


be enquired, whether we are in the favouts- 


bie Sent and Contractton of che Goſpel.Co- 


. 'Vefratit to be ranked among the Righteous or 
the Wicked 5'” Renewed - Saints, or Unconv 

"Sinners ; the Servants of God, or the voluntary 
Ser buen! of Sir; ſuch as have lived to God, or 

Wanner fo bur * And accordingly as this 


off. 


DMF: Queſtion 


S AS, "Jeeided — — our Fades 
beat Lives, our Spirit and Converſation with 
the Goſpel. as the Rule. of Judgment; we thall 
js fu have that welcome Sentence paſſed upon 
us, Come ye bleſſed of my. Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you 7 the Foundation of 
the World; or that moſt terrible One, Go ye 
Curſed into. everlaſting Fire, prepared for” the 
Devil, and his Angels, xxv Matth. 34, 4. 
| - accordingly, this decifive Sentence will 
determine and fix our unchangeable State for 
ever. There is no A peal from it to any other 
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the Drunkards and Revellers, the Malicious and 
Revengeful, the Unmerciful and Cyuel, the Proud 
and Hag ty, the Covetous and Earthly- minded, 
and the like Sinners, ſhur out from the King- 
dom of God, by his Threatnings here; and 
if their timely Repentance prevent not, how 
certainly will his final Sentence confirm their 
eternal Excluſion! Beſides, how evidently will 
Mens perverſe Negle& of the important Du- 
ties of Religion expoſe them to the condemn- 
ing. Sentence of that righteous Judge ! Not 
only thoſe that do not pray and hear, and join 
in the ſtated Exerciſes of Divine Worſhip; and 
that with in ward Sincerity and Devotion; but 
even thoſe who when they had ability and op- 
for it, % not feed the Hungry,” and 
| cloath ebe Nated, and viſit the Sick and impri- 
ſened; all whoſe external Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion did not produce the genuine Fruits of it, 
that were neceſſary to manifeſt their ſincere Af. 
fection to their God and Saviour, muſt expect 
to heat that awful Doom, Depart from me, ye 
Curſed, into e verlaſting Fire, Nera Js . 
Devil and bis Angels. 6) 
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c Lend 1 have read (nan ki: 950 a 
Preacher that in a Sermon deſcribed the Laſt 
4. Judgmeut ing all its Terrors, which ſuch ar- 

te dent Expreſſions, andi thoſe animated by 
£ ſuch: an affecting Voice, ſuch an inflamed 
% Countenance and Action, that his Hearets 
4 broke forth into paſſionate Cries, as if the 
Judge himſelf. had been preſent to paſs Sen- 

'& rence upon\them:.Inothe: height: of their 

<,-Commotionz: the Preacher” bid them ſtop 

their Tears and Paſſion ; for he had one 
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that you would onee learn to feel the Powers of 
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ſuade you to live, as if you ſaw the Throne 
placed, the Judge ſeated thereon, the Dead ſum- 


moned, the Books opened, and heard the final 


Sentence pronounced and executed. For ſince 


theſe Things will ſhortly be, why ſhould they 
not in ſome meaſure affect us, as if we now 
actually beheld them? And fince they will cer- 
tainly come to paſs, What manner of Perſons 
ought we to be in all holy Converſation and Godli- 
eſs, haſtning unto that final Coming of our Lord, 
and ſtudious to be then found of him in peace, 
8 and blameleſs 2 1 Pet. iii. 11, 14. 
For bleſſed are they whom our Lord will find 
thus prepared for his glorious Appearance. 
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On the Torments of Hell. 


1 V Matth. 46. 0 


\ | And theſe ſhall g go away into Everlaſting 
_ Puniſhment, but the e into 
Lie Eternal. 7 


HAVE made ſome Entrance 
on the former Branch of the 
Ter, diz. 

The Wicked b e 
their Sentence of final Condem- 
— nation, ſhall g0 away inta Ever- | 

fin Puniſhment. - | 

In the Proſecution of this: Subject, 1 have 
is; already conſidered, 

I. Who thoſe are on whom chis condemning 

92 Sentence ſhall paſss. 

Anſw. Tis in the general, on the Wicked, as 
Jo oppoſed. ro. the Righteous. 
. IT. What that State is to which che Wicked 
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var iue und Poſitive part of it. 

ri The Privative part of it, uit chiefly 
in their being baniſhed from the bearifick: pre- 


| ſence of God, from the heavenly Region, und 


from the deſirable Society of its bleſſed Inhabi- 
rants, and from all the: ineſtiwahle Priviledges 
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The continual Rage of cheir own unlatispod 
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have much fuller: Aſſurance, onot ony of ſuchla 
Puniſhment in general, but of its Nat A 
vondleſr ene from che Light of Dine Re- 
lata. 0 orten n en bios 
1. We have evadtiecebly Evidence: from the 
Lighe of Nature, That there is in general a 
re-Puniſhment reſetved for the Mice 
For we can no way tecontile the preſent 
ptomiſcuous Adminiſtration of human Affairs 
Wirk the Juſtice: and Goodneſs of God with- 
our the ſuppoſition of a future Puniſhment: for 
the Wicked; as well as Reward for the Righteous. 
Who can believe that an infinitely holy and 
rizhreous' Being governs the World, if heine- 
ver make a greater difference than now appears 
betweeri:zhoſerthat fear, and thoſe that fear him 
not Nay, if he ſuffer the moſt hardned Sin- 
nors not only to proſpet here, but to eſcape 
with final Impunity ! Tf the moſt daring Tranſ- 
rs of his Law not only fo uſually goto 
their Graves in peace, but have no after 
reckoning to fear! Who would not in this 
eaſe cunclude; either that Ho who made xhe 
World has abandoned it to the wild Conduct 
of Chance; or, that vindictive Righreouſneſs 
is no Perfbction that belongs to his Nature. 
So that to doubt, whether there is a Hell for 
the Wickedjois in effect to doubt, whether there 
id Bod rhar judgor in the Barti 
ut we actually: find E 
does govern the World withzthe: Frur of a fu. 
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1 we to him for ever, 1 Chron. xxiii. 131” That 

Law be ane by* Moſes 7% he Fews 
ſpould be obſerved by them for ever. And ſince 
theſe Phraſes. only denote a conffderable, but 
not @ perpetual Continuance, they Would infer 


onſttuction on them, When applied 0 che fu- 


re Miſery'of the Wk cis © rent $113.01 
But hw groundleſs his Inference is, wil 
eaſily; appear i we conider, 918 


N "It rhe Places fore. quoted and other ke 
allet ones, the meaning of the Expreſſions is 
im a great meaſure determined by the Nature 
of the Thing ſpoken. Thus the Prieſt bob bf 
Aaron and he Laws of Moſes, could not poſ- 
ſihly centinue longer than the World jaſted; 
nay; nor longer tian the Jews were continued 
ag God's peculiar People, and diſtingu 
ſueh from the reſt of the World. 8 that the 


Narare of the Thing plainly ſimited che ſenſe 


of thoſe Expreſfion $ that ſpeak of their ch. 
tulng' Jon eder. But here there is nothing in 
the Nufrure of this Pumſbment that ſhould- thus 
Rmit the Duration of ir; eſpecially when the 
Subject (vz. the mnmortal Spirit ef Mau) I 
capable of ie, nod When the Ber "of Fus 
Ppiſbricht'is tepreſented to us in the greateſt 
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 #perlaſtivg. Puuiſbment of ebe Wicked, is oppoſed 
to the Eternal Life of the Rigbieaus. Ms tis 


Lr wer withithe Lord, fo ſhall the: other for 
ia en , to che very Tame - 
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, The Sterrity of the Wicked: 1 'Raneſbmeent 
ig every: Where in Scripture oppoſed. to the 
Eternity of che Reward ieee of the 
Righteous. 


„So that by all = wales a Tnterperation 


the Duration of the ons muſt run parallel to 
that of the ar her. Thus here in the Text, The 


an Uumovable Aingdom which the. Righteous 
are called to inherit; o tis Everlaſting Fire 


Which the Wicked are adjudged to, xii eld. 
xXxXV Halt h. At. If the happy State of che ont be 


called Eternal Salvatien,: Io is that of the ot her 


 \Everlaſting: Damnation and Deſtruction; V He. 


go Tlheſi i. 8. iii Mart 29. 8 Shall the One. be 


r depart: from him, and become che curſed 
fc y — Devil and his Hngels. What 
fan; cancthere then be, Why we ſhauld affix 


whenjapplied to the 7e . Heaven and th the 
Tormonte of- Hell +. If therefore we think it un- 
daubtad, chat thoſe. Expreſſions, when applied 
do impett a truly; endleſs Com 
tinuauce, and chat from che plain force df ahe 
Expreſſions chemſelves, as appliet ro A Sab 


Maha cof-ſach Immortality : whytheutd 


We dueſtige che ſenſe of them when applied 
een later For ure; an immortal Spirit, is 
as truly capable of being wiſaralle as D be- 
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Being and Life: And they tell us, tis there- 
fore called Everlaſting Deſtruct ion ot Perdi: 
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te Anſen This Opinion 4 as gra Ga, WE iolenes 
wachs Expreſſions of the Scripture. as e 
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For thoſe Expreſſions. generally import 5 


A Puniſhment as the Sufferers continually feel, 
aud conſequently ſuch a one as ſu the 


Jontinuance of their Being and Life. They 


5 . the Text {aid iro; go -away away iti ver- 


Hing Puniſbment, which implies their ub; 


»hfhment; it ſelf is elſewhere; repreſemed / under 
the Notion of 2 Harm that weve diei, and 
4 Hire tat neuer goes opt, he imply the: poſi- 
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the Souls of Man — #4 
ar leaſt not deſigned by God for a 
Duration: An Opinion rliat the' Karat 
 Hearhens diſclaimed, and much Mors bod 
profeſſed Chriſtians be aſhamed of. So thät ff 
de Will believe che plain Acebunt Mhieli cheſe 
inſdired Writings give us, we muſt be eon“ 
vinced of this important Truth, and can hard 
admit any doubt about it withour kerry. 
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Tis trüe tices; if we dis daten of theſe 
Matters wirkt rhe Humility and Modeſty that 
becomes us, we ſhould argue quitè contraty, 
That ſiice a God of — — Jul ier 
and Eguity has threatned the Wicked with Erer- 
1 Miſery, fute there muſt be ſuch an uncon- 
ceivable Raligvity in Sin, as beats à due Pro- 
portion t ſo dreadful a Puniſhment, eg 
25. ang 1 is 89 NV 
But in older to whe taking off the force o 
this Ohjection againſt the Dockeine have deli- 
vered, F hall briefly ſuggeſt the ſonowing! Pats 
riculdrs. Mt 11 iin a 
1 The Evil and Hembrir of bis is not to 
| be meaſured by the 7391s in Which it is Seh 
ted: N 1a 75 EL * Tet l n 3 A * 22+ 
Tis evidently ſo in nne Paus, and 1 00 
Penalties they denounce“ That Crime” ma; , 
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that ötherwifr would have deſcendec tô them) 
And this, withour' the leaſt Imputatiom up 
the Efie of thoſe EEE Anden wender, 
when'a Man may litele Time e 
chief that = his Sufferings ein rep 
aud avtioh' n pubhek Juda 
no Ineq ** to AV 10 af ef 5 
- 5 EI 


ͤ ðᷣ d . te 


© Quiche Tormenss of Hell. 359 


2 Man J aſſaſinat ing an excellent Princes. a. 
tempting' to betray Ag Country, &c. And if 


the deſert of Offences againſt human Laws is 


not to be. judged of by the Time wherein they: 
were committed, much leſs can we meaſure: 
hereby the demerir of. 1 wilful Wee of” 
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the Law of God. FF A 7 


2. The erte, 5 Mens Sins 18 a 


225 aggravated by the infinite, Majeſty. 
whom they are committed, and by the 
0b ations they are under to Obedience. 
ie greatneſs of the, Offence: in the juſt 
REA, of human Laws is much enhanced 
by the Dignity of the Perſon: againſt whom it 
is committed; to affront or injure an Equal 
is. criminal and puniſhable, but much more te 
do it co a Maſter, a Parent, a Magiſtrates. nay, 
a Sovereign. Prince, heightens the guilt in pto- 
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| dune 80 far then as the deſert of 
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Dignity of 1 at Wwhoſe e and Au- 
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ing of infivice. PerfeBjons and — 1 
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. _ that we arc ſo indifferent, whether 
or remedileſsly ſink into? Can we 

ing bur che Vengeance of the Eternal 

— to play ſuch de 
wo then only for endeavouring to flee from 
that endleſs Miſery, when we ſtand on the 
brink of it, and are irtecoverably dropping in- 


toit? What an height ere ne and in- : 


excuſable e ge this! EL e 
neee ind! i= 181 
Y iy; :Dweal eee ere ariſe om vont. 

concluding; I but yon are not among the Nui 

of thb Wicked, againſt whom this Eternal Puniſpi 
ment it demounted 2 es VII H 0k 
Ho ſw. If, \dndeed;; you fall nor under rhis* 

Churatter, then the Semenet in my Text does 

not belong to you. But then let me tell 

That the Ri 


glue, who ſhall eſchpe — 
tendible: Doom, do ofton entertain ſolſiciteus 
Thoughts about it, and choriſh a cautious pre- 
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veritive Fear of ic. So that a ſtupid Security is 8 
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gent and impartialb in examining your Hearts 
Character judge what Doom you are to expect. 
Sceethen, whether you are not among the 
the Threatnings of this Eternal Puniſhment are 
directly levelled. Such as the. Adulterers, 
Forntaktors, | Eyars; Ibieves, Extortioneri; Un- 
rigbreuus and Fruudrlent, Envious; Malicious, 
and Ungodly, Curſers,:iSwearers,| Profauers of 
God's holy Name or Day, &c. On 40 rbeſe 
Children of Diſobedience the Wrath af God does 
abide, and without Repentance will unavoid- 
ably came. See 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. * Gal. 19, 20, 
21. iii Col. 55 6. xix Rev. 8. 4 5151811 5570 
Again, See whether you fall not under the 
Obaracter of ypocritet in Religion, who act 
their Wiekedneſs under a Vizor and Mask of 
tit, and) who have nothing of Pietry but the 
counterfeit Appearance and Shew. If you are 
not ſincerely holy; If God and Heaven have 
not the prevalent Intereſt in your Hearts; Af 
this World have the Aſcendant there; If you 
live to your ſelves, and not to Gad; If you wil- 
fully 


ice, and ſuch fo rwhom this terrible Daam 


% 
* 


Ibelongs. (See What Was ſaid on che ſirſt Head 


uin the doctrinal part of this Subject. 0 


naglect the poſitive part of Holinefs, 70 
coat h che ualed, and ſeed ebe hungry; &. when 
vou bave Abilities and Opportunity for it! This 
Will be ſufficient to convict N du of being 
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7 let not then the Deluſions of a felt. flat- 
tering Heatr tempt any of you te overlook 
out" real danger, and ncgieck the timely pro- 
vention of JE, 106-5: GO Enn 39 TfSevre Þ 
And now may we not ſuppoſo that the Con- 
ſciences of ſome ſecure Sinners will be awake 
ned to à ſerious Concern of fleeing from the 
Wrath to come ? May we not hope that ſome 
will be putting that anxious Queſtion that the 
wembling Jaylor did, Sirs, Mar ball do te 
be faved? xvii Acts 30. If this oa 1 of 
any, it will lead me in te 
. II. Place, Zo exhort and Arent Hehe 
inced Sinners as ſee the danger they are i in 7 
his Eternal Puniſbment; to flee from it. 
And if you r e . you ſfrould 4 in 
order thereto? © i e inn 
Anw. The Odurſo Io ure to take ties plain 
before vou g chere s no great "difficulty" in un- 
derſtanding it! And, O that it were às eaſy 
to perſunde our Hearts eaten a1 eee 
vydur Judgments about ii... 
lf yen would eſcape this Feernab/Paniſh 
ter sf 1woy un ein 19olguoto- n lot 
I Rea by- ſerious Repenrante | banilen' t 
Fus he uf Fin bur lead ro ũt. 1 
Vou muſt ceaſe to be wicte, if you ale 
not ſuffer che Doom and Puniſment of ſuch. 
: 'The Wicked muſt forſake hit Way, aud the un- 
teous Man his Thoughts," and turn unto the 
"Bord, le fa 7 You muſt lay down the En- 
e of Jour hearts -againft —_ Mr 
oh 98 Bode a" _ 2111 The 
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5 the wwallul Diſobedience of an meager and ſen- 
ſual Life, if you would not be expoſed to the 


Vengeance that ſhall overtake his obſtinate 


Adverſaries. There muſt be a renewing 22 


in your, Nature, and a ee eee Z 


in Jour Prattice. 28 Fe: * FF x 8 121 £37) ” 


1 


In order hereto, you moſt. erh lament 


and abhor your paſt Wickedneſs; You muſt 
implore the efficacious' Grace of God to turn 


the bent of your Hearts from Sin and from 
_ this World, to Himſelf and Holineſs, and Hea- 


ven; You muſt follow your Prayers with ſuit- 
able Endeavours; Vou muſt oſten meditare on 
the Evil and Danger of Sin, of the Exccllency- 
of Holineſs, and the glorious Rewards that 


attend it; Vou muſt ſtrive and plead with your: 


own backward and diſinclined Hearts; You: 
muſt conſtantly read and hear the Word of 
God; Nou muſt abandon your former ſinſul 


all dangerous Enticements that might: hazard 
your relapſing into yout former | Folly; 


A1 — 


maſt frequent the Society of ſuch as ate likely 


by their Per ſuaſions and Example to ſtrengthen) 
vou in your preſent pious Reſolutions and En- 


deavours; Xou muſt explicitly come under 
tha Bond of God's Covenant, by renewin 


not only in ſecret, but by open and 


publick. 
Tranſactions with him. And you habe na 


rea ſon to doubt of his readineſs both to genept, 
and to ſusseed and croun your ſincaro, 


8 0 % broted ici ot 
vor | 5 | 7 " Tou ö 


and enſnaring Company; You muſt fleo from 


an „arge 
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„il Hus muſt by: Faith is Jeſus Chriſt | your only 
Mediatoryiflee to the Mercy of God for tbut Par- 
don vb ons can an ſecure von cats this' i ned 
ten l Horm: te | 
„For by your paſt ſinful Life you ha abut | 
dantly delerved it; ; and by the Threatnings of 
the Law of God you are already bound over 
to it. Aud that Bond of Condemnation can 
only be cancell d by an Act of free Pardon. 
And you know there is no Acceſs to a righte- 
ous offended God for Remiſſion, but thtöugi 
che Satisfaction and Intetceſſion of Jeſus Chrift; 
Oome then to him as rhe only powerful Advo- 
cate of guilty and petiſhing Sinners; put your 
Souls by Faith under the Covert and Prbte⸗ 
Rion of his attoning Blood. And in his Name 
make your penitent Suit to the Throne of 
Grace, relying on the Clemency of God; thro' 
his Mediation for entite Forgiveneſs and met 
ciſul Acceptance. And you need not fear * 
A4 graeidus God will ever abandon thoſe to his 
remedileſt Juſtice, that with a contrite Heart 
fer to the Bowels of his Pity. Sr u Late 
Orr that a compaſſionate Saviout will l eaſt out 
thoſe truly penitent Souls that make him their 
vi John 37. No, he will ſeſpouſe and 
plend their Cauſe, and by his prevalent In- 
rerpoſal e them from the Wrath 70 come, 
5 Tbeſc i. ro. 566 mA n ien 
1And:ſmee what yomought to do; in order to 
che deren of this Eternal —— ler 


* before * me easneſti/ ehrt 
e £4 


yon 


. . 


on che Tommene vi Hal 


= —_ q it ſpeedily;and-withour delays 

; purpoſe; alli ouly — taks 
, Wh ollow Partienlars ], lob bos emos 
ä on ne; greatneſs of the Evil requires your 
haſte to flee. from ir. nd 
15 1 vegan neyer be, £00; earl y: in-preventing fo: 
Die A Danger as this; You can never be 
3 ſoon ſecured from endleſs and remedileſs 
Muſery,,;;Lhe.j balicving- and cealiving/Fores 
thoughts af; it ſhould be dufficieatnto alan 
Vor Fears, and quicken our ſerious Endea- 
vours, ſince there can be nothing of greater 
ee and negeſſity to your: Rternal In. 
tereſt. () S formidable-aithing as Eternal Ven- 
Ace, nat a; Matter; to be dallied with 


3 


"> hg, glcgping, 1 hould. e gur felt and imme“ 
diate, . a6 2bnctnndf vagmM non 
2 The. uncettainty of your Time fr pred: 


Left, Should deter Your! fem delaying" 
„ ee . 2 11 00 nds 01 ben 
* Fou 7 do, for any thing yourkgowgnodveiy: 
L day tread on the brink of an awful Romanians: 
Von, almoſt; daily;;ſee,,many) ſeoure and/ un- 
prepared Souls Paſſing cbat dreadful: q 
who perhaps as little thought,>ofubeing ſure: 
by the Juſtice, of God; as yibu-now: dd. 

RA FOR ATC nat one moment ſecure, While 
| Ja Wan impeniteat and uneonverted 
tate t n O dare no langer to walk n ſo dan 
g<rpus, a Precipice, Sleep. not Sn che Top-of 
While you hang over an Abyfs of. 
Kan nt bub nent magie 6 


5 next 


Pagan 
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2 hout vt woment fsk ite it. PRO 
ram that tervible Wearh - while it 18 5. 
come, and delay not till the day of Venge 
come upon you Unawares. Methinks, 
impenitent Sinner eould ones realze the gteat 
neis of his danger, he would no more 
Arguments to perſuade him to make haſſe in 
eſraping it, than Lot did xo flae out of S,j,à)m 
when he foreſaw the aſe See ied dared 
Ce CO upon it. He would never 
3 from ſo diſmak ah Ha- 
zard. He would be afraid to ſleep in that con- 
dition in which, for any thing he Knew, he 
might awake in the Flames of Hell. O then 
improve the earlieſt Warning that's offered to 
prevent your coming into that Place of T ot. 
ment. Many Thouſands are now repentin 
their wretched Delays, wh thought they had 
ag much Time before them as you dos but. 
found to their coſt that the evil Day ouer- 
toet rhem when they were Putting it Jar From, 
them. 1453.3 Fs M fb > Ai 2 
8. Your early Care to eſcape eh Eternal 
| pumiihment is as neceſſaty 78 5 your Com art, © 
as-itls t pOurdSafegy” ts 9218 oh, SOBRE . 
For ſure the very anxious N 285 muſt.” 
needs«berrexaemely+ uneaſy to an 0 ILSZ 
Conſcience- Who would not tremble that 
foreſtes ſuch an approaching State 'of-4 


Miſery; and knows' net bur it may be hi e 
danch Boom fot ever. Theres nothing hit ſtu- 
pid: inconſideration'can"keep' ch a l 


Ren 


294 OhthoTormens of Ptll- 


inward Diſquiet and Terror of: Mint. 80 chat 
i we would not lull our Conſciences aſſeep 
wich a falſe and pernicious Peace; if we would 
lay the Foundation of ſolid Serenity and Com- 
forts in our own Breaſts, we muſt immediately 
abandow the Paths of Death and Hell; we mult 
| = a believing and penitent Application to the 
oy of God through the Mediation of Je. 
— iſt, ſue for his gracious Abſolution and 
Pardon; and that alone can ſecure us from 
_ deſerved Eternal Puniſhment. And, O what 
acrefreſhing Eaſe would it give to a Soul that 
had once felt the weight of its on unpardon- 
ad guilt, to be enabled to ſay on juſt grounds, 
My' Iniquity ir forgfven, and 10 opment ver 
v Condemnation, viii Rom. ?: 16 Pad 
But this leads me to tle 5 e 
IV. And laſt Uſe, which I thay acddreſires 
or Righreous themſelves ; and that in ts three 
following Particular. 1 
_ ww? Blefs God for the Hope you have of 
eſcaping this Eternal Puniſnment. 104 
Vour Sins did once expoſe you to itz Jand' 
von owe it to the ftee Mercy of God chat the 
Bonds of your guilt are now cancelld. Niyy 
it was his ſovereign Grace chat ſtopped you au 
your mad Career 2 Sin, and thereby [happily 
prevented your Eternal Ruin. It was by the 
on compaſſionate Hand that you have been 
furt hd as: Brands. bur ef the Fire. Adote his 
_Picy char has recalled your wahdring Sone 
out of che Paths of Hell, and guided 2 
Tales Set 


dect yy NG ee Account it not 
am ãnconſidetable Mercy that FOR! aro ſecured 
— Eternal Condemnationn 6 dz 


dore that merciful Saviour that Adeline | 


Joo from" the Wrath to come, 1 Theſui-10: He 
has: by 14 Curſe for you; redeemed: you 
from the Curſe of God's violated Law. He has 
by dying in your ſtead, releaſed you from the 
Bonds of Eternal Peach, and Javed. qu from 
abr lomeſt Hell. dus z noh 
4. Maintain ſuch a cautious. Fear of chat 
Puniſhment as m nen vour -Wilful. relaps 
ſing into Sin. G ert d ne ee 


For While we ate in glia State Fa 5 Weinlage 


expoſad to ſo manifold Temptations, even the 
beſt of us need the preventive Fear of Hell as 
a preſervative againſt preſumptuous Tranſgreſ- 
ſions! So that the Threatuings of God are a8 
truly uſeful to us as 1 We as 
truly need che former to deter us from Sin, as 
the larter to encourage us to our Duty. Our 
Lord did not think it unneceſſary to caution 
„ they ſbould fear him that 


Ec. Nor do the Apoſtles think 


—— drawn ſcom a future Vengeance 
improper to be uſed even with thoſe of wh 
they toped better "things,' ſuch as ac! 


Salvation. And 5 
ſudden and vielem Temptation, perhaps this 
ent is likely to be the moſt foreible and 
* So that when more in ws Prin- 
1990 ciples 


2 Body aud goul in Hali ſar euer: 
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tions: - Let us then be as fearful of walking 
here in tie Way of the Wicked, as we woul 
be of their future diſmal End; et us affect 4 
1 in our Practice from them, 
hom we expect to be ſo wonderfully 
ai need ig ot Eternal Doomm 
et us do but utmoſt to ſave others from 
a endleſs Puniſhment, r. 
| 84 warn the catelefs ungedly Sinners about 
„ whither their wretched Courſe will cer- 
— 1 lead them. Have Compaſſion on thoſe 
ſtupid Souls that have no Piry on themſelves, 
and ſade them with fear, plucking them as 
Brands out of the Eternal i Jude 23. 
Let not your Charity towards your Relations 
and Acquaintance fall ſhort of the damned rich 
_ Glutton's towa ards-hjS#4urviv ; Brethren. Warn 
them with all“ e jel 4 K . 
into that Place ment, v Lale 27, 28. 
Let none periſh ever thou gh your trea- 
chetous Neglect tô Pen i by your. faith. 
ful Admonitions. Uſe all neceſſary plainneſs 
with them in a Matter of ſo infinite moment, 
Where the danger is fo certain and ſo great. 
If your Warnings prevail, you have ſaved a 
3 Soul from Eternal Death, v Fames 20. 
If they do not, you have at leaſt delivered 
K+ et 08 6 Let not their Blood be re- 
ale our om 158 wang 2g © pas ſeaſon. 
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| now. * this Subject with my 
c „ That nong of you that Ha 
FR of this, terrible Doves of the; Wie ed 
may ever come to feel it. May theſe Diſ⸗ 
courſes that are intended to prevent. your, dan- 
ger by warning you of it, never aggravate 
your guilt by your turning a deaf E Ear 16 thoſe 
neceſſary Warnings. May none of \ you, be led 
ay with, the Errors and Folly of the Wicked 
here, leſt you ſhould at the aſt e. A a 
them into Everlaſting Pu; 4 | 
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SERMON XVII 


| The Sin and Puniſhment of 
the allen Angels. 


* * * e 9 * 


5 Epiſtle of | Hl A 0 ae 
And the Angels which kept not their ft. 
Eſtate, but left their own Habitation, 
he hath reſerved in Everlaſting Chains 
under Darkneſs unto the Judgment f 
the great Day. 


Compared with 2 Pet. x1. 4 


For if God ſpared not the Ang be which 
fte, Fi caft them p to Hell, 
and delivered them into Chains of 
Darkneſs, to be referved unto Judge, 
ment. 
HE nenen, W of the 
— grcat towards fallen Angels * 
N 8 by rheſe rwo infp ire 
l Apoſtles fer before us as a ſo- 
lem Warning to all Wicked and 
' Ungedly Men, it may well de- 


ferve our moſt ſerrons Conſideration. And the 


artentive- T of it will afford Mat- 
ttt 
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tet of uſeful. Inſtruction and Admenicien to 
us E And xis in Srder to our Impravementb of 
it g ſueh excellent Purpoſes, chat I Would 
— ae Paſlages as "Ow, N TA 


pu re- 
benfive-Claſes, The Righteous or The Wicked; 
Ile Children of Cad or The Children: ef the Da- 
| vil; ſo choſe of che higher Angelical ; Order 
axe likewiſe ranked into thoſe wwo..: 
henfive:Clafes of iGopd and Hlaly, or Evil An- 
gels and unclean or unholy Spirits / 1070 
% Tis of the latter of theſe. tharitheſe two.iuz | 
ſpired Writers ſpeak. And the rapreſent to 
us, their Sin and Guilt, and xheit F binent; 
or the: Righteous Sentence and Deahropaſiledivp- 
n chem; on the account of it. >: ) , 
And ſhall diſtinctiy conſicter each * ſo 
Heads to make-way forthe Practical Reflexigns 
FE4ntend un this aul Subject atlonn 10, 21017 
L We care co gonſider the Sin and Guild of | 
cherfsllen Angels“ E 57 2£ bl bin ; 269 
a TbenApoſtle June ſpeaks df them ul vör 
hedpingatheinofirſti Hſtatr ut leauiuyg theinuowk 
Hub itatian : Thegfpoſtle Peter er than 
E having ned LAH raden. IO 03 note 
„ RBethecf them plainly, imphy, Tharnthuſr 
1whqzatd:now Aue were onde Cod anti Huh 
Angels. Fheſe nobis, icrellactual Creatures 
werel pute and ſialefs Ones! at theit! falt Croa- 
tion. If Man himſelf, When he firſt⸗ came 
wht 1 "DD 0 2 | our 


_ — 80 into 2 — 


— -udagenh and beaended — 
Aale Tee e his Maker; we have A poſſi- 


ppble che fame * alt 


of rhis higher Order of unemb died 


— N — improda 
i grey of — — their f bs 
Indocence and»Purity; when this lower World 
ds formed. Fot we are told) That:when: be 
Faagdat ionr "of this Barth were laid, the lors 
(vhoſe firſt bright Luminazics -of: the 


intellectual World) ſang rogother, and ull the 


Son ef God" ſhouted for Joy, xxxviii Fob Fd Al. 
f them, without any ſuch diſtinction between 
Ga und. EviliAngels as Sin has now made. 
His alſo hete pfainly implied, That though 
Angels (as well as Mus were at their firſt 
Oteution pure and innocent yer they were but 
amide Creatures; They were not fix d int u 
State of unchangeables Holineſs; theyawere 
plaebd n e of Tah uαů Man aftétwärds 
was; and left, as he was, te:ithe#freedetwiof 
meirrown: Will and in the hand of their bwn 
Gounfel: They wanted: PDW]Eer td perſiſt in 
atwit Integticy, and in achtate of entire Sub- 
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c 4 againſt Mankind, and active in their 
deavours to oppoſe che Peſigns 1 ne 
face” towards the Recovery of the lol 78 
df Adam, by involving ins in the like Gli 
Ht Petdition with themſelves. we I ; 
NE how proceed, © . bk 24. 48 DIO! 
[> Soon, o conſider that farther and pete, 
Mee, ko which they are referved Ke the 
teat Day of "figal Judgment. wil 
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"That whe Kilt Angels are not at prefege Pl 
compleirly wittched: and miſerable as ey 1 
hereafter be That there is 2 farrher and me 

dus Pun ſuthent to be inflicted on them MN! 
| ay” of Fagilene, Was 1 1 & 
8 the ancient Chriſtian Writers. cir 
| 7 f nt fes itt ſeems ver! "Wnſnanf 5275 
tal Faſſages inthe New Teſfamtnt. LEY a 
die read condernin g chole to Men that oe 
bile of thi Tons 97 NA 6275 Ded! IF, "ang 12 
ce ding e That he 7 yy 
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Number of dere Pele dere to eſa abr 
Legion, or Twelve Thouſand, viiin u ut 
what Freuld chieffy obſerve as; That the De- 
ils did expect a State of Torment bey oull 
_ wharithey: had ever yet felt, and a Time which 
tha of God Would adjudge: them toit 
anck therefore here ex poſtulate with him about 
the Hime of it. (See alſo i Mark 24. andi 
Talker 34. where the Devils put the like Oe 
den tr thou come to deftroy ut Ar,νp U 
Again, We may obſerve, That that Stabe of 
BudkR and Remedileſs Miſery td which Hall 
wicked Men ſhall be adjudged at the laſt Day, 
is called, Ibe Fare prepared for the: Devel! uu 
his Angels,” V ati. gl. ';Aadthis ſeemis to 
imply, That they are not as yet e it, 
though they ſhall then be: 11 x 


Aud we particularly: read oonαũrning E 


Prince: r Leader: af theſe: calle Aogtligo Thab 
_ wheni the Dead, mull and great; fn, H Be- 
fore: God, &c. br Devil; ragerh | 
Sei; dad falſe Prophet; Jhallche auff N ih ati 
Lale Fire un Briiuſt one, Vane! al $e d 
mented Night andibuy forever zandt over >t366 
e t0i-obmipared with r And rg Nh, 
implies, That chis Scäte of cheig complear Pres 
medic ig yet . comer /) 40 as zit 04 
And L haveialrdady thown you, :iThxithe! 
words of: theſe twori Apeiſi les may 
| x {© randged;\. às co map Thet: 
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andedepeizb,orhen-actulatiycinowbomdrrpnnd 
tone in chem Med N WW 10 No NS. | 
-2@nd:L:thall only add, That when the Apo- 
fe Fawierireprefents the Devilt themſbltes as 
—— Exiſtence of; God, he alſa repto- 
ſents them as rembling at the fearful Exfiectas - 
tion of:the more terrible Effects of his Wfath 
ande fiery Indignation that are: yet to idome, 
ib Fames ii gu Thon believe/ſbichat:>therey. a Dur 
God Ithou-doſt well p the Devil aljorvelieverand 
trends n 160 td yam I nis 
Having thus conſidered rh Sin and 4% Ban 
miſuent of the fallen Agel, it now/remaing, 
that we make ſome Practical Reflexions-theres 
on for our dun Inſtruction and Edificatiou.· 
at Mund, 129. 2 o f NAI EHT gig 
I. From the eee we maya 
what awoful Transformation, Sin has made in 
che nobbeſt of God's renſonable Creaturas. 
„Theſe Angels that fell were of the ſanie: 
Order andr at ft endued with the ſame en 
alted Powers, sand the fame moral Excellencies 
Ss choſe that od. And if chere was any. 
n degrees among them, as the difkine 
Rioer.of _Hrchodngels/ and Angelr deems to im 
port, tis:query- probable-that che greut Hruder: 
in this Rebellion againſt God's ſoverei gu Au 
thority Was one of char higher Rank of Hmh- 
Angels; And there fore we read of Micselube 


Arch Angel contending-with him, in tho Naar 


| ahout:\the; B f We. (See ver.. of hre 
| dran: cf N This heavenly Principas. | 
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m Haſperate Oppoſui on to hi Hohawhrand u- 
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aud adennν — che lame. — 
nd inflamed w it name arten 

Lovg 16:4he bleſſed God as che reſt. . They 
joined with the reſt in admiring the match: 
loſs Petfections, and applaudingo the mardel- 
lous Motks of cheir great Cxcator and Bench 

| when ouee Hride aud ny were charbouied 
in theft Minds, and:engaged them in a wafhes 
rata Oppdſition tothe Authetityn anti Wil of 
their: Maker, What au diſmal — . — 
ſee ho EPheir· ¶ Iſaam degencrared into, Craft and 
> grblack: Defonmity ofviflickedneſ7i na) 
zc<our:otabe Beautionof Holineſs their bare 
0d was turned into a mar eee 
him and Rage agsinſt him, ing aging thend m 


tereſſ Aaſtead / u heneficent Govdnefstomanats 
Man, cheir FallowiCreatitte; @raginp coOmpred 
_ dhiemvitouſcek his 7 WY TY ev 
fame Suilt ando Middry 'with;igheoiElveaiil2Wh 
Oridetrioyed themito invdderthe Ear 
Pike | Ag0d;obypaedacng, Mank inds i im idrder 

ving mom de theirmown uldrp ed DU 
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| now ef uſdankndfe On 
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_ nom] ebitinate Brmicsatarhimzd and Neils 
again him h Och Inrifn ATend Bf ο⁰ Ws | 
| hone; now-idribgant and: dofprrate -Envaddss 
of n Once pure and e now; antiean 
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Fra mation Ras Sin made inter 
once excellent Nature. And this — 
us deeply ſenſible how great à Mali 
is in it, and-how- detel ble the Dus ve 
ein - 2014 01744 Hoy af; in boni 
II If Pride: mid 355 in particular had the 
chief band in the Fall of theſe once ho 25 
gols owe may learn how. abominable an ye! 
eee ate in the Eyes of God. 


10 Ai profound Hamilicy: We All #@afon; 
2 Trearures) in their demeanour towards 

chat God, between whom and them chere 18 
ſuch an infMice- Diſtance and Diſpr ro | 


Ned doen holy Angels are Stet In 


hein faces, and tbeir feet, in cheir Apt 
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sgtoꝶ Him, to ctpreſs their profound 


beide hieb And chat Humilixy ſhöukl appear 
ia n egtite Subjection of their Wills rg his, 
ere en 100 be ſopuffed up Wwidrrithe 
dMelling Thoughts of theit “ own 8 
8 ocleriheiri Wills in 4 ſtubborn Op 

b ibis; is:aimoſt daring) und PU vol As Tp 
front x0: his fovercigir Anthotit 
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oc andk:Pride towards ein bop 


ee n d kabries In 1e, the we dateſti com 
Araxicty k his: e eee ee and Love. 
Ne ſhouldbrherefore: guard againſt theſe: Sins 
chat vnde ſor cui arly de 
rat Nad 0 15 bas e 0 ' 71.19, 
_ 8 II. from 
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my "Theo e wehen 
III. From the Sin and Puniſomen 
fallen An 15 85 conſideted together, we ma 
learn the hainous Demerit of Sin, and the Jul 
Seyetity of God in Wwenginß it d er op 
. hallen Angels were the firft; Rebels 3, 
gain God, and they. are ſer forth as the fear! 
ful Examples and Möônuments of his Juſtice to 
all ſugcesding Ages, even to the End of he! 
01 5 85 re og hach no ſooner: ſinned; by o 
Author al Bat Demand. berg 


255 1 tr retum to ir e "They fits. 
xcluded : for. ever from the bliſsful Preſehee of 
t. God, whoſe Authority and Orders hey 
rrggantly e opt ble. "They! are 
ER om phe! ns wt 
were once their bleſſed Abode, arc dard thee: 
deep Abyfs of Hel, or at lead date theſe 
lower Regions of che Air, and ate abandoned 
to utteg Deſpair of ever regairſing thoſe Man- 
ſions of Glory they hate left, andſto a perpetoal 
Dread off 1 farthet Puniment That is to be 
juflicted on them at the great Day of- final 
Judgment. O deplotable Change in chcjr ee 
as well: as in *theit) Natur“ No Invitations #9": 
return ate ſent after them, no Offers of Pars 
. Jon: made unto chem. They weilfully forſouk 
E 7 6601 hogan _ N to Sache ne 
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"And "that we: ive lens foe hat an bon 
nable Evil preſumptuous ſiding 19 in God's 
Account? Whar au Haindus Pre voc 
che Eyes ef his Glory, Shall we not here de. 
— — manner Ris ineenſed Ju- 
flames Gut againſt % bt them? 
ble at his: Wrat wes who dees art fuck 
one exellent and noble Orearures, When rey! 
n 
wt ther- their Ran and Dips: 
fatural Perfections t 


4% rebel againſt their Mat 
5 Aa the more 
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that are N eteſpared. Terrible Juſticg imme qi 
Ugly; purſued: chejr Crimes: e no. — 
. finned, but they Were caſt down. But, . 
the Qpiects qferhat Fenbearance and (Gopdneſs. of 
oc dead ut te Repentomen.. Nenn 
Ne "Mediator Was: heir 
| Guilt, and igigreede. for aheir, Bardons But 
ſuch a ded; for us. > No-Prepoſals 
ef, Revpyciligtion;g ng. One cures of. Mercy 
Were ener made to chem; bur-God 35; in Cbri 
Sha. 3 —. on Gat: Men) 


of, rernal. Twi i: Tihe;ir5aysrtables 
de and Ye roment, ihr alen, Angels wa 
— — Mention andt3 
farther; Punithmens;js, \releryed. Badge 20 91 
Judęmegt,. But guileg Men Ange 
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dere Rau Hilference = dere heir Caſs 
zuck Oürs, ad mäy ſufficientlyjaſlify his Cons 
auer Hetein. They wers Creatüres of an 
kigbet Rant, and endued with greater Excel- 
len des, and conſequently their /Diſobedience 
and Rebellien was mote aggravated ahd in- 
cteulable“ They ſinned Without 4 Tempter, 
10 did not we ; they ſintied im Heaven it ſelf, 
whete rhey enjoyed be beatifiek Viſioi of 
the Divine Glory; we En this Part” r 
ene au bollied Spirits; we Splits whar pe 
1 they had not thar hereditary'Corrup- 
Ye Entailed upon theni;"thar'we' che Ruee ef 
Ae e now have. "They were dt invol- 
ved in that Darkneſs: and Ignorance that we 
Ae, or hac To! nanffold't Incentives th Sin 
At rfficiittics in the way of bur Duty te 
Blk e and contend agHHſt;, as we now habe. 
Aid chere fore ür Caſe ar Reſt View may ſeem 


"dtc compaſſionable then theits. And yer 
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Tue Conſſceratons may be trufy al- 
d t Justify che Divine Conduer id klie 
ent währ of dealing witli chem audtus; 
461 MA ee Kune reason ah ART Wankfuliieſs | 
in this diftingatſhing” Mercy" of God, in 
Bins iding*a Remedy for“ fallen f fai lee Ke 
105 eee ee ad iin exer- 
ſins uch mia arvellous Lo TTufferthts irowards 
's, ren töwards tlie grestef ef Sine an hi 
Katth, When 55 e och Waring aud 
wearing Mercy tocatds the innit Alpels 
eaven,” Wer muft chicfly" alerißs elirs ec | 
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i — good ——— to his — 
Compaſſion, WAP - will have Mercy e bm le 
will have Mere). And co, him the Praiſe of 
this diſcriminaring Goodneſs. and Fity muſt be 
Slx en- in AED rats © Aft 
| 2 The Gita == Dares. of the Fallen 
| mould be a ſolemn Warning, 10 0 
Fro that wilful continuance in a State of 
Eomity and Courſe of Diſobedience that will 
certainly ſubject us to the ſame Condemnation 
with a fallen Angels at the Day of Judgment. 
And ris for this End thar both cheſe inipired 
: Apoſtle : N before us chis awful Example 
_ ofthe Guilt and tlie terrible Doom of rhe: An- 
| WT fell, . And the Apoſtle Peter; - ſubyains 
the che no leſs fearful Example of the Deſtruction 
of the Inhabitants of- this Earth by a Deluge, 
— both of them mention that memorable Ex- 
ample of God's tremendous Juſtice: in turning 
the. wicked Cities nf Sodom aud Gomon rnb inte 
Aſbeo and deſtroying cheir Inhabitants Re 
from. Heavens mating thew-: thentby\y(as+ vl 
- Apoſtle Feger ſpeaks) h Buſauple oe 
after, ſbouiil it vr ungbuliy . And the ſume Apoſtle, 
From 01 a Sl Natty Divine Ven- 
-geauct, raus this Inference, That are 4577 
Lum Hain fo deliver g Godly out of Temp. 
eee reſerve>the Unjuſt+uneo i he Day: of 
= uh to be puniſhed,.. Per; ii. 6, N & nN 
Out ptoſent State in his Morldcbeing only 
4 State of Probutiou and Trial prepatatory for 
e of * Megs Rewards-and. Puniſb- 
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pected, chat the Juſtice of God ſhould in its 
ordinary Methods towards Mankind immedi- 
ately; puniſh their Crimes with deſttuctive tem- 
poral Judgments. This being the Time for the 
Exerciſe of Divine Forbearance and Long: ſaf 
fering ta them. And yet tis no leſs congruoùs 
to the Wiſdom of, God, chat for the awakening 
ſecure Sinnets to Ropentance, and che keeping 
up the Belief and Reverence of his vindictive 
Juſtice in the World; he ſhould ſometimes ma- 
2 his guſt: Abhorrence of the Wickadneſs 
of Men by ſufſering his Anger toi flame out 
againſt them in the terrible. and viſihle Effects 
of: it, that when theſe his tremendous Fadgments 
are in tie Earth, the Inhabitants of it may learn 
Hzghteauſueſs. | But concerning this Inſtance of 
alluſion to che words of tho Apoſtle Paul truly 
fag; That he Hrach df God is revealed. from 
Htaven againſt: the Ungedlineſs aud Unrighte- 
-okſveſs of Men, in the Example of thoſe Angels 
whom tbeit Diſobedience has caſl domi | from 
thence, whale dreadful Fall ſbould be perpe - 
tual Warning o us on Earth, leſt hy dur being 
dawn intodthe like Guilt, we ſhould ſhare in 
_their-Puniſhments and come at laſt into dhe ſume 
ſame. Place of Torment 3 for vou max obſerve, 
That the Sentence whieh {ball be paſſed on all 
the, impenirently. .Wicked.oruns: in this awful 
rain, Pegart from ma, he Cutſed, into ver- 
W 4 5 laſting | 


424. The |Sidand\Paniſhnient 
Ieftine>Fires;iprepared: for the Heul uri bx H 
gls, rixxx 922 Fe This g Bverlaſting 
Fi chis State of Enille(s'Torment;: theſe Evers 
laſtiag Chains of Darkneſs, are the Portion! 
aud Lot which Divine Juſtice : has prepared for 
the Dewi and his Augels, and has re ſerved them 
to it. Nou have joined with them in tejectin 
my Autheriry, and eaſting my holy Laws be. 
hing your Backs; Vou have been drawn into 
a Confederaey wirh them in their Eümity and 
from my Hreſence, and from that higheſt Hen. 
ven chat was once cheir own Habitation; and 
Von hal never be admitted into in. They were 
reſerued (und ate now-adjudged) an Euer lf 
ing Chains of Darkneſs; and you chat were herd: 
heir Hecomplices in fauing, ſhall bd their CD 
panions:in Endleſs Sufferings aud Nliſerrr (91 
Ayd the Equity ß this Sentence that / ſnall 
adjudge wicked Men to the ſame . Pudiſhment 
With fallen Angels, willfully. appear, if we cons: 
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eee eee 7 
of cha Angels char fell;was'more:2gpravaredi 
the account. of-their higher Exdellenties, und 
of t cir rebelling in Heaven it ſelfg in the midſt 
of all, tho3Glories,of; it. and that without guy 
Tawpter 49 deceivo and ſeduce tbem; yet in 
othaß Felpects the Sins of wictell Men may at 
mat Apgeavations: with theirs Thall 
not Nets; ſtay tor the caſe df that part 
ot; Mankind, whe: never enjoyed the Light of! 
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Divine Rarelatien, But yxdare ri 
hifforrfythg O according to” hermade 
aw 6 — them by che Lighe bf Nu 
tute and the Lam written in ler- Heart; WII 
kudwing the Fuugment of God, t hur they e 
commit! blen ſuch Sins urt worthy of Deut, 
woti-only iini r he ſumez . bur bad ple ſuri iy 
n A them, CAs che Apoſtle du 
ſpeaks; i Rom from ver, 18. to che end; und 
ib Rom 19.) And who perſiſted in their Un- 


godlineſs and Utirighreoufticls' after FIT EK. N 


cdeiſd of rhar Forbearanes And Patié nes te 
wards chem fich he never uſed towards the 
ſmaing Angels; I ſhall rather confine my ſelf 


tor the particular Aggravations of their" Guilt} | 


we eontinue Wicked though they liye where 
the Light of the Goſpel has ſnone. And ſure 
we may welb4llow' their Guilr equal to that of 
fallen Angels“ They not only reject che Au- 
tharity and diſobey the hoty Laws of che God 
abe them, and zu whim they lives gu 
moue, und hame rheir Being; but they imer 
ly perſiſt therein, notwithſtanding tall - pite 
ii Zationsgckat redeeming! Mercy und Pove” 


wagte pn ches, which was never Scrende of 
th: the ſiming Ange S E igel ente 


„155 as ſome con) Neuro; it wan HO EH 0 5 


theſe fallen Ae that they refuſed to pe Tub. 
ject toi cho Son of God; who Was "eonſtirured” 
ddt end, and Lord; how much more aggra! 


vated is the Guilt of thoſe! that refüſe te obe 
fü Who came on at 2h, lonare' Etrahd,” | 
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1. Tis a Subject moſt delightful in ic ſelf. _ 
For what can be more grateful Entertainment 


to the Thoughts of an Heaven-born Spirit, 


than the Contemplation of that Heaven it 
ſelf from whence it firſt deſcended, and to 


Which it has by Divine Grace recovered a new 


Alliance and Title > What the Apoſtle Peter 
faid when he only faw glimpſe of the Cele- 
ſtial Glory in the 7ransfguration of Chriſt, and 
in his Converſe with Moſes and Elias, we may 
as juſtly ſay, when our Minds are ' intenſely 
fix d on that Glory i ſelf, "Tis good for us to be 


here. If Moſes ſo gladly climbd Mount Nebs 


that he might have a Proſpect of the promiſed 
Land, how gladly ſhould we entertain and 
feed our Eyes with the Proſpect of the heavenly 
Canaait ! And ſure, when we have ſo vaſt and 
powerfully arreſt gu, Thoughts ; our Minds 
ſhould dwell upet it, and be as unwilling to 
| it to the geſpicable Vanities of this 
Earth, as we wou e tuen Our Eyes from be- 
holding a magnificent Palace to fix them on a 


And ſure the frequent Contemplation of that 
heavenly Felicity ſhould be efpecially delight- 
ful to the Heirs of it. Tf choſe can view a 


large earthly Inberitance, or temporal Crown 


with great pleaſure, who ſhortly hope to poſ- 


_ feſs; rhe one, and wear the other; ſure, the 
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that incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading Iube- 
ritance, which they ſhall ſo ſoon enjoy, and of 
that Immortal Crown that ſhall e er long adorn 
their conquering Heads. Sure, whoever ba- 

niſh Heaven out of their Thoughts, the Righ- 
reous ſhould never do it, who have ſo much 
occaſion to triumph in the proſpect of that 
Time, when being adjudged to, they ſhall en- 
ter on the Poſſeſſion of Eternal Life. 
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On the Happineſs of Heaven, 
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xxv Marth. 46. 


* theſe ſhall go away into Everlafling 
5 but the R dl 1255 
Life Eternal. 


| H AV E Shock 4 — Clauſe 
of this Verſe, made ſome Pro- 
greſs in the Deſeription of that 
State of Endleſs Perfection and 
| Bleſſedneſs which the Righteous 

== {hall-be adjudged to, and which 
is s ſo often in Scripture called Eternal Life. 

Firſt, I conſidered the Negative Part of that 
—— Bleſſedneſs, conſiſting in our entire Ex- 
emption from all Evils, both Moral and Natu- 
ral, both of Sin and Miſery. And this is ſig- 

nificantly ſtiled Salvation. * 

Secondly, 1 came to conſider the Poſitive Part 
of it; ; which is eſpecially intended by this Ex- 
preſſion of Eternal Life, which denbtes the af- 
fluence of all that can render Life deſirable or 
valuable. ; | Ti +3 „ 
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And here, ; 
I. We may conſider. the future Bleſſedneſs 
of the Righreous, as refulring partly, from the 
Perfection of our entire Nature, and the moſt 
vigorous. Exerciſe of our: perfected Powers, bas 
the 1 0 and moſt agrecable Objects. 
An 
Firſt, From the Perfection of our Souls, and 
cheie reaſonable Powers. | 
£ Thus, WW g 
1. Our Underliandings will be perfected by 
a vaſt Rea in Divine Knowledge and 
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Lan I now come to conſider, ou 4 
Secondl „ That part of che perfection je: or. 
Nature that ſhall ariſe feper the Perfection of 
: our 16 Reg 201i? 
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me to conſider 
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| y.Text plainly. 2 
. the Bleſſeccef of the Righteous, not meerly as 


7” at Death, but as compleat: after the gene- 

eſurgefien "ng. Judgment, And, indeed, 
85 then; only. that our entire Nature ſhall be 
N ed of Eternal Liſe. Till chen, one part 
of us remains as the Spoils of Death, and 
x of the Grave. Till chen, that 7% 
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till this laſ Enemy be conſuered, and out 'Bo- 
dies reſcued from his Dominion and Power, 


that Mortality is entirely ſwallowed” up of Life, 


and the Happineſs of a glorified Saint fully 
conſummated. So that this part of it will ne- 


cellarily-fall under our Conſiderationn;?:m. 


Tis true, indeed, we can at preſent Anden 
ſtand little of the Nature, and excellent Qua- 


lities of a glorified and heavenly Body. And 


though the Charafters which the Scriptures give 
of it, repreſent it as free from thoſe manifold 


Infirmities" and Imperfections, which are the 


great diſadvantages of our preſent earthly Bo- 
dies; yet we can draw little from them of any 
poſitive Idea of it, and therefore muſt obſerve 
the Apoſtle's Caution, not to be over-curious 


in our Enquiries, How the Dead are ralſed up, 


or with what Body they come 2 1 Cor. xv: 35. But 
yet we may be allowed to follow the Light of 
Divine Revelation ſo far as it leads us, and 


to trace the Steps of its inſpired penmen in 


the Deſcription they give us of our Celeſtial, 
as they are diſtinguiſhed from our Terreſtrial 


Bodies, 1 Cor. Xv. 40. Our preſent earthly Bo- 


dies are chrruptible and mortal, ſubject to ma- 
nifold Diſeaſes and Miſeries, and thoſt the 
Harbingers' of their final Diſſolutioh. Even 


the exquifiee Formation of their various Or- 
: gans ſerves to give them a quicker ſenſe of al- 
mo e Pains; and how adtmirable 


* 
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Bodies being detained as Captives in his: dark 
Priſon and ignominious Bonds. And tis not 
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ſoeven their Structure may be, they are at belt 
bur Honſes of Clay, whoſe. Foundation's in the 
Dat. But our benvenly Bodies are Jucorrupti- 
lle and. Inmortal, ſuited to the Endleſs Dura- 
tion of choſe Souls, whoſe. Manſions they are 
_ deſigned to be; they will not be liable to any 
olf thoſe; ftequent Diſorders, and dolorous 
Pains that we now ſo often feel and groan un- 
der:; they: will only miniſter to the pure and 
innocent Pleaſures romp a ws aware Soul, ver. 
455 in ee N dg eee 

Our earthliy Balles are com parati 5 wile; 
i Phil. ult. There is a Maſs: of Corruption 


and Filch within, as many loachſome Diſtem- 


Berzagften give us very ſenſible Conviction. 
nd we know they will e er r ghaſtly 
pectacle, and turn to noiſome Putrefaction. 

But our Heavenly Badies will -be>unetiaceivably- 

glorious: when faſhioned like to that of uur exalt- 

ed Saviour, iii Phil. alt. And how reſplendent 
the Clary of his is, we may in part conceive 
frgm a tranſient glimpſe thereof ex libited in 
his, Tronsſiguration on the Mount And there 
we gad, That hin Face Gone as the Sun, und his 

Rajmann was white us the Light, xvii Matth. . 

Whar la radiant Luſtte then will bo darted from 

the transformed Bodies of the Righteous when 

y hall /oivc Fertan. the Sun in the Kingdom 

of their father !] (as our Saviour ſpeaks, xiii 

Malt he Az) And, indeed, ſuch Jucid: Bodies 

reſined : from the droſs of this Earth, to- an 
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able ta thoſe Regions of Lighr into which we 
ſnall be tranſplanted, N 4 119 52% Aer oe 
Qur earthiy Bodges' are weak. and feed/e; vet. 
434/They are (comparatively ſpeaking) a 
ſluggiſh and unweildy Lump: of Clay, pos oe 
to chis Earth! on which we tread, and incapa- 
ble of ſoaring higher. Their Motions are dull 
and flow; their Activity ſmalb and inconſide- 
rable; their Strength deſpicable and frail; not 
only liable to decline through the Sent 
— of Age, but to be ſuddenly broke 
by innumerable Diſeaſes, and _— "OHNE Be. 
fer the Moth it ſelf, iv ob 199gli. 
But our heavenly Bodies ſhallibe enducd Wir 5 
admirable Agility and Vigour. Their Conſti- 
tution firm and durable; their Motions ſwiſt; 
their Senſations lively; their Foree and Aci! 
vity vaſt and marvellous, wirhout any allay of 
weakneſs and — They wall no longer 
be to our Souls ag a Priſon or Clog, that des 
them down to ſuch a: ſport and point of this 
Eatrh, but rather as Wings to tranſpott them 


with:ifpeed' to any part of this viſihle World, 


ot of the inviſible ſuperior Regions. Noce 
and Elius could, on the Prayer of | Chriſt; | 
quickly deſcend from the heavenly Manſions 

tor Mount Tabor; and with the ſame enſe af. 

dend again, notwithſtandingithe-unconetivable 
diſtance betwern this Earth; and that Third 
Heaven, which is the Seat of the Bleſſed, 2 
Car. xii. 2. How quick are the Motions of 


Light: and Sound, almoſt equalling thaſe of 


art: ; our | 


— . — CRC CIEIS — — Oy . 


— moſt cee Conceptions of che ex- 
ttaordinary Agilicy of our glorified Bodies. 
Again, our earthly Bodies are Natupal or 


4 d erer 1 my 


Animal ones, ver. 44. i. e. they are Bodies 


wholly framed and ſuited for the low Functions 
of rhis animal Life, which is common to us 
with the Beaſts that pe 
ly they are furdiſhed with various Appetites, 


1. And, according- 


which ſuitable Proviſion is made by the 
of Divine Providence. They have al- 


ſo ſeveral Organs and Members adapted only 
for thoſe uſes. And our 
meſt be mainrditied) by Meat and Drink, Reſt 
and Sleep. 
| theſe? frail Tabernacles of C Olay be kept from 


E 
Cares and Labours to provide for theſe. periſh- 


preſent bodily. Life 
By theſe continual Nepairs muſt 


into Ruin. And, alas! how great a 
f our Time here is conſumed in buſy 


ing Bodies Nhat is needful to accommodate 


their various eee, and: ſuſtain their de- 
_ caying Life! 10 
But our e Bodies will be ſpiritual 
Ones, i. e. not only Bodies tliat reſemble Spi- 


r 28 7 * 526 N 


rits in their Actlviry and Vigour, but ſuch 
as are ſuited ti the Operations of an immor- 


tal Spirit in its higheſt State of Excellency 


and Perſection. Bodies adapted to thoſe ſu- 


F 5 


peridir heavenly Reg 


ions, which are the pto- 

pert Klement and Habitation of perfected Spi- 
rits- And hence our Saviour corrects the groſs 
Apprehenſions _—_— had of our "_ Bo- 


Ou br Happineſs of 'Þ 


ies, (when, they. diſputed. boi 3 
ſeven Brothers had ſucceſſively married, whoſe 
Wife. fbe- ſhould. be. at the Raſurrection o by 
telling chem, That in the Reſurredion they nei 
ther marry, nor: are given in marriage, but. are 
en ue Angels of God in Heaven, xxii Marth. 30. 
And how vaſt a difference in the Conſtitution 

ind Frame of our Bodies, and in their man- 
ner of Senſation and Motion, is requiſite. to 
fir them to he the Inſtruments and Vehicles of a 
glorified Soul in its angelical State, we are not 

ow able to conceive, but may juſtly: appre 
hend it to be very great and marvellous. 
| a word; our heavenly Bodies. will then be 
ſo far from e to our Souls a Dar Laut horn, 


an uncaſ 1 a cumberſome Weight, as this 
e 


gorruptib le F leſh; now is; that they will be 
every way ſubſervient to their nobleſt Opera 
tions, and moſt -refined Delights, and there- 
fore happy Sharers with them in the Work and 
Joys, in Wa Maag, Bliss of the Celeſtia 


5 
State. „ 4 N 


a Thus will dur Whole Nature, be perten 
and- its exalted Powers be exerciſed. en dhe 
moſt excellent and agreeable Objects. 
And; this is rh rl ages of ot pol. 8 
tre Bleſſedneſs. ace ace 1936106 Mee 
. 3 23 T 
II. We may; 3 e 4 —— el 
of rhe Riglxeous, as partly reſulting from che 
Society, and ee ne of the S e 
„ iombt 1 ol Po eee af. 
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an, is a ſociable Otenture framed for Con: 
: "capable of reliſhitg all che enter- 
taining Pleafures'of it. And the) more excel. 


lent and communicative thoſe are with whom 


we converſe," the grearer are the Advantages 
atic Delights of it. Now there is every thing 
in the heavenly State that can conſpire to ren- 
der the Converſes of it beneficial and pleaſura- 
ble to us. 3 SY ELEEDS AOL S126 39340 
we thall there de adm bd bo the moſt in- 
timate and endeared Communion with 'the 
bleſſed God, the Fountain of Light and Life 
Love and Joy. We ſhalF then ſatiate our Souls 
with the fulneſt of Foy that in his beatiſick Pre. 
ſeuce, and let them run adrift in that Ocean of 
Pleaſures that is at his right hand for ever more, 
| ri al. alt. I have already mentioned the 
; ineſs that will reſult from our cleareſt Vi. 


— on of God, and moſt ardent Love to him, 
ken he ſhall moſt fully diſcover” his attractive 
Sloty, and make us partake of the richeſt 
Communications of his boundleſs Love. And 
fire choſe muſt be unconceivably happy who 
immediately del in that God, who is infinite 
and over-flowing Love, 1 7b iv. 8. Efpe- 
willy; when our Souls ſhall be opened and 
enlarged to receive his reviving Rays, and>tt- 
Freſhing* * in the moſt plenteous Effu- 
7 All the Influences and Effect: 

E the Ring Love of God which we 
now partake of are but like the glimmer. 
ing e of the Sun that pierces wer 

dl ome 


1 | 4 | 


8 A 
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he was willing 


Work. of the Saluation of his {(rael, which he 
here came to lay the Foundation of? If Tle- 
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— ron ae 9 CORES FEEL 


eee * 


Lins: ereviſes/into- the Houle when the, Win- 
dows: are ſnut. (So little axe Our Souls Capa- 
ble to receive while they are confined to chi 
dark Cell.) But there all Obſtructions ſhall be 
removed, our own Capacities enlarged, and 
ye; hall (as one well expreſſes it) with; oper 
face behold the open face of glorifying Love for 
ever. And, O what a Life of unknown, un- 
conceivable Delight ſhall we live for ever in 
the Preſence, and Boſom, and under the inceſ- 
ſant Infſux of his diffuſive Eternal Loy Nada 
true ſource of all Perfection and Bleſſedneſs ! 
And ſure it will be no ſmall part of our 
eee to be admitted to the Preſence and 
Converſe of our Exalted rer as cloathed 
with our Natur 
If good old Simeon was Nw! tranſported. ar 
the ſight of our bleſſed Lord in the Fleſh, that 
to cloſe. his Eyes on this World, 
when they had 3 the Salvation. of Cod, 
ü Late 28, 29, 30. How much more rayiſh- 


ing will it then . behold him enthroned in 


Heaven, when he has compleated that 


mat, when he ſaw him riſen again from the 
Dead, was in ſuch an Extaſy of Delight, chat 
he cries out with devout Affection, My Toru, 


and 30) God, xx John 27, 28. And if the, reſt 


of the Diſciples did, with the: like ſenſible 
Emotion of holy Joy, behold his Aſcenſion un- 
to fraven, xuiy Luke: lii. How e more 
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joyous will it be to behold him ſar down o the care 


Fight hand of tbe Majeſty on high,” and ſee chat | tbe! 


tranſrendent amazing Glory (far ſuperior to thin 
that of angelical Principalities and Powers) to cell 
which he is in our Nature advanced! So chat milk 
well may our bleſſed Lord pray for this as one 2 
conſiderable Branch of our future Felicity, That ©-f 
we'; may ze where: he is, and behold the Glory © #* 
whichthe: Father has given him, xvii 70h 24. I © 
And if Peter, wlien he beheld but a tranſient E 


glimpſe of the Glory of Chriſt in his Tant ji 455 
gurut los on the Mount, felt ſuch an aftoniſhing 6 


Tranſport as made him forget the World and * 4 
kimſelf, and:/peak he knew not what; how much 


more ſurpriſing and raviſhing will his Glory 7 
appear, when we ſee it in its brighteſt Luſtre, 


ful Saviour and Friend of Souls, in whom we 


„ 
— 


and when we our ſelves ſhall feel the transform- © 4 
ing Eſſicacy of that glorious Sight to render 8 
us lite to bim, 1 Jobn ii. 3. How delightful et 
to behold, nay, claſp in our Arms that merci- I 


have believed and truſted, whom we have 
loved and ſerved, and to whoſe '-unparallet'd 
Love our Obligations are ſo vaſt and uncon- 
ceĩvable! How raviſhing to heat from his own 
bleſſed Lips all che amazing Wonders of his 
Love, in order to our fuller Comprehenſion of 
che height and depth, and length and breadth of it 4d 
it, and the more ardent Exerciſe of our in! heię 
damed Love to him! And much more to enjoy Feit 
all the petfected Fruits aud entire Purchaſe-of Þ ſeve 
his dying Eove, and chat probably — ſenc 
” | cared 99) 


= — him} as the! Mediator if «Ftv * 
there as well as of Purchaſe here. And this, I 


aud full of Glory, 1 Pet. i. 8 


| Tar Dave 5 495 


rr 


* * WE, 


think, to be very-fitly- iluſtraced by that en- 
cellent Divine, Mr. Baxter, by this obvious Si- 
milirude. '* Look (ſaith he) upon the Sun, 
« nd think thus with thy ſelf, how wonder 

4 ful is the Emanation of this Sun! Its Mo- 


4 4 en, Light" and Heat, communicated to ſo 


many Millions of Creatures all over the 
+ un and in the Seas. What if all theſe: 
4 Beams of Light and Heat, were proportion 
able Beams of Nuomledge and Love and y. 
And that all Creatures under the Sun had 


« from its Influx as much Wiſdom, Lobe and 


*. Foy, as they have Light, Heat and Motion; 
5 9 not then this Earth be as a World of 
Angels, or a Heaven! Even ſo, Chriſt the 
« Sun of Glory, will by his powerful Influ- 
4, ence ſend forth Life and Light, and joyful 

| upon all the Bleſſed from the face of 


Ku 7 O! how unſpeakable then will the 


Glory "and: Felicity of that ſuperior World, 
and its dignified Inhabitants be, on whom he 
will thus: ſhine for ever! If therefore, though 


now we ſee not our bleſſed Saviour, yet our 
Faith in him, and Expectations from him can 


unſpeakable 

Wat an 
height of over- flowing Joy ſhall our Souls be 
raiſed to, when he ſhall receive us as his per- 
re Followers into his immediate Pre- 


even now make us rejeyre with al Fs 


it Ewbrates; when he ſhall | 
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and as the Bridegnoom irejajces oper the Bride; 
ſo will. he rej once aver us with Joy, le wille 
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plade n with himſalf on his:trium un Tb 
| Gs ug, his Members, she 
xs: of his matchleſsn Los,; 
Bleſſednefs, he, ur eat 
ed:Head; ſhall be.admired and:g/orified fun enen 


_ 2iTbeſ51.-20.,. 1/Q) a the:Naps 
tial olthe Land ate to be celebrated, i whoti 
the Church: as his prepared Sponſe, being ard 


ed in u Linen (even that of (ſpotleſs wor 
cence and Rigiteonſueſe) xix Reu. u g. Being 
With unblemiſhed Purity; aud adomed 


| wird all heavenly-Qualities; v:Ephi27:ſhalbbe 


preſented-/to; him the heavenly::Bridegroom; 


in ties; Love, che mill rej eyes over ur mt h 
Zepb. a9. Well may we ay 


the inſpited Evangelical Prophet, Een he: had 


this: repreſented Inn Vin to eee 
_ they.ohich-are; called tu this M. | 


2 


the Lamb, aul Pleas ofa in ay tlie 


tainments and Plea 


os of chat heavenly 180 


Nieten 1 11 IH aH 


ble Addition to che ;leſſedneſs of the heavenly 
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E 
niof. So that we may 
— . of the heavenly Inhabitants far 
more extenſive and quick, x" that of Souls 
confined: to this Clod of Earth, and to this 
Dark Lanthorn of the Body. Thoſe Sears in 
Glory can caſily ſbine to one another. Nor 
need we feat leſt any of thoſe excellent Spirits 
ſhould diſdain our Converſe becauſe. they are 
of n ſuperior Order and Rank. Thoſe Angels 
char now account themlelyes. our Fellum- Ser- 
vawts here, xix Rev. 10. will not refuſe to make 
us their happy Aſſociates there. Thoſe that 
w_ rejoyce in out Converſion, xv Lale 10. 
then triumph in our final Salvation; they Il. 
ladly- convoy-our departing Souls to che Man- 
Badly convoy or and congratulate our Admiſſion 
to the honours and. 9 — of the theavenly:. 
ourt And, O how inſttuctive and delight» 
may we juſtly. i ine che Connerſe of 
theſe, heavenly: ages tobe? 4200663 
And ſure it will e e inexpxeſſible 
Delight. er us to be admitted to the: fdmiliar 
y of thoſeiPatriarchs and Prophetsy\ and 
Aale, and all thoſe eminent Serrants of 
God, who in every ſucceſſive age have e, ss 
Lights in ibis dart Murid, and are nowetmn- 
ſlated to tan bigbher Onb. Nay, to regain the 
Socici y fur Chtiſtian Relations and Friends 
thac have been our oa peg in che 
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and faichtful, dear and intimate 


Saw 


404 Ge F appineſs of Dead, 


of the Immortal Crown, and have — 
entred into Everlaſting Reſt. O Joyful moet 
ing, when all the Children of God, chat were 
difperfed abroad (in ſeveral Ages, and ſeveral 


parts of this Earth) ſhalF all be gathered into 


our geuerdl Aſſembly and Church ! When the 


vaſt Convention of all whoſe Names are liſted 


in rhe heavenly Rolls ſhall be compleated ;_ not 

one Member being wanting in the myſlical 

Body et, Chriſt!” The Converſatiom of *. 
ends an 

| . riſtians,” ig een here” one of the 
principal and nobleſt pleafures of human Life. 

Their Preſence,” their mutual Aſpects, and 


| bros. uſeful Diſc&orſes]'/ are! a ſweer and 


Entertainment! But, Oo how we POLY 
ly nice taviſhing will the happy Liter. 


al der ſhining "Wiſdom all- that Apotleſs In- 
nee and Parity; al that godelike Benig- 
nity” And Love Which are capable te endear it, 
are found in their higheſt Perſechen; and all 
chat Ignerance and Folly, and Unkindneſs that 
might ie the Pleaſure of it, arg entirely 
aboliſhed ! And if now ir be ſo pleafanel to- Bel 
bold. Brrrhren die in together in'Unity-on Earth, 
I 1. How much more to behold che 
| \Uniry of the-contbrdanr heavenly So- 
eiety, WI en the Prayer of Chriſt for them ſhall 
be fully anſwered That fe) may ze ll One in 
Gol aud bun xvii No Ef. AN Hur, by an un- 
fire Hatm my in — 
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riſiecl Saints, in whom 
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Happit Gol "Heaven, 499 
ad-Prafiice nd enge in perfect Love to 
cheir God and Saviour, and perfect Love to 
one another! And how will that entire Union 
of Alfdetion as it were render the commphb 
Happineſs of the whole heavenly Society, in 
ſome meaſure the particular Happineſs MF, eve- 
ty obe]! All choſe Stats in the Celeſtial Orb 
will (like choſe 'obferved by Aſtronemers in 
the: Milky Way) ſhine” wich one common undi- 

vided Light,” each receiving an Addition to 
is own Laſtre from rhe! brighrnefs of others. 
And of this we may obſerve tome Emblem and 
e im piraple 3 ene Me 


ie 
(tiger 25 


pr 775 "Ana 1 aue TIT 
TERM Bl ne a IF 


perf band 2 W ehr more 
becks Wills perfect Lot prbcduce In | 
Outs They will be fo far from Nase on 2 81 
Excellency and Dignity of their” FellowsSaitits 
with an envious K 29 rather" to eſtectn the 
mess of other 78, an Aecceſfön to the 
WIH. Fer every Veſſel of Divine Grace iu 
be filed With Glory, 'rhouglerheir' Capacity 
recbivinſy ib may be giffefent. Ru Wind OE 
Hol "the. CE r of this 
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Community and Choir in the j yful Celebra- 
tion of the Divine Praiſes. This 


DIO: 
g che delt 10 
I e K 1 75 doubt, tis in 


; oy 
* 0 
n 1 

* 


t chink with pleaſure of that uninterrupted 


C 2ncprd: and Peace of the heavenly Society, and 
which is the excellent —__ of convinci 


Light, and uniting Lore! 1 5 1. e N | * \ 

But, "Fr a gt 5 8 od th G gh h | bo v 
III. Anorher; part of mot. 5 Bleſſedneſs p 
of che Righteous will reſulc from che noble 4 
Employment. and, wks of Fe heavenly, So- Wt 
JE i LO lads: 4 
bat rhe Fl, 55 is in bar incimared to <7 


5 6 
128 e | af 3 36 ot ſ 


No 1 it wilt he one Þ Part os of ne 1 
e Lees to join with che whole. heaven f 


8 


be frequent- 
repreſented, to us as che Work of hol. Au- 
lg t — ho are in the prophetick Vi- 
on 2 introduced as proſtrating them · 
ER before MeL hrone of God with this patt 
 cheir. dutifu Wee adoring his glorious 
erleckions: or. appla maryellous 
q . Werks, „n A. i, a, Jill ii Late 
Edo * Leu. , 12. vii Rev. 11, 72. And glo. 
| —— e een with chem, v. Rev 
ing, vii Rev. 9, 7 75 — rom 
minch Verſe. hat wa 


they 28 10 This delighrfal Work eee ito us 


oh: way: by che Flames of:Divine-Love 
| 8 Faae every: 3 
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4 | tial: Communication of their devour Affections, 
„and a far more perſect one than can be made 
g by our Verbal Ihantſgivingt or Vocal Melody. . 
Mlethinks (faith the excellent Mr. Baxter) 
when we are ſinging or ſpeaking God's 
s © praiſe in the great Aſſemblies with joyful 
e © and fervent Souls, I have the livelieſt fore- 
. taſte of Heaven upon Earth ; and I could 
. | © almoſt wiſh that our Voices could reach 
o | © through all the World, and to Heaven it 
( ſelf. Nor is there any Exerciſe in which 
I had rather end my Life. And it it be ſo 
y | fweer- to join in the imperfect Praiſes of the 
a- Church here below, how raviſhing will it be 
t. to bear our part in the triumphant Hallelu- 
»- jahs of che heavenly Community Eſpecially, 
i- when our Praiſes there ſhall not only be mote 
n. ſuitable to the Divine Majeſty, of whom our 
tt Apprehenſions will be more clear, bur be of- 
us feted up with rhe higheſt ardours' of flaming 
us Devotion; our Souls. ab: alt” their rpg b 
ke! 8 Powers: being always perfectly tuned for that 
o heavenly Melody. Methinks: could we hear 
bot ſome Eccho of theſe Divine Songs Where. 
m wich the Celeſtial Temple 'reſounds, ir would 
dy trauſpott us, and make us long to be there, 
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us Ol rhar zu Extafy of Delight chen ſhall” 

ne wen feel, when we our ſelves all join our 
ve If! Voices: to cheirs, and have our Hearts: and 
ul || Tonguts/'cnlarged in that angelical Exerciſe 1; 
Ho juſtly maß we ſay wich the 'Pfaltniſt,\ Bleſs! 
al fe They that 1 thy Houſe (above) 


"FYOY 


They 


. 


EY OM 7 
© FE 


03. On ede Happineſs: ol Draven. 
hey will be ft rat thee, kaxxir Pſal. 

Nor müſt th e this” to be all 7 
Buſſueſs tliete. No doubt, there are various 
Works'Befides in ach the keaventy' King will 
employ” all thar, are the happy Attendants on 
his Throne above. +. Tis mentioned as one part 
of the Felicity of Heaven, That there the Ser- 
wants of God ſhall" ſerve him, xxii Rev. 3. And 
doùbtſeſs, theit Services ſhall be as much more 
bonourable and delzghtful, as their Capacity.) and 
Zeal: ko perform” in ſhall, be greater.“ We 
hall be 'there , like to Angels, and thoſe: we 
know: are miniſtring Spirits, whoſe Services 
'rhe” great God makes conſiderable. uſe of in 


deſcribes the Reward. of him that uſed. his Ta- 
lehts wel, by his being made Ruler over teu 
Cries, Li uke 17. And what our. judgis 
5 ile Warld, a Angels, 1 Cor. vi. . 30 \And, 
our 15 1 "with Chriſt 9 is 2 brong, il iir Revi . 
Y a, Pavixg i a Kingdom appuinted' ro uf, &c: Ay 
import o ; our being entruſted with Aut oft 
alli pe er, and having jointly, with holy" 32, 
gh," under or Eg: Lord, * miniſtérial In- 
Tpedion, auc Rüle in ſome. parr of this. Bay: 
niverſe, is too Bard for us now” to detern 
05 88 In. general ighly 1 s' thi 
"well 48 e Angels, 17 be MY, | 8175 in 
| = meh leficent Wor tk to our Fellow 99 
-Þ Yar ffiall be a NINE and. de ightfa "Exexct 
boch es /our+ſpirirnal/ and” badily/Power 


"th ny he, raiſed t 


2 | he MOL b 11 ſprightly, W. 
1A ; Sour 


the Government of the World. And our Lord 


—— of | Deaven, 3 503 


. Activity. But what thoſe. i in particu- 
lar, are, we muſt be content to be as yet igno- 
rant; only we need not doubt but our; very 
Work: will be part of our Mages, and our hea- 
_ Service a real Branch of Our: Eternal, Re- 
IV. We may onde * part of the fu- 
ture Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, as teſulting 
from the Beauty and Glen of the Place, where 
they ſhall enjoy it. ad e 
For, I think, it gal doubt that Heaven e. 
een ine and Place, and not meerly 
the inward: State and Condition. of the Bleſſed. 
There is ſuch a thing as the Paradiſe of. Godin 
the third Heaven, or Heaven of Heavens, 2 


Cor- xii. 2, 4. There is 4 Building not made 


with hands; in which our bleſſed Saviour is 
gone to prepare NManſions for his faithful Fol- 


\lowers,, There is a Feruſalem, above, 4 Ciey 


whoſe Builder and Mater is God, and that de- 
ſigned as che general Reſort of tlie heavenly 
Inhabitants. And if there be ſuch a raviſhing 
* in the accurate Frame of this lower 
id 5 if chis Barth, Mich is bur, ;compara- 
— das the ink, of this inferiqr 
be full f tbe Glory f. God, what, mu * £6n- 
ceive that higheſt: Heaven to be 


of h r Abode, ànd a of his glo- 
1 Empire! Nays if his harry: rr. 
and er e ght, 
> big! 5 2 KK 4 
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Ache ee of che Eternal king the Place 
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524; Qnithes Happinck:of:Deaven,/ { 
i arent (as one well expreſſts io) as the Ni 
_ Fraw ifpiece! to the higheſt Hruben what muſt 
Werrthink of that Heaven it ſelf, Wbiclr is a6 
it ere his Rayal Palace; and the very Throne 
A God of Glory Well may it bo: called 2% 
zeaven f Heavens, to repreſent its amazing 
Ampfi rude. and+Splendor, the lively Eniblem of 
his Immenſity and Glory, who dwells there, 
(#6; there peculiarly imanifeſts himſelf): And 
WhO would not long to ſee the Beauty und 
Glary of God ſhining with the -brighteſt Rays 
in that Eternal Sanctuary! Who would nor ac. 
count it che higheſt honour to be admitted in. 
to che Hreſence: Chamber, and to ſſtard before the 
Lleſſed aud only Potentate, the: King | F * Kings, 
and: Lord of Lords !, #3 Dottie 281: 
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ſures are 


iron Eis nor lifie>ſenfual Bnjoyments, WMlat ure 


onlyra pteſem Nemedy of our weak and df. 


caſed Appetites, and therefore foon clo them 


if immoderately uſed; nay, whoſe inſuſſicien- 


cy and emptineſs tempts us to ſeek facisfaction” 
in the variety and novelty of them. No, tis 

a Happineſs ariſing from the fruition of chat 
bleſſed: God, who is a boundleſs and ever flow. 
ing: Spring of all ſuitable Good, in whoſe im- 
menſe Glory there is ſtill Freſh. Entertraiiment 
to our inquiſitive and admiring Thoughts, and 
in Whoſe infinite fulneſs there is more than we 
can ant or think; There is in him what Will 
perpetually draw out our exalted Faculties to 

their moſt vigorous and delightful Exerciſe: So 


that our Felicity can no more decline than chat by 


perpetual ſource; of it can be exhauſted. And 
chat perfect and ſupreme is always a moſt t 
and ſatisfying Good. Nay, as eatthly Pfea- 

tned by the freſh ſenſe of tlie 
contrary? Evils, ſo will gloriſied Saints alw 
retain that lively remembranee of their 


rified Saints: have no. Temptation to be: Weary 
of oy ory * — from _ 
any in Sd oy, dr a 
eee oyn perſected e 
| | cer. 


1 8 | 


Miſeries and Dangers; chat will ever heighreti 
the Joys of their Eternal Salvation. In # word; 
there axe none of thoſe: allaying IngredientWin 
our heavenly Felicity, chat abatè and exkingwiſn 
the Pleaſure 28 our ſenſuive Bnjoy ments GI 
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— mow —— that 
of its bleſſed Author, fired and invariable- 


rl Nay, (009 7.7: E289 For En 'F 
5 The Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous is with 
"ont End. france Cl: 


Tis as 2 ks dimble: as tis ſolid 
and fatisfying. It ſhall be as laſting as the 
Truth of — God who has ſreely promiſed it, 
and as the Life of rhote immortal Spirits chat 
are deſigned to enjoy it. And this Security 

of its perpetual Continuance renders this Feli. 
eity the more valuable, and gives it an addi- 

tional and moſt delightful Reliſh. For with. 
outꝭ this, the Forethoughts or Fears of loſing 
ſo vaſt a Happineſs would be a confiderable al 
lay to it; and it would daſh-the heavenly Joys 
themſelves with a bitter Tincture to think, 
that how ſatisfying ſoever they are, they mul 
come to an End. How would it fully. and 
depretiate the Glory of that State, if it were 
like that of this World, only tranſitory and 
vaniſhing! Whereas, on the contrary, the Con- 
templation of the Eternity of out future Bleſ. 

ſodneſs does eonſummate and crown it. 0 

vaſtꝭ and boundleſs Eternity! How doſt hou 
ut once aſtoniſſi and delighr us! To chink, 

- this after a duration equal to Millions of Ages 

dure helicit is as far from ending as ever, and 

that ia bleſſed Immortality is yet before us. O 
ho does this enlarge and multiply the Joys 

of iche Rleſſed; and — 26 ne 

Gag toe eon. 


1114 


8 , b 2 82 2 : : - 4 
ww... b — 6 ; a Monde 3 1 1 1 LES 
— N 1 ; 3 4 3 
e $ * — y J . p q * a ; « 
E 8 Fat: ” : 2 * : 
1 * 198 4 * * 4 2 5 4 A 
; 1 WY 5 * 8 > mf "4 
? Þ © 4 ; Y . . ; 4 i 
n Fo 1 8 5 SE ne 2 2 Ns * TP 
1 * £ * : £ 
_— — n 
„ peer 


conceiyable weight to the glory, they poſſeſs 
How does it give it a new Accent to the Hal- 
lelujahs of the heavenly Inhabitants, when 
they can, in a triumph of holy Security in 
the Divine Promiſes, ſay, This Cod zs our God 
for ever and ever! How is the direct Pleaſure 
that glorified Souls feel in the fruition of him, 
as.it-were;redoubled by this ſweet and ſatisfy- 
ing Reflexion, That he will be their Portion for 


* 
75 3 $ 


ever | O bleſſed State, in which Death ſhall Ge 


ſwallowed. up in Viftory, and Mortality, be ex- 
changed for | perfe Eternal Life 1 Where we 
ſhall be ed Pillars in the Temple ef God, and 
85 et no, more, ili, Rev. 13. When being fe. 
ccived into the bleſſed Preſence of our glorified 
Lord, we ſhall be ever, with him“ x, Theſſ. iv. 
And thus I have given ſome Account of the 
future Bleſſedneſs of rhe Righteous, I am, in- 
deed, very ſenſible that this is a very obſcure 
and dark, à ſcanty and deſectine Deſeription of 
it. For I doubt not but that hen we came, ta 
the. actual Sight and Poſſeſſion of chat eran- 
ſcendent Glory, we ſhall put away, aur maſt 
elevated Conceptions of it as meat and chiliſb 
Thoughts. But yet, what has been alteady 
Ayggetted, though in ſo broken a manner, con · 
cerning it, ſhould be ſufficient to recommend 


. 4 


it to our iugheſt Eſteem, as infinicely worthy 


our moſt attentixe Thoughts, and, A rd eng 
And 


un Defires and joyful Hopes, and vi 
con ried 
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«nd Bleſſedneſs for the Righteous, 55 us chen 


R n edits upon it. | 
For, Ry a. Subject every way worthy. of our: 
intenſeft. ee moſt delightful in it ſelf, 
moſt nereſſary to us, and of admirable influ- 


enca uſe Side duly realized to our: Minds, 
| 10 


1. Tis a 5 moſt delightful in it ſelf. 
It mould be fo to every Heaven born Soul, 
aud much more to thoſe that dk on them- 


| ſelves as the hay F 


2. This is a Subject very Sey for us to 
rimoſt ſerious Thoughts upon. 


1945 


Tis not a matter of meer curious, though: 
PL Specufation that I am urging you to, 


but à matter of vaſt importance and abſolute 
N To fall ſhorr of this heavenly Feli- 


ey, is to be undone and miſcrable for eper. 
'Fo.loſe it, is to loſe, our Precious Souls and: 
their Eternal Hopes: A Loſs, that can never be 
compenſated, never. be tepaired! To ſee others 
Af dimm in the herventy. Kingdom, and our ſthves) 
thru our; will force us, ts weep and mi, and 


f pur Teeth for ever, Xiil Luke $8.;\And/ycr 


1 


e welcome nnen of your Minds. 
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G11 PA 


Mut plain} tell Tou, That Heaven will never | 
be your.joytul-Poſſefſian hereafter, if it be nor. 
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= A — you rarely or eee 
1 will never be Werl valued, and eaten e 


b and diligently fought, and chen T Melt 
hh ou, it Will never be attained, How ban | 
and how. amiable ſoever its Tranſocadent Glo- 
fe ries are, chey will not powerfully arte act. your 
Jil Tg. they be not often in your Eye: 
J chas gif ic be neceſſary. to attain; that” ern 
le lef 3 tis 26 e 92 engage Gur 
Souls in tlie 7255 and Wy uent W 
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Imptęſſion, cally 05g out 1 the conting 
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Minds, 1 ever. we would have our Hons 
af into the Mould of ix, and become tru 3 
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think of it, is a dangerous f gn | fat; we th 54 
no In eſt in it. 1755 2 e pee 
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and: uſe, when duly realized to our Minds. <q 
; Heayen, i is the great -Obji a ol; thoſe Be 
Religious e Tis chis incor ih, 5 
Prize, in our Eye that makes us enter CS 
riſtian .Courle: and Race; tis che p ; 
o this) Eternal Crawn. that powerfull 2 155 wy 
us into the ſpiritual. e "I 
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the Gloties of rhe unſeen World, that 
us ſo noble and cafy a 5 1.5 all the 
Temptations of this ſenſible World; is As 
believing Views of this'heavtnly Oldbay "ths 
ſupports us under all the'Harthips and Mife 
ries that attend us in our Pilgrimage” 


og 
this Howl Wilder, 12; dis che fight of this 
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of our furure Perfection and Bleſſedneſs. To 
think much of Heaven is the beſt means to 
bring much of it down into our own Hearts 
here, in order to the preparing us for a joy- 
ful Aſcent unto e and angie Paſicilion, of 
it. VVV py 4 
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And theſs | hall go Ady i into e Everlaſting 
Puniſhment, but the bee into 
Ti; Eternal, , pſy 


HAV E Iergg Lo \ aki 
Words not only © ſhewn; Who 
* thoſe are of whoſe happy Doom 
the Text relates the Execution; 
dut I have alſo largely conſi- 
deted that State of future Bleſ- 
= /edneſs to which the Righteous are achfudged, 
and Which is here called Erernal Life: T have 
treated both of the Negative and Pofrrive part 
of it. The former includes an entire Exemp · 
tion from all Evil, Whether of Si or Miſery, 
Mora! or Natural. The latter (as I ſhewed) 
ariſes, partly from the entire Perfelttion of our 
Nature (both of our Soils and Bodjes ) and 
from the higheſt Exerciſe of our perfected 
Powers” on their moſt noble and agreeable O05. 
E 1” "os; 


eee eee 
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jeds, partly from the en — — 
partly from. the Employment and Work. of the 
eaveuly Stare, partly from rhe g/gry'-of the 
Place it Nel and partly from the endies Dura- 
tie pho pl this Felicity. 
F eben came to the ane. of this im- 
porcane BOON . 
I. Ik chere be: en A See of —__ Bleſſed- 
. neſs deſigned for the Righteous, let us chen 
oſten meditate upon it. 
Tis a Subject moſt delightful: in) "Y felt 
ris very. neceſſary for. us co fix our intenſeſt 
houghts upon ; and tis a Subject of admita- 
ble influence and uſe when duly” Fealized to 
our Minds. | 1 
II., As we ſhould: often d upon 
future Bleſſedneſs of the, Rightepuß, 10 we 
ſhould carefully enquire into gun Tilla hit. 
. For, ik bk e of uncoffeeivable 
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e to A hol y Will . of 
God. Thoſe that have made it their daily and 
moſt ſerious Exereiſe to tee 4 Conſtiente void 
of Offence, lou towards him and towards Mew. 
Not meerly thoſe chat have refrained all groſs 
Acts of Profaneneſs and Impiety, Injuſtice and 
Fraud, Oppreſſion and —_ Uncleanneſs 
oſe 


and Intomperance, Sc. bur thoſe tliat have 
made the poſitive part of Univerſal Holineſs, 
of Piety and Devotion, of Juſtice and Ohurity, 
of Sobrlety and Heavenlineſs,"' their'' ſerious: 
Study and continued Practice! In 4 word, 
Thoſe that have this Charucter of their being 
rigbteous, That they have'walked"in all the Com- 
mandmtnts and ee = the Lord'blameleſs, 
i Lanes. Ati 02 ei dot, 
As part icularly, OP Context intimates to us, 
that tis not ſufficient ro — us Righte- 
au in the Judgment of out bleſſed Saviour, 

that we have not groſſy injured and wronged 
others, that we did not oppreſs and even grind 
the faces of the Poor, unleſs we have accονν. 
ing to dur Abilities extended nebetefeint 
Charity to them. Thoſe only are rig het 


lis acconnt; he have been merciful as woll as 


33 — their Power, have fed 
aud vlaatbed the naked; bord vi eu 
the — HY -inpriſoned,” and treated the indi- 

| Sn reed Diſciples of Chtiſt wich the like 
ection und Piry, and the like real 

ſabſtantial Fruits of their unfeigned Love, as 
alb ate teady to — E would _ won 
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to our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, had they ſeen 
, him in the like Neceſſity and Miſery.' And 
this the rather deſerves our particular Remark, 
; becauſe our Lord fixes here upon it as one 
J eminently diſtinguiſbing Character of thoſe righ- 
; teous Ones whom he will adjudge to Eternal 
Y Life. The whole of our moral Duty is ſum- 
5 marily included in our Love to God and Man. 
: Our] Love to Man does never more eivdent- 
5 ly appear than in theſe ſolid Effects, theſe 
5 coſtly and. ſelf-denyipg_ Fruits of it. And 
> where our unfeigned Loye is extended to our 
3 Fellom- Creatures on God s account, (as they 
ki bear his natural or moral Image) tis the moſt 
convincing Proof of our ſuperlative Affection 
to the bleſſed God himſelf. And therefore this 
particular Branch and Inſtance. of true Righte- 
ouſneſs or Holineſs muſt by ne means be over- 
looked b. us. For thoſe are ex preſly ranked 
among the Mirted by our Lord, nor meerly 
who:cruſhed and injured the Poor, but:who:re- 
fuſed when able, to feed and chat them, to 
vit xhem and miniſtereto their Neteſſrier : 
But to this more general Character of the 
Heirs: of Eternal Life, viz. their being Righ- 
reont, I.ſhall ſubjoin two particular ones fr 
quently mentioned in Seriptute, and drawn 
from the Nature of that future Rl ſeulueſs 
Mhich we ſhopld enquire abaun:our 72t1e ta. 
Let uscthen farther enqui rm hd 
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Jene thi we ate Helrt of Erernal Life, when 


_ ptactically preferred before Heaven. If the 


. Has the grand Intereſt! of Eternal Life 
the preference above the Intereſts of this, 
whenever they come to ſtand in competition? 
Do we ſeek: firſt the Kingdom of God and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof 2 vi Matth. 33. Not only 
early and in the r/# place, but with the main 
vigour and warmth of our Affectious and En- 
deavorrs. * Is Heaven the Treaſure we reſolve 
ro purchaſe at any rate? Are we willing to 


Fell all for that (ineſtimable) Pearl of Price ? 


xiii Matth. 45, 46. Can we freely part with 
our preſent Poſſeſſons, when we muſt either 
forego them, or the Hope of our heavenly In- 
heritance o Is Eternal Life the one Thing need- 


Jul, which we reſolve to ſecure, whatever elſe 
be neglected or diſregarded > x Late 42. Is 


this the Better Part, which we make our prin- 
'eipal choice, and our higheſt care to aſcer- 
tain? When, in the choice of our Calling, our 
place of Abode, our Condition and Srare in 
che World, the Intereſt of this and of a bet- 


der Life'are fo far Competitors, thar' we cage 


take the moſt effectual means to ſecure the one 


without hazatding or prejudicing the other; 
does the mbre momentous concern of dur Souls 


and our Erernal Welfare always turn the Scale, 
and determine our choice? This is à ſolid Evi. 


we thus value and ſeek it above every Th 
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Gd a Buſineſs on the by, which, we put off 
with a few ſlight Thoughts and lazy Wiſhes, 


and ſuperficial Endeavoufs. If, with the young 
Man, xix Matth. 22. we had rather quit our 


Hopes of a Treaſure in Heaven than abandon 


our great Poſſeſions on Earth; If a regard to 
our prefent ſecular Intereſt chiefly. ſway us, 
even Where we cannot conſult ic without ap- 


parent danger and detriment to our Souls; If 


we are far more eager and intent upon laying 


up corruptible Treaſures here below than incor- 
ruptible ones above; If we more violently ſeek 


to graſp at temporal Riches than to lay hold 
on. Eter nal Life 5 tis a dangerous ſign that we 


are not the Hezrs of that future Bleſſedueſi that 
is reſerved for the Righteous. For che infinire- 
Jy wife God will never ſo proſtitute the hes: 


venly Glory as to. aſſign it ro thoſe that 


wretchedly undervalue it, by poſtponing it to 
of Mammon ſhall never be the Heirs of the 


Celeſtial Paradiſe; nor ſhall the tranſcendęnt 


Glories of the Nane come be their Portion 


that ſuffer the deſpicable Vanities of this Earth 


- 4.4 3 VB 


ro Out-xival them. And, alas! to how. many 


A ke = 


profeſſed Candidates of, Ereryal. Life will this 
Chakacter difcover the Vanity of their Preten- 
ions, if chey win impartially examine them 
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520; Quche Happineſs of. rauen. 
2. Do we, Sarneſtly breath after: the: Poſſef. 

5 fion of Eternal Life... WES) 0 Ge be] Barat 
Moes (our. Faith and Hope powerfully attract 
our Deſires towards thoſe unſeen but glorious 
Objects Which they have embtaced? Do ve 


2 


"wait: fe or;the bleſſed | Hope ? Do we love and Jong: 
Fer the glarious appearance of our God and Savi- 
our 2. ii Tig. 14. Do we, as having the firſt- 
waiting. for the Adoption, even the Redemption 
of our Bodies 2 viii Rom. 23. Do we groan un- 
der the Weight of this mortal Body, and much 
more under that heavier Load, a Body of 
Sin, and ardently with. for the Perfection and 
Glory of a bleſſed Immortality? Does the pro- 
ſpect chereof raiſe us above the inordinate 
love of Life, or fear of Death? Are we (when. 
ever God pleaſes) heartily willing to ze abſent 
from) the Body, and preſent with the Lors? Do 
ue account it in it ſelf far better, and more 
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2 When, he gives che joyful. intimation of 


his final appearance, Bebold I come quickly, do 
"our Hearts eccho back with affectionate Zeal 
and Ferygr, Amen even ſe come, Tord Feſus 2 
Satiek⸗ N ion and Joy J of actually eoming 0 the 5 
' Mount Sion above, to the innumerable company-of 
Angels 
0 the-4 
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eligible, 70 be with Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 8, 9. ĩ Phil. 
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Omehe Mappineſs of Deavor,” 92 
that our Treaſure is really laid up in Heaven, 
when our Hearts are thus fixed thetee. 
But on the contrary, if our pretended Hopes 
ſires thither; If we no otherwiſe deſire it than 
meerly as a Refuge and Retreat from Hell, 
when we are forced to leave this Earth; but if 
enjoy an Immortality in the fruition: of tearth-' 
ly Comforts than of ſpiritual and (heavenly 
Joys; If we think of going from this vain 
World to the Poſſeſſion of that heavenly Feli- 
city, rather with prevalent Averſion and Re- 

luctancy than with Pleaſure and Delighit'; IF 

we can reliſh no ſatisfying Joy in the frequent J 
Thoughts, and realizing Proſpect of chat 
bleſſed State; If the Contemplation of it is 
wholly unaffecting becauſe tis an unwelcome 
Subject to our Minds, this is a dangerous ſign 
cbat we are not the Heir of Eternil Life,” 

pire to it; That we have no Treaſurt ih Kea 
yen, ſince our Hearts are io little converſant” 


According to ſuch ſcriptural Charter 48 
ir Title to Eternal” 


theſe,: we may judge of our 7. | 
Life. And, O what need have we to'ufe'the* 


utmoſt care that our #7opes of it be not buile 
upon a ſandy Foundation, but upon folid'Evi-" 
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I dence, ſeſt they ſhould "expoſe us to\the' te. 
medileſs Miſeties as well as Shame of à fliſ-. 
appointment at laſt. For it will be dread ul, 
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722 On whe! Tapes of i Heaven, 
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indeed, to find the Door of Heaven for ever 
ſhut upon uf, when we come with à vain Con- 
fidence' ro Knock and cry, Lord open te as. It 
will be diſmal to find our ſelves thruſt but in- 
to outer Darkneſs, when we preſumptuouſly 
Go an Entrance into the Kingdom of 

en accordin! g to che Bell of chis En- 

iry, I ſhall, 

III. Addreſs my ſelf both to thoſe chat are 
| be entitled to Eteryal Life, and to thoſe that 
are. 
Fint, I would addreſs my elf to thiſe that 
are not entitled to Eternal Life. _ 
And to ſuch I would offer ſomething by 
Way of Reproof, and ſomething by way of Er 
Bor tas ion and Advice. 

I. By way of Reproof.” I would beſcech. fuck 
ſeriouſly ro conſider, 
Is there fuch a Thing as Eternal. "FI: a1 
tainable, how inexcuſable then is thy Guilt, 
thut thou haſt done nothing as yet to ſecure 
thy Title to it? How amazing Stupidity, is it, 
that the free Offers thereof ſhould be ſo long 
and ſo wretchedly deſpiſed! What canſt thou 
alledge for thy ſelf,” Tp thou haſt, ſo long 
piglets all ſerious Endeavours to attain ir? 

Is it becauſe thou doſt 02 believe Wie. reality 
ad tertainty of it? 

"And: whar' ground. canſt thou hape for thy 
- pnaccountable Tafidelity? Should not the Hopes 
KF refined Pagans (of Socrates ** Plata, of, Ci- 


cero 


„eee 


cero "Aida Cave == whey I ſo warmly 


pleaded for, and ſo earneſtly aſpired to à blei- 


ed Immortality, reproach and ſhame thy 


wretched Unbelief 2 Shall :zhey profeſs their 


Hopes of a State of future Reward and Bliſs 
for the Vertuous and Good, though only 
founded upon uncertain Conjectures; and wilſt 
thou herd thy ſelf with the Beaſts: that periſh, 
by confining thy Hopes to this dying momen- 
tany Life? Doſt thou think ſo excellent a 
thing as the Soul of Man, made by its wiſe 


Creator for no other end, than to animate a 
clod of organized Duſt for a few Days or 


Vears, and then to ſink into Eternal Darkneſs 
and Silence? Nay, how much mote inexcuſa- 
ble is thy Unbelief, to whom the Goſpel has 
brought Life and Immortality to Light 2 TO 


whom the Son of God has been ſent from Hea- 
ven, to reveal the Glory and Bleſſedneſs re- 


ſerved for the Righteous there? And what 
more credible Meffenger could have been ſent? 


What fuller Credentials could he have brought? 
What more farigfying Evidence could thou ex- 


pet + How juſtiy will choſe ſink into the hor- 
rors of Eternal Death, who, aſter ſuch Aſſu- 
rande, will not credit the Promiſe of Eternal 
Life (A Promiſt ſo worthy of God to make, 
and ſo fit for the Faith of Man to embrace!) 


For the Infidelity of ſuch as enjoy the Light 
of Divine Revelation is wilful 
and therefore will but aggrav, their 6 


and affected, 


and hegen their Condemnation . 
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4 Or is it becauſe hon didſt never Jet frm 
confider the Offers of Eternal I 
And is not thy wilful e — yet fu 
more inexcuſable? Is the Promiſe and Offer 
of Eternal Life unworthy. of thy ſerious 
Thoughts? Nay, has the ſovereign Majeſty of 
Heaven thought it a ſufficiently important Er. 
tand of ſending his own Son, that he might 
ſo; dearly p chaſe it, ſo fully reueal, and ſo 
freely tender it to thee; and doſt thou think 
the Diſcovery. and Tender of it below thy No- 
tice and Conſidetation 2 Has he in his inſinite 
Mercy propoſed ſo tranſcendent; a Glory and 
Felicity to thy View and Hope, and ſet it in 
ſo bright a Light that it might powerfully at- 


ctact thy Heart; and wilſt thou wilfully cloſe 


Thine Eyes upon it? Has he preſented fo in- 
valuable a Pearl of Price to thy acceprance, 
and (if I may ſo ſpeak) made it ſo cheap a 
— wg and Purchaſe ; and wilſt thou not fo 
. as enguite into the value of it, Whether 
A | be. worth thy pains to acquire and gain it 
2 monſtrous Stupidity and Ingratitude! Q:un- 
conceivable Perverſeneſs and Folly! How juſt. 
IV win theſe be excluded from Eternal Life, 
vho, thus pat it amay from them, by baniſhing 
ib gut of their very haughte and Conſide 
ratten? TTC 
Forks is it becanſe, pon deliberate Thoughts, thay 
reckoneſt that Eternal Life is nov worth\ thy pains 
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the Happineſs of Peaven. 525 
A —— that a reaſonable Soul 
900 (Geſig ned and framed for Immortality) ſhould 
de ſo Splind in reference to its own moſt Preti- 
far ous and valuable Intereſts! Doſt thou, indeed, 

fer MW rhink everlaſting Bleſſedneſs ſo-contemprible' 4 
dus thing? Are rhe unfading Glories of the hea-- 
of venly State ſuch deſpicable Trifles in thine 
Er. ¶ Eye ? What wilſt thou think worthy of th 
ght utmoſt Endeavours and Care, if this be nor? 

o Haſt thou any Concerns to mind and proſe- 
ink cute, that ate of higher, nay, any that are of 
Jo. equal importance and moment as this? "Cult 
nite i chou pretend that the providing for a periſhing 
and Life is an Affair of as great conſequence” and 
in weighr; as the ſecuring of Life Eternal s Whar!? J 
at · is a 3 clod of Earth of equal worth with 
loſe an Heaven-born and Immortal Mind's Is there 
in. ¶ any proportion between a few moments of Ne 
ace, ¶ and a boundleſ: Eternity? Is there any cο⁹m⸗! 


% pariſon between remporal Paſſeffons; of 8 


o Death will ſoon diſſeiſe thee, and an incorrup. 


ther ile Faber itance, of which thou canſt never |. 


it: be diſpoſſeſſed : O bluſh, tha ever things ſo 
un. infinitely. diſtant in their worth and value, 
juſt-W ſhould ever come into competition! Nag: 
ife, bluſm much more; that What is infinitely more 
ing valuable, ſhouid be ſlighted and poſtponed; 
e- and what ist compar 

worthleſs, ſhould be preferred! Amazing Fol. 
ly, that a reaſonable Soul ſhould ſo unhacedunt- 


G 2 is this, but co pre 


WPI A 


atively hut JefpicadIes aud 


ably undervalue it ſelf, and its own Eterhat” 


— 2 — D — La 
NS, rr 
OT TAL. I IT * 


F TT 


- DIES” "=== _— CASE — — BS - 
e. _ , 
er . ho whe te Late Ste! 1 


. 

S 2 ·ꝛ a Ro ag coo > 
HIT It FOES c EE e = hn bro RR og 2 nd Or 
. . . 4 oP” Er JEDI "2 5 


ot 1 Dr e 
— 5 A — 
— „ 


profane Eſau, to ſell our Celeſtial Birthright fer 


diſpatched thou wilſt take care of thiszut ano; 


greater moment and value than any — — al 
=» anything. elſe have the preference, that r 
cee, That che Aingdon of. God: ſhould! be 


_ thegefore tobe thy firſt Enquiry, har! ſtull I 


526. n Happi nels r7 | 


tht ne n Jewel, . deten amazuan 
ineſtimable Peurl for painted Glaſs, nay, with 


a morſel of Meat, xii Heb. 16. A Folly that 
no Words can eren, expteſs, no Thoughts 
can fully reach, and no Tears can e la- 


EE AT 


meat and daplore. eee of 
Or is it Lecauſe ale Swen Hands TIA or. gra 

hen bereafter to think of ſecuring Eternal Life, ſh tra 
tbat thou now. neglecteſt it ? Thou haſt at pre- ed 
ſent other things to mind, and when thoſe are der 


And what (Man) is this, but to expreſs 
cha moſt vile Con CMDL of Eternal Life,: as if 
it -did/7not; deſetve chy moſt: early. as. well: a8 
thy moſt carnaſt care! If it be of infinitel 


why ſhould it not be Hr ſecured : Why ſhoul 


reaſonably pretend to it? Nay, I muſt tell 


ſought: firſt by all chat would take che moſt ſure 
and effectual courſe to attain it, vi Mate. 33. 
All muſt be ſeld for the Peurlief Price, Any 
her” Affair may / be more ſafely; deferred than 
is. For an thing, thou knoweſt, tis but a 
fe Waeks ot Days remain in which Eternal 
Life is co be loft» ot g ainecl forever. Ic: caught: 


daun inherit itid While thou Aelayſt and Ham- Soc 
rell che midnight ux may be raiſed, tie Brides ¶ thi 
. 1 the. _—_— Heamen de ft M mi 

"S112 __ 


—— e = — 1 Joſt thou ode 


how ſoon as to Thee, the accepted Timo, and 
the Day f Grate: aud. Salvation: mag be Adab, 


Wat and none la 
O ſament then over thy woful Folly y. . 


Ws ſo long, ſo ſtupidly trifled with the Offers 


of Eternal Life. Nay, bluſh at thy own In- 


gratitude, that haſt fo long diſregarded and 


trampled on the infinite Love of God manifeſt- 
ed in the glorious Propoſals of ſo 1 


dent a Felicity. Tremble to think that; for 
contemptible Vanities, thou haſt, already tun 


ſo. great a hazard, of loſing it for eve... 
And: e —.— Gonyiehions of FOUL | 


N 


8 1 4 115 wooden fr y rs +; Ft 1; ? wth 1 


. Rig bteous. * OP | 9405 . : 


it, and ſeriouſſy. ponder, whether. any thing) 
can ſtand in reaſonable compexition with it. 
And4if thy Conſcience tell thee, That nothing? 
can, O come to a fixed determination with chy 
ſelf achat thou wilſt by. patient cant inuancs in 


well-doing, ſeet for Honour, Glory and oJmmor-1 


taligꝝy g 0 the Attaiament of- Eternal Liſe 


＋ſhall be th y priacipal.Stu pie Aim, che great 
Scope 


Buſineſs; of thy Life. Fix upon 
this as chy one thing abſolutely neceſſary; that? 
muſt be minded ever, elſe be forgotten. 
WI [1 | N Nene 
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; ture Bleſſedveſs.” # ae "AT 5 £ 35G WF: Om . nt * 
; For right'Notions of it ate highly requifite 

to direct us in our Endeavours 
ſider it as a Stute of} 


nion il. him, and finleſs-Obea bet and SEP 
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Reſolve. to ſeek ft the Xingdam wf Goth FN 
to tate it with a; holy violence, Vi Math. 

xi Marth 12. Let all other Aces de N 
poned to chis, and Purſued only in iu 

ency to ĩt. 1 1 4 33g * oe Beat) 
And that I may abt and guide your-Endea- 
vours, I ſhall add theſe. three, pd: 


. Seriouſſy p 


. 


See th Bim, 


10 him ; from f 
felled Spares, Wo hom we Pall be united in 
the firmeſt Bonds of endeared Love, and Wirh 
whom we ſhall join in the Eternal Celebration 
of che Divine Praiſes. - Let fuck æ State of*fod 
ture Bleſſedneſs as this be the Object of your 
Hopes, your Deſires, and your Vigerbns Pro- 
ſecution:+ Tis the Chriftian' Haves, and Noe n 
Senſual Mahometan' Paradiſe that you muſt af 
neee Fs I +; 4 5 5 0 * Al e 
mn Ge e Nane, as" ay” co 
turulite and frame th cel ber that bleſed 
Kae FF 
as 5 (2p; Bil e e e Beg bt 
iy 6 


timate Conver. 2 with dur 70 


XZ 
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cee e Debt, $59 
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alf thon wouldſt in hoi Breypal "oe, 
inciple and Seed of ſpiritual Lf, fe; muſt 
cehewing Grade, be vid plagtel in th we res 


. Althoſe holy ' Child-like Affections Wa | 
God maſt be formed anew in thy Heart that 


may incline it to him, and render it eapable of 
reliſning the Joys of Communion with him. 
His Image mult be re- impreſſed on thy Na- 
ture thou muſt become lite i hin holy, 
juſt, merciful, true, good and gracious" as he 
is; chat a 2 ſimilicude of Nature and Temper 

may lay the Foundation of mutual Amity and 
deſightful Inteteourſe: Thy Heart "miſt be 


thy Temper and Diſpoſition: muſt beat ſome 
Conformity to theirs with whom thou hopeſt 


joyſully to converſe for ever. Thoſe Exerciſes 
* Religion and Piery muſt be thy moſſ pla- 
ſing; Employment in the Church hefe below 
chat may id thee for the nobler Services of the 
heavenly Temple above. And thou muſt ſeeks 
for this bleſſed) Immortality 5 
naahce: in melleduing. Thou muſt colo bre on af . 


putienmt cbntf 


courſe: of univetſal ſelf· denying iperſe 
Holifie@: voy 2065 e e ee eee ee inner; 


O then Amplore Divine Grace to make this 
and Change: in chy Nature. Pace up 
wich<norhing>thore- of it. "Dream: not of en. 


triũg into the: Kingdom of God without being 
thus Jorn from above. Hope not for the Gl 
ties of The heaven y State without che Founda- 
1 „ Mm 5 tion 


filled with ardent Love to chy bleſſed Redee- 
met; and to the whole heavenly: Society 5 and 
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tion thereof being laid in an heavenly: Tempe 


J ⅛ ! een bawoils: 20 
3. Renqunce every thing inconſiſtent with the 
des of attaiving Eternal LiſdmGmwe. 
EKeſolutely abjure all ſenſual Luſts. No 
ſuch Impurities can enter into the New FJeru- 
alem. The Swine of Epicurus's: Herd were 
never intended to be the Inhabitants of the 
heavenly. Paradiſe. There's no place in thoſe 
. holy and undeſiled Regions for ſuch as wallow | 
in the common Pollutions of this degenerate 
| Earth. Aclulterers and Fornicators, Druukards 
and \Revelers, and. all other Slaves of their 
brutiſh; Appetites and Paſſions, are by peremp- 
eee eee 
dom , of Cod. All cheſ impure and inordinate 
 AﬀeRions muſt be abandoned and crucify d, if 
e would become the ſucceſsſul Candidates of 
8 bleſſed Immortality. f 'Tis,t he 5 morti ed La- 
Faram not the voluptuous Senſualiſts that ſhall 
he received into Abrabam g Boſom, vi Lutte, from 
I 2 nineteenth Verſe to the end mo 
I Nauoumce the: inot dinate Love af this World. 
Hu Suffer not this Earth to be a powerful Rival 
wich; Heaven. Let not your Affections be di- the 
, TWided between two. ſo different Intereſts which WM ha 
neger gan be; co-ordixrate; but the one muſt al- the 
Mays ſtoop t the; other. O:thenaler, not. chis W gs 
_ _  Werld have che preference in chy Eſteem and Re 
Laye, in thy Choice and Delight, in chy Car 
and Putſuit. Let) not chis periſning Life be 2 
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Oi Happineſs: of Heaven, 537 
xd above Life Eternal; nay; let ir not 

be allowed to ſtand in the leaſt competition 
wich ic. Mortify all thoſe ſordid earthly Af- 


4. 


fections that would obſtruct thee in the Pro- 


ſecution of ſo much more noble and glorious 
a Prize; and let all the lower Intereſts of this 
World appear deſpicable in thine Eye, when 
compared* with the ſuperior Inte ereſt "or: 4 blel⸗ 
ſed Immortality. i 

And to Enka this Bxlvitalthia and od 


wier 1 ſhall only ſuggeſt the I's > following 
Motives. 


*:41-Confider; Ther Blerwel Lig in infinitely 


worth all thy Induſtry and Care to attait it. 5 


Tis an invaluable Pritt Tis a Peart of in- 
eftimable' Price, the Cain whereof would infi- 
nitely counter vai! the 'Lofs of the whole World. 
None ever repented of their cartieſtneſs a a 
igour in the Proſecution' of it, or thought 
it! 
ſoever' they” attained it. Martyrs 


ave” not 


_ the greateſt ' Serbe comparable 


to this Eternal Glory. The proſpect of the 
Cob has reconciled tbem to the Crofs;” and 
the flrengrh of their Divine Faith and Hope 
has made them triumph even in the'midf of 
the Flames. How much more ſhould'the Fot 
phe and Expectation of the ſame" Heavenl 
Reward reconcile us to all the Fardſhips 
Difficulties, to all the Labour and . 
1 e heaventy Converfat 


M m a | us 
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us be as fedfaſt, and unmoveable, and abundant 


in the work. of the Lord as poſſible, yet we ſhall 
find in che iſſue, That our Labour in him was far 
from being in vain, 1 Cor. xv. lt. 


2. The Loſs: of it will appear intolerable, 
5 we miſs of it through our ſtupid Neg- 


193 X 4 
2 4&4. 4 
> 


Little do careleſs and unthinking Souls now 


conſider how they themſelves will reſent that. 
dreadful Loſs, when once they are awakned 


to diſcern their own Worth and true Intereſt, 


and come to. ſee their Loſs to be at once un- 
ſpeakably great and irreparable too. Eſpecial- 
ly, when they reflect upon the deſpicable Va- 
nities for Which they have bartered away the 
Hopes of it. O with what Anguiſh and Rage 
of an accuſing Conſcience will negligent and 


| Vorldly Sinners behold. the Righteous- entring 


into that Eternal Life, of which they had once 
the ſame Capacity and Offer, but wretehedly 


ſlighted it!. To fee others admitted into the 


heavenly: Nuptials, when the Door of Hope 
and Mercy is for ever ſhut upon themſelyes! 


N 1 S Ks, . . 8 a | 
10 ſee others fit down with Abrabam and 


— 
2 


Tſaue, aud Facob, in the f ingdom of God, while 


themſelves are thruſt; ont { How will this fill 
thee; with weeping and wailing, and gef. 
ing of Teeth for ever!] Sce xiii Luke 28. How 


bitter and cutting will the Reflexion be; all 


rhis; amazing Glory and Happineſs. I might 
once haye attained, but for deſpicable. Trifle - 
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T have loſt it for ever. And now, inſtead of 


being admitted a Member of that triumphant. 


Society above, I am doomed. to the Converſe 


ceived" into thoſe Manſions of Light and Bliſs, 
I muſt take up my forlorn Abode in the hor- 
rors of Eternal Darkneſs. And who can bear 
ſuch wounding Reproaches from his own Con- 
ſcience, when it thus repreſents to him the 
diſmal but remedileſs Fruits of his paſt wilful 
and inexcuſable Folly. And as ever we would 
not have this to be our own caſe, let us re- 


ſolye immediately to comply with the preſent 


Exhortation and Advice. For to ſome of us, 


tis not improbable but this may be the very 
laſt Offer of Eternal Life, which, if we reject, 


a tightedus Ged will take us at our ungrate- 
ful Refuſal. The Gate of Eternal Life will 
not always ſtand open to thoſe that delay to 
enter into it. We ſee, Multitudes before our 
Eyes, by a ſudden and ſurpriſing Stroke, tran- 


_ ſlated from Time to Eternity, ſo that this tran- 
ſitory Life is ended and gone before they have 


ſo much as entertained any ſerious Thoughts 
of preparing for a better. And, O how ter- 
rible to ſuch, muſt the Thoughts of dying be, 


who have no well. grounded Hopes of a. bleſ- 


ſed Immortality! How diſmal, to enter upon 
an Eternal Duration, for the Happineſs where- 
of we have made no Proviſion! What would 


We not then give or do, to be aſſured of Hea- | 
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meditate often on this future. 
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II. I hence urged all of you ro an impartial 

and e about your ow Title W 
5 And accord ng tothe Reſule of thar Enqui- 
N eee, 
III. To addreſs my elf boch to thoſe that; 
8 according to the Tenor of the Promiſes of che 
25 e ate not entitled to it, and to thoſe 
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a. On: he e 


FHinſt, I addreſſed my ſelf to choſe that are 


5 ntitled to it, a A hd Wehe, Ten roof 
.the Divide romiles... ©... N 
xe, o the Contderation of ah uch 1 offered 


2 enforced with "Cirable. Mot tives 5 


- Secondly, To addreſs. my ſelf to Seeks a0 
cording to the Tenor of the Promiſes of dhe 


5 Golpsl,-p entitled to Eternal Life. La I 
And to ſuch I would propoſe the following 


culars. y Way of. ſerious Advic qt 1, 
f , a juſt Eſteem and eneration 


for that glorious Goſpel that has brought ſo 


clear a Niſcovery, and given you ſo ſatisfying 


_ Aſlurance.of this Eternal Life which th Righ- 
reous ſhall be adjudged to 


And, T rhe 9 uli on 95 becauſe of 


the 
in the preſent Age. Mong 


f and p re. 


7 B 
| te dens Wis, that: falſly aſſume. F e 7 


5 ſeles thi 


Title of Free. T. binkers, have openly 


preferred 


the Liuing Oracles of God's; and though they do 


not avowedly, deny all future Rewards and Pu. 
niſbments, yet would leave: us under the ſame 
Uncertainty about them, that the Bight of 


Nature, (unaſſiſted by ſopernatural Revelation) 
eine 36316-4019 [5031-03 ain 
"Tha 
grce of Stupidity, that knows he muſt die, 


"and ks is e unconcetrned and nene 


W „„ har 


AY x: 


erous Progreſs that lifidebity:has Ss | 


their pretended: Oraclat of Rrdſon to 


muſt be ſunk into che loweſt de- 


e what will betome of him ät deaths f; e. We- 
f | ther:Dearh id an utter Extinction of "Life" Or, 
ere is a Life to come, and a State bf future 
d Rewards and Puriſhments,' according to bu, pre- 
f [ent Bebauiour in (this 3 Tis reaſonable to ex- 
90 pect, that the Conduct of Mens Lives will be 
very different, aecordingly as they act under 
the influence of the one ot the orher of theſe 
c Principles. If they regard Death as the utter 
LErtinctiou of Life, having no other Life to ex- 


g pect, no future Remard to hope for, nor Puniſh 
nen to fear; we may eaſily conclude, rhey 
n will draw that profane Inference from thence, ; 
Which the Apoſtle Paul mentions, Let ut EA 
fur to morrom we die, 1 Cor xv. 15 
expect to die as they do. But if they are per- 


and Drint, 


Thoſe will ive lite the Beaſts that periſp, 


State of future Rewards and Pimiſbments, they 
eannot act ſuitably to that Perſuaſion, without 
ſuch a Conduct as may give them ſome teaſon- 
able Proſpect of ſecuring the 1 and ef 8 
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5 ſuaded, that there i 4 Life to come, and a 
1 


caping the Latte. 
Nom, if we conſolt 406 


miſerably bewildred about the Reſolution o « 
— important Queſti x avbYc-men- 
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_ eder dhe Jost periibed id Body, 
alike 8, Candle f. 
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ho dads W 
Light of Nature for their Guide, we ſind tlie a 8 „ 


0 Many of their celebrated Philoſophers His h 
elbe gag arded Death as the utter Rat inction f 


out in the ſans 5 
condition : 
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condition as before it was lighted; und that chere 
Was rg eee Gers pee ro bes then 
| e une 
But others of wn thaw! were more Few Bak 
rate, thought the Soul of Man ſurvived the 
Body, and uſed! the beſt Arguments they could 
for: aſſerting the Souls Immortality, and a 
State of fs Reward for the e eee and of 
Puniſhment for che irrt 
But tis very obſervable, W choſe we 
pleaded for the Immortality of human Souls, 
aſten the beſt Reaſonings they could uſe, free: 
y confeſs cheir own Uncertainty about it, and 
founded cheir Judgment rather on: probable 
Qonjectutes, than upon full and convincing 
Evidence. As may appear from the dying 
Words of ſuch celebrated: Men as Socrates,” of 
| Cato; recorded by Cicero, not to mention the 
doubtfulneſs which: Cicero Himſelf erpreſſes, 
when he treats on that important 8 
that a Life toi come, and a State of futute Re- 
wurd for the Vertu, Was at elt rather a a 
matter of their conjectural and uncertain H 0 
thamof their ſirm and fortled Perſuaſion © + 
: zu And even- hoſe of them that entettained 
 fom ting 1 8 a future | 
Nena for the Vertudusj hach very different, IN ce, 
and but dark fee about the Mur 
" of ir. en Ati; e 10 Ns Cir 
"In? any of the e ſpouſec his Me 
Opinion of che Trunfugratiu uf vertuous the 
Souls, viches inte other human Bodies, SIR fur) 
a¹⁰⁰ 292 . the, 
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the Bodies of other; Animals, - eſpecially: fuch 
as they accounted harmleſs and uſeſul Ones. 
An Opinion which to this day obtains much 
among the Banuzans in the Eaſt- Indies, handed 155 
down. from the ancient Brachmans. . - | 
Others of them placed vertuous W in 
what they called, The Ehfan Fields, but re- 
preſent their Happineſs there in Language 
more proper to deſcribe the imaginary: Paradiſe 
of che Impoſtor Mahomer, than the true Feli- 
city of the Saints in Ligbt. As for ſuch an 


„ à8 conſiſted in the cleareſt Viſion . 


* rhe, Divine Glory, and fulleſt Transforma- 


tion into the Divine 17 they ſeemed o ? 


have little or no Notion. of ir. Nor could 
they well be "fo poſed to entertain ſuch an e, 
alted Nation of it, . While their Minds were ſo 
deeply tinctured With the Belief of a 1 
city. of falſe and fictitious Gods, and laboured 
under fo, grofs Ignorance of the Divine. Nau N 
and the glorious Perfections thereof. 75 
Beſides, as to one eſſential Ing redient "of our 
E the. Reſurredtion of our Bodies, and 
the Re · union of our Souls to them when trans · 
farmed into glorious and ſpiritual Ones, the 
Heathen Philoſophers regarded it as utterly in. | 


edible and even impeſſllle. 


And I might add, That as to that important 
Circumſtance of the future lappineſs of good 
Men, biz. rhe-endleſs Duration of it; the Hea- 
then Philoſophers, who ſuppoſed. the Soul to 
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it, Dot cher Teuppoſed the Beraten bf it to 
| be but wo 4 ; and tliat after 2 long En- 
joyment of it, vertuous Souls either return- 
eck to animate other Bodies on this Earth, or 
ceaſed their Individuation, and returned, and 
were refunded into that univerfal Soul of the 
Motid Hou: whence they ſuppoſed them firtt 
| ken. 4 „% 4; 
| J And when we ſe jouſly op öder fre W nit Noe 
tuating Uncertainties and Doubts, and in what 
miſetable Darkneſs the wifeſt of the Hearheng 
were involved, in reference to à Truth of the 
- ' Higheſt moment in practical Religion, we = 
never ſufficiently: priſe that glotious Goſpel of 
the Son of God, that har brought Life and Im. 
1 mortality '7o Lig 7 tp us. This: it the grant Pro- 
_ miſe of it (by FR of emineney) even the Pro: 
wie of Eternal Life,” t'Fohoit; 25. All other 
Bleſſings promiſed are büt pteparatory to this, 
and do at laſt center in it as the final Conſum- 
mation of out Happineſs. Tis this Goſpel 
alone that makes the cleareſt'Diſcovery” of the 
Nature and Durativn of it that we can here at- 
raing and gives bs that ſatisfy ing Aſſutance of 
ir that is che greateſt Support under the mani 
fold Troubles of Life, and the moſt*power- 
ful Relief and Antidote 504 hy the Terrors olf 


Death, > This: 93 85 n God ene down from 

- 1 +BY N 515 1 1 «a 14 85 Wr Ws 
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Heaven 


ven 


eee ee to us 8 eee 
of it. He brought with him the fulleſt Cre- 
dentials of his Divine Miſſion and heavenly 
Doctrine; he himſelf roſe from the Dead, and 
entered on a State of glorious Immortality. 
And his Reſurrection and Aſcenßon to Heaven 
is the great Security and Pledge of ours. And 
if, after all this convincing Evidence, others 
will go away from Chriſt by a evil Heart of 
unbelief ; if ſenſual and proud Scoffers will dii- 
believe and deride the Promiſes of his Comings 
let it be our Language to him as it was Pe- 


ters, Lord, to whom ſhall we go 2 Thou haſt the 
| Words: of Eternal Life, vi Fohn 68. Let us ad- 


here to this Divine Revelation with the moſt 
lively. Faith and affectionate Veneration, as the 
ped ſolid Foundation of out dase, Ecernab 
opes. vi 
II. Are Eh, . e, MO e of God in 
this Promiſe Of Eternal Life. „„ oh het > * 41 


The Promiſe of it upon - ſuch gracious: and 


condeſcending Terms ſo ſuited to the weakneſs 
of our lapſed. State, is it ſelf a moſt free and 
unmerited Favour. And if we only regard the 
intrinſick Excellency: and Worth of it, we muſt. 
look for it as the Gift. of Go through % Fes; 
Chriſt-,oar Lord, vi Rom. ult. And though, 
vith reſpect to the manner and order of beſtows 
ing it, dis called elſewhere 4 Recompence of Re- 
ward yet to. prevent any vain and. ſelf- exalt=. 
ing Thoughts, tis called à Reward, not of: 
Bee but of Eren, iy Aon 4: „Norte Nen 
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boles/ ve can here uſe do but faintly expreſs, 
(As che n Words in the Original im- 
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the Proſpect of reigning 


my On the Happineſs of Heaven, 


chat we can claim from the ſtrict Juſtice" öf ef 
Sold by the pretended Merit of any Works of 
ours. (For the beſt of them need Mercy to 
pardon their manifold Defects.) But a Re. 
ward that flows from the Divine Bounty and 


Grace as the great Spring of it, and through 
the Merits of our Redeemer's ſinleſs Obedi- 


:  efite and attoning Sacrifice as the only valu- 
able Conſideration, or Price of Redemption. 
Alas! what is there in our mean and defeQive 


Services that beats any Proportion or Equality 


to this tranſcendent Reward of Eternal Life 
What is there in our /ight and momentany Suffer. 


ings, \ That the | and een work for us ſuch a far more 
exceedin, eternal Weight of Glory? 2 Cor. 


ory which) the loftieſt Hyper. 


port, Kas Ka d rege its omen: e199 toy Enecc Ligue e.) 


What are our temporary Labours and Sonſficts 
that they ſhould be rewarded” with an incor- 


roptible Crown! What are we, who are at beſt 
but unprofitable Servants, that we ſhould have 
wich our exalted Lord, 
and ef fitting down om hir Throne, as he having 


ore lcome, is at down on his Father's Throne! 
in Rev. 11. Whar are we, deſpicable and ede. 


ffled Worms, that crawl on this Earth, e 
ſhould: Je made lite, Cor, equal 70) the Poly . 

gels; L] and inhabit thoſe: Reg logs of 
1 from whience the fallen e were 
cut down! What * once wretebel 
BL | e 
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digals and Bankrupts, that we ſhould be made 


Heirs » of God, and 'Foint-beirs with Gris 1 
ably glorious Things ſhould: be prepared by 
infinite Love. for thoſe that muſt confeſs them- 
ſelves to le leſs than the leaſt of the Mercies of 
God xxxii Gen. 10. O with whar admiring 
Thoughts of his boundleſs Grace ſhould our 
belief of ſo ttanſcendent Felicity fill our 
Ma r i, e 
III. Adore the diſtinguiſhing: Grace of God 
Vou were once involved in the common 


corrupt Maſs of Mankind, before Divine Grace 


did caſt your Souls into a diviner Mould, and 
made you-Yeſſels of Mercy, aforehand prepared 


anto-Glory, ix Rom. 23. You were once do be 
ranked ãàmong the Men of | this World, whoſe 


(choſen) Portion. was in this Liſe, and who 
minded eartbly-Things; the diſtinguiſhing Grace 


of God has now raiſed you to diviner ExpeRta- 


tions, and ef bis. abundant Mercy begotten jau to 


How may we ſtand aſtoniſned that ſo unſpeak- 


eulivingi Hope: through the Reſurrection of Feſus 


4 


Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of that glorious State, 


immediately adds, Nom he that has.wrought:us: 


for the ſelſ ſame thing is God, who has alſo give 
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bankſgivings to Joar: heavenly Father, 

who |. 4: made yon meet to be partakers Wo 
Inheritance ef —— in Ligbt Cor, s wh 
3 may be rendred, meet for a ſhaner1i : 

the Lot of. the Saints. in Light, i Cal i. 0% 
IV. odeavour to keep the. Exidences of 
your Right to 1 Life clear and uaſullicd;; 
oP cannot be too ſollicitous ta ſecure ghar: 
and Concern, and pur oy edgy rational 
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Adel pte fo you" Inta"the" everlaſting Kin 8 
od 
7 your Ei and "Saviour Feſus rift 1 
Fer. il J. 8 7, 10, 11. Tis the dili 
'Chtiſtian' that is ſtudious to abound in 
er ** — Word aud Mort, that may expeck ie to 
attain > fu aſſurance of Frog ke "the "i 
wen wh 10% 11, 12. 535 
1. Rejoyce in the Hope of erte 
What can” adminiſter ſolid Delight to 1 
Minds, if che believing Proſpect of it wil not 
do it With what Plexfore may we ſupppoſe 
did Moeſes on Mount Ne ho view the Beauty and! 


ID 


Plenty of the promiſed Land! "Wirth" greater 
Pleaſute — we view the heavenly Cm, 
ſented to us in the Divine Promiſes, 


as re 
which are che Map and Chart of it- Witch what 
ſarisfackion do rbe Children of this World look 
overethoſe Dells and Writings thar comsey and 
make der to them à confiderable Eſtate, a8 
their earthly Inheritance; and ſhall net 

the b "of Light, wilt far 1 


venly In e; which as it is more ent 
lent and more durable, ſo tis ſuch as d Hu- 
man Fraud or Violence can ever diſſeiſe us — 
We may obſerve,” That when the Diſeiples of | 
Chriſt returned from exeruting their Commit” 
ſion ro the loft SR ighly pleated, 
that the Devils were fubjefted to them” through: 
m_—_— our-Satiour ditects them 1e a more 
and dect of their Joy Nr 


9255 And 


greater ſatis- 
ſe the Divine Promiſes N | 
rain the free! Grant and Gift of an Eternal heu- 
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ider in 515 7 ee 30e dane 
are Jubjeft to vou, but. rather rejoyces that. your. 
mes. are written in Heaven, X Luke . 20. 
Account it your. higheſt Honour ay Happineſs, 
te be enrolled and regiſtered in the L. 
Fife, Met it appear that you take the great 
bj ects of your Faith and Hope (though in- 
5 ble t ſenſ) for the moſt glorious and 
ſute Reslities, by. the Toriafying,, elightr With 
which you, on all-ioccaſions,; think and ſpeak 
of them. The beliering Foreſighr and Ex- 
pectatian of chis endleis Felicity ſo ſure and 
8655 mould allay all your pre ſent Sorrows, 
ſupport you under the manifold Aﬀitiens.ol 
| chis preſent Life; and arm you againſt the in- 
ordinate. Fear of Death. No other Corkide, 
ration can ſo elfectually do it as this. And the 
Joy that ſptings from it is every way able to 
counterhallance. all the Evils we can. ſuffer here, 
| Tis: a Foy unſpeakable, and full of Gloy. — 
i. 8. 7456 4 Joy that. no; Man can take from url. 
. Let us long fot the Poſſeſſion of Eter 
* is . "In rao Hap Loans cf D433 4 5h 
Let it appear. char: this- future Bleſſedneſs, 
though, unſcen, has an attractive Beauty to 2. 
belicving Eye, by: exciting in us moſt ardent 
Deſires of ic. Let us not ſhame: and diſgrace 
our Excellent Hopes, by the languor and, gold- 
: 25 of. . Deſires. We may obſery: in what 
dong and emphatical Exptelſions the A oſtle 
5 Paul repreſent. he, 8 I of. ncere 
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"On the \ Happineſs © of Deaven, 2 ü Je 


ſeribed rhe whole Creation, as gramisg 3 x as 
viiting in ain together,” waiting for the W 


Nat ion of the Cons « God, he adds, Aud not only 


£ © 


ey, but e ourſelves groan” within" dur ſelves, 
waiting for "the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption. 
of bur Bodies, viii Rom. 22, 7 To the like pur- 
phe be ſpeals elſewhere, For we that are in this 
nat le do groan, being burdened, not for, that 
5e would 'be unc loat hed, But clbürber upon, that 
"tt 1 ns le ſvalbwed up of Life, 2 Cor. 
repteſents all true Chriſtians 48 Jaok- 
A 1. the Bee Hope, and loving the glorious 
pearance F the great Go and their Saviour, 
for \Ghri) , 17 115 1 15 2 Tim. hat 8. He re, 
r himſelf as : defirous to depart; and % 
vith Cbriſt, which he . to be (Wirk 
per to his own particular Advantage) N Faß 
better then to abide in the Fleſh,” i Phil. 23, 24. 
nid che Apoſtle John having introduced ou 


? Reward is with me, to give to ever 
4 a *as bis Mort is 30g at = 
the ewelfch Verſe; and again, at the rwentſeth 
Verſe, "Surely T come quickly,” l chis 7 
2 che ecchöing Language of ever is . 
Soul? Amen," even ſo cue Cord fem. 

II Ler us act more ſuitabſy 70 the Lott 
Hopes of Eternal FI TY el) 8 
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=o: Let oy Aer go 255 this 3 5 
vine Hope purify himſelf as he is pure, x. Fo 
ni. 3. t. Heb that hath called us: is bay 7 
make it our ſtudious Endeavour 20 be holy. 7 10 
manner of Conve rſat ion, 1 Pet. i. 1 wat Jer u us 
techn gur ſelves under the higheſ "Obligation 
on of. ,Duty.and of Gratitude, to walk worthy 
of that Gad , who bas. called us to bis Kingdom 
Wa Glory, 1 Theſe ii. 12. Let us aſpire. oa 
er Reſemblance. ro that bleſſed Being in all 
B 'imizable Perfections of his Nature, in 
'V hols. immediate Preſence. and \ uninterrupted 
Communion. we expect  fulneſs of . Jay and. . 
ting. Pleaſures, xvi Pſal. 11. Out likeheſs to 
im is neceſſary to render us capable of en- 
dying and reſiſhing thoſe Diyine Pleaſures. 
. Let us grow in our Conformity to that bleſſed 
eſus in Grace and Holineſs here, to whom, we 
hope fo be conformed in che Glories of his ex. 


| He 
PV, 74 
A 2 


A alied ate. Let us tread in the ſteps, let us 
imitate the Faith and Patience, and, perſey 
3 Prety. of thoſe. holy Souls that are 
ke inherit the Prowiſes, into whoſe dieſe 
Community: we hope. ta he.reccived, and wit 
Bom. we deſire and expect to aſſociate 
2 re. far ever. Let us habituate 5 
. kat as $' poſſible } in chis State of Diſtance and 
= perfection to the Work and Foys,, the Imple- 
mee jagd Del; 1 the heavenly. "Stare... Let 
dür Spit ang Behayiourbe ſuch as every way 
beeames the: Candidares and Heirs, of Eten 
Fb, W e HR 
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a e 'Peaven/ #49 
make! por Heaven, where our moſt valued Tre 
furt and Felicity is laid up, (iii Phil. 20. com- 
pic with vi Matth. 21.) A fenfual and 
rdly Mind, robo ſtrongly attached to che 
low Intereſts and Enjoyments of this 'periſhins 
Life, would be moſt unſuitable to the believit 8 
Expectations of a glorious 'Tmitiottality,* 
VIII. Let us recommend Eternal Life to 
others as the nobleſt Prize and Aim. 
If we our ſelves have embtaced tlie pteci- 
ous Promiſe of Eternal Life, and highly" value 
out Intereſt in it, methinks we' ſhould be un- 
willing to go to Heaven alone, without draw 
ing as many thither as the influence of our 
Authority, dur Counſels, and our Example can 
reach. Let us then exhott and animate, and 
—— thoſe we familiarly converſe with tö 
join wirk us in this bleſſed Deſign" of ſecting 
for Glory, Honour,” and Immortality, that they 
may with us obtain Eternal Life. Let us'eſpe- 
cially make it our ſtudious Endeavour, that 


our Faitlies may be as fo many leſſer Semina- 


Jer Heaven.” Let us uſe our moſt f OP 
11 earneſt Perſuaſtons with thoſe Ut | 
Taſpe@ion and Care, to et fr /Þ rhe” ige 
of God and his Righteouſneſs, to ftrtve ts cyrer | 
i af the Frait Cate, and to walk in that nas 


ow! Way that” leads to Eternal Life.” We read 
of Abraham's di 


elling in Tabernacles 
blem of _ uncertain' and temp 


(a fir Em- 
ry Abode 


70 7 Earth) with / 95 and Jacob, a Heirs 
9 even that Pro- 
miſe 
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0 9, 10 They con 222 ves 
tobe but. Pilgrims and 1 an ſuch as 
He ” Letter, even an heavenly i Country, 
13, 14. 15. 16. And on the accoun 
of theſeß heit glorious Aims and Hopes, we 
are told, God was not aſhamed to be called their 
Cod, for that. he had prepared for them a City, 
(A State of durable Happineſs, worthy. of his 
_ own rich Bounty to beſtow on rhoſe whom he 
| honoured! With. this ſpecial Alliance; of being 
their God.) And, O how comfortable will 
our Converſe wich, our dear Relatives on Earth 
be, when ve dwell with them as Fellom- Heirs 
with us of the Grace of Life! 1 Pet. iii. 7. With 
whar inward Peace and Satisfaction ſhall we 
leave them behind us, when we have ſolid 
grounds to hope we ſhall ſoon meet with them 
in the Kingdom of God, and that they ſhall in 
the great Day of Judgment ſtand wich us a 
mon eher Number of thoſ e rigbtcou Ones 

he right hand of Chriſt, whom he will ad 
bs his graclous Sentence to 25 full Pot 
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Hh 1 Cor. iii 8. The latter Clauſe. ” 


1 Vow * "that Pebteth, v he that 59 | 


alt 
receive his om Ane according 10 


& 


vil bis own Labour, + 1 nod N. 


mor . o 7715 1 'F 29 S IP ad EE ebnudng 
ni e eee eee Fe ik aq ul 
. That in che gteat Day ofiifinal | 
Account, the Righteous (hall be 
acquitted;::and adjudged 
to inherit Ezcrnal Life) as1e Re- 
* ward" of Grace ; ſo they give us 
juſt ground to apprehend, That there will be 


different Degrees of that future Reward, as well 8 


as different Degrees of that future Paniſbrient 
to which the 7 cked _ be hogan ns. wp Were 
70 M A A A N 


2 1 . 

ilk Tbs concerning thoſe\differrir Pagrees of \fu- 
ture de ura, that I would: now : offer — 5 10 
_ occurred do my Thoughts, in meditating on 

what che ſacred Writings ſuggeſt in reference 

.cothis SubjeQcs.} 1-50 -mgt of hos 
And 1 have choſen hate remarkable words 

of the Apoſtie Paul, as the ground of this 
Diſcourſe; And. every Man ſtall Feedzve' bir ou 
Reward according; to 275 own: Labour. 

5 Hechad' in the beginning of akjsrObaprer 
cenſured the Chriſtians at Coriuth, for thoſe 
Remains of Carnality t that diſcovered them- 
8 Hin their Bnvying, and Striſe, and Divi- 
Ws, e by their -over-valuj their 
8 hers, as if 8 had been Heads "of Aike 

ront 15 inſteac of being en. 
ployed ca: common Lord and! Saviour, 
to publiſu and promote the common Saly 
One ſai, I am of Pauls: pan en Tam of Apol- 
Das . . This factious and dividing Spirit 
be thus tebukes, . #51 Tau e who 
ic Aballatꝰ But Ms ers by whom: 
1 — 
Lire lars | 
the: ſurrelſe v. g 6.0 Andito e hon 
fac, -andopartial Veneratiom for choſe / that: Mere 
bitte Temes. and Miniſters, he: diredts them 
taſeribethe Succeſs; of their Labouts to God, 
as the Ir luci pal aſicien Guuſe. d tin erben 
is be hat plantet h any. thing,” an d hav . 
teretih, 1 een 1 HE Inerbaſers D 
e 51rg690%7% 63 panfeygobns yh dn Dat 
ist3noMt9 | Bur 


- D war 7 


But 226.280. theſe Iuſtrameuts, iwhoſe Mini- 
ſtry Gad made uſe: of to can vert chem do che 
Chriſtian Faich, and to build them up init he 
adds; bey were One, i. e. they carried on one 
and the ſame Deſign, or (as he elſewliere 
ſpeaks, they preac hed not themſelves, Buri geſus 
Ghriſts; the Lord, 2 Cor. xv. 5. (and only Law 
giver and Head of his Church.) They laid 
the ſame Foundation of God's ſpiritual Build 
ing, even Jeſus Chriſt, the Corner tone, and built 
their Converts upon it. He does, indeed, in 
the. following Verſes, make ſome diſtinctian 
relating to che Labours of thoſe employed in 
this: ſpiricual- Building. Some built on the 
common Foundation, Gold, Silver and precinus 
Stones (i. e. the pure and n Dos 
ctrines and Prece Precepts of the Goſpel) other 2 
mixed with them Hay, Mood and Stabbie. 
(Which words moſt probably relate to thoſe Ju- 
daiaing Teachers that joined ane with 
the Rites of the Moſaick Law; /which/'they 
not only retained themſelves, but urged che 
Obſerxvance of them on the Gentile-Ehriſtians.) 
And concerning ſuch uns kilſul Builders he ob. 
ſeryes, That in the great Day of Tria and 
judgment, thoſe: Worts that / could qabide rh 
Trial ſhould be approved. and rewarded). But 
their otheriForks (their unwarrantable/oni cor: | 
rupt Additions ro-Chriſtianity) hon be burned 
up, and their Labour in them loſt. Jer they 
5 adhered to the F DUundation, 
Me ſincere en eavoured to propagate the 
8 clay 


———— 


N On the Aer Degrees 


efſcgeial" Truths and Duties of «the! «Goſpel, 
| —_ through their ignorant and miſguided 
Teal chey contended? for theſe unwarrantable 
adden) ſbould be ſaved, het ſo ar I/ Furt, 
1 , they ſhould eſcape (tanguam ex incentio) 
as Men do out of an Houſe that is on Fire. 
Now concerning theſe. Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel, yhether employed in Planting or Watering, 
whether tur Builders or inferior ones, whe- 
ther they preached the Goſpel in its uncorrupred 
Simplicity and Purity, or through a miſtaken 
Zeal: — it wich a mixture of ſome un- 
warranrable Additions, he here tells us in the 
Text, That every Man fhall receive his own Ne- 
ward according to his om Labour. He hereby 
plainly intimates, That as there was a mani. 
feſt Difference in their Labour; as to the 'Regu- 


and the Degree and Meaſyre of it, there 


would be a ſuitable Diſſinction in their Reward, 
as to the Degree and Meaſure" of it. And 28 
the Reaſonableneſs and Equity of ſuch a Di- 
ſtinction does equally extend to all that are 
aged in the Service of Chriſt, as well as 
thoſe that are employed in that ſpecial Work 
of the Miniſtry, we may warraatably \draw 
this general Contluſion from the words, | 
2:Thas there''wiltobe differen 
frrarenfinant- ene; Ri ghrevns' "ſhale ad 
Py, ed: To. N i N 47 n 3 
Otzſas the: Apoſtle: here expreſſes it in ge- 
neral and com ren nſive Ferms, TELE W _ 
S209] oor ot SHE) 51 i n ee 
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1. That the Reward to which: all good Men 


even ſee face to face, and know as they are known. 
They ſhall receive a Crown of Righteouſneſs laid 
a for them, though the Crown of ſome may be 
more radiant than that of others. They ſhall 
all partake of that Fulneſs of Foy that ic is the 
immediate preſence: of Gad, and drink of thoſe 
more, xvi Pſal. ult. The Reward of every 
glorified Saint ſhall fully come up to the ge- 
nuine Import of theſe general Expteſſions con- 
cerning it. All the Children of Gd ſhall poſ- 
ſeſs an Inheritance incorruptille and undefiled, 
and that never fades away, reſerved” in Heaven 
for them. And every One {hall have a Place 
22> ome 
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5 thar are in his Father's Houſes xiv John 2. 
3 can claim this heavenly Reward as 
# Reward f Debt; all mit look we " as A es 
wah of "OR 17 15 K $1.9! 
That Eternal Bend which 14 hy Pu: 
niſhment of the Wicked, is indeed the prope 


Hoger of Su, har the Wicked have ttuly . 


ſerved at the hands of a righteous God, as 
Juſt Recompenct' by way of Retribution of their 
piſt Diſobedience, xi Heb. 2. But the Apoſtle 
Puul changes his Stile when he ſpeaks of that 
Eternal Life, wherewirh the Rzgh7eous ſhall be 
| crowned,” and calls it, The Gift of Go through 
Je. Chriſt our Lord, vi Rom. alt. The Pro- 


miſe of Wir. is an Act of unmerited Favour. 


Thie Bleſfing promiſed, chough it be with re⸗ 
ſpect to tlie Order and Manner of beſtowing it, 
called a Reward, 15 2 with reſpect to the 5h- 
#rin ck Excellency of it a rich and free Dona- 
8 9 great Redeemer has purchaſed 
us, and is beſtowed: upon us by the Fa- 
| — 5 g, Plegſure; in conſideration of. his 


an Vibe ſitaste we ate eatitled 'to as we ate 
yo ers w with him „ Viſi Rom. 15 No Works 
which” ate at the beſt imperfect and 

feed Mercy to oy heir culpable 9 70 
bear Any Equality Ir Proportion to, Sis 355 

2 Mi this Crown 7 48 77 neſs is aid: 

en by Chek as bi tepus. 

only ro be underſtood of char "Ri igh 
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eouſneſs, 
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ſinleſs Obedience age" attoning Sacriſſce. Tis 


age, 5 T 


ä — 


which import . acting _ to his.own 
TER red bur 16 bis ating en from 
judgment, 2 Tim. iv. 8 Our Sufferings / in the 
15 of Chriſt are the moſt difficult, che moſt 
ſelf-denying and coſtly Services we can pet⸗ 
form; and yet theſe, we are told, are not wor- 
thy. zo. be. compared with the Glory that ſball be 
revealed,” viii Rom. 18. And therefore, the A- 
tle. Jude exhorts all Chriſtians 70 look far the 
Fer of our Lord Feſus to Eternal Life, N . 
Mercy to pardon their manifold. Omilhens and 
fals, Merey to crown their ſincere. but im- 
perfect Obedience with a Reward fo fat tran- 
ſeending not only their Deſerts, but © n. their 
higbeſt Expectations. We muſt after all our 
Labour own our ſelves, to be but n profitable 
Servants; that muſt found all aur ee ata ; 


A 


of ſo glorious. a Reward on his promiſed Boun-/ 


9 ade regard it as diſpenſed on the account 


ol our Rec emer s Merits, not our Own. SAN A 


Having premiſed theſe, two Things k 
of Caution, I,now:come to ee the True 8 


different Degrees. of the futi 
wr ONE) I ibs y 
re obs Intimations of uy Truth a 8 0e 
the d. Writings. And then. all 
eue ee se that may dae ge 
e teaſonableneſs of it. I 
f ny — 1 would lay. ſors au, 2 5 
n this Truth as occur in : 
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berg is Oue remarkable Paſſagorwithia per pur- 
— I. ſhall take notice of in the 07/d Leffe. 
8 Fis in che twelſth of Daniel, v. 2, 3. 
r that ſleep in the Duſt of the 
Earth: ſball awake," ſome to Everlaſting Life, 4 
ſome to Shume aud Everlaſti ing Contempt. | The 
words plainly point us to that Reer eder of 
the Prad, that hall uſher. in the final Galen, | 
And+in-the following words he repreſents: the 
happy Iſſue of the Reſurrectian to thoſe that 
ſhall then ane to Everlaſting Fa 15 Aud they 
that be wiſe ball Mine ar re 5 htneſs of the 
Firmament; and tbey tbat turn any to 1 — 
teouſneſs;: at tbe 1 for evet und ever, v. 3. 
He ſeems here to diſtinguiſn between ſuch as 
were truly religious themſelves, tt unto the 
Sal tation of their own Souls; and ſuch as de- 
voted themſelves to the ſpecial Service of God 


in fruitful Labours to promote the Converſion 
and Salvation of others: Concerning the for. 
mer: he ſaith, They ſball ſpine as the brightneſs 


f tie Firmament Concerning the larrery Ibey 


Sine us the Stars for ever aud rer, wich 4 


— and Glory in rixat! 


Firmament. R en 3 th 15 


But if we look! into the New TORE 


ſhall meet with much clearer Diſcovories'« | chi 
Teurh. 317.0097 * RES 3; FFT et 

We may obſerve in out Saviour b Sermon ah 
5 che Mount) when he gives us the 'Chhrafter of 
1 5 ſuch as he pronounces truly Bleſſed; he tells us 
of the Poor e Spirit, Thar theirs in e he 
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dom of Heaven of | thoſe:that mourn, Ihaniibey 

ſhall he'cromforteds; of the merciful, Thal they; 
ſhall 1 of the pare: in heart, Thats 
they Mall fee God. But when in the cloſe he 
comes to pronounce a Bleſſeduneſs on thoſe that 
ang perſecuted for Righteouſneſs-ſake, he not only 
tells us, That theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but alſo, That their Reward in Heaben ſball ze 


giga. See y Matth. ro, 1, 12. In the ſame 


Chapter, at v. 19. he diſtinguiſhes between thoſe: 
that hall be called the Leaſt, and ſuch as 22 
he called Great in the Aingdom of Heaven. And 
in the tenth Chapter, at v. 41, 42. he more 
clearly diſtinguiſnes between the Degrees of 
future Reward, Hie that receives 4 Prophet: in 
the Name of 4 Prophet, ſpall receive a'Prophet's\ 
Renard % aud he that receiues a righireous Man” 
in the Name of. 4 eee ball recri ve a 
righteous, Man s d. Andi whoſoever: fhall' 
giuę te driut 70 ane f ebeſe little Oues a Cup of 
col Mater only: in the Name of a Diſciple, Vrily. 


L unto vu, He ſhall in 10 wiſe loſe. hit Re- 


ward. De intimates. ſome 
peculiatity in the Reward of a Prophet, that dã:· 
ſtinguiſhes it from the Reward of a righteous 
Man (i. e. one more eminently religious in dis 
mare; private Station and Sphere) and ꝓtroba - 
bly the Reward of ſuch a righteous Man ſtom 
the Reward: of his ſincere Diſciyles of the low- 


W in his School of Grace. Of which. 
markable Düne I RE; be: no Foun- 
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| green. act be furara Glory. >And:by the Wahn e 
may. ee hom powerful; a Motiven me have to 
ſtain, aſſiſt. and encourage ſuch as are 

ä ly, ſerviceable to the, Glory of God, 
—— Sal vation of Men; that ſuch as de. ſo, 
Mail in fome meaſure N ene 
and liberal Reward. b my ub EH as, 
25 3 —＋ we yrs obſerve. in v the Parable that 


ten — te occupy Knee — 
them to an account ſor che Imp provement that 


each of. chem had made of the Pound intruſted 


er he ſaitch to him, Who by trafficking 
With his Org pound, had gained Ten, Hell, uh 
e want; Amos Hier thou hut Been faithful in a 
datt have 0 s [ Car rr But 
22 Free pounds, he: faid to him RE ths 


DS ray plainly deen che 


. e and. Diliren | n 
n af wh —— their 


Dee eee 5 . 


apbitles oc N of Qhriſt were peculfat: 
bt emiticarwin their. unwearied Labodrs” under 
ali poſſible” Difſieulties ahd. Diſceutagefente, 
töopropagate che Chriſtian Faith; th 10 
5 part of che habirabfe Worfd, and pre 
g-ultibf\them ſealed] che Truth of #'with* 
their Blood; ſo the rematkable 'Promife of 
dntiſt co them when Peter ſaid to him, Be- 
hol übe have forſakew all; and followed rh, vh¹ν 
we hu ve therefore > And our Saviour. In 
feted;” Ni T fay unto you, The \ ye which" 
have followed me in the Regeneration, whin" rhe 
Kemnof Mam fhall fit in the Throne" 0 His Coy. 
(uud he will moſt eminently do fo when he 
comes co final Judgment.) e ſpall alfo"fir b 
eiue Traden, Badge the twelve Tribes of I 
jard wir Marrh. 27, 18. This remarkable Prö? 
diſe I fuy, does in all reaſonable Conſttuctibn 
import fome: peculiar "Honour and Dip lit 
whatever: it be; that they ſhoald be advanced 
de in his heavenly: Kingdom, ſomething p 
lar and extraordinary in The Degree of their fu. 
em, Sf anhnpogy work wiew 
 And:wemlay farther obſetve, Thar ben the 
pac pete che two Diſciples, Famer and Joh, 
t ro bur Saviour, 7 un 
— wp So wißgbi f che O88 "te bf 
re the Other at Bis left in bi Mug, 
d; (the two principal Poſts of Honbur) fe 
does not deny that there: were ſuch' pectlfat 
ties, 3 be At 5 d 


e ÞD his- Fathers Py in — allows 
words intimates that profound Humility 15 


one of the ſureſt ſteps to: _ ep | 


Advancement. i 

And 1 the Apoſtle John, in the 
cloſe. of his Book of | Revelations, © introduces 
our Saviour thus encouraging his Diſciples, 
Behold, come quietly, and my Reward is with 
me, to o give o eve Man according as his Work 
ſhall le, xxii Rev, 12. And we may thence 
reaſonabl y infer, That as the Worts of. ſome 
ate far more abundant and fruitful than thoſe 
of others, who enjoyed equal Advantages and 
Helps, o mall their Reward be more abundanr 
7 . e 
| And we may . many Paſhges in the 
ſtolical Writings of the ſame ſtrain and im- 


hall briefly mention a few of them. 


5 3 
: x 


I begin with this Paſſage in my Text, -, 


Man ſhall: recei ue his oun Reward, according 


His own Labour: If there was no diſtinction in 
the Degree of future Rewards, ſuited to the 
Labours of good Men, and 


difference of the 
cen of ghaſe (employed in the publick Miniſtry, 
das to the regularity of them, and their 


wee 
and D3/igence. exprefled.. therein, there wou 


have been no occaſion to call every good Man's 
| Reward bis Own, by way of peculiarity and ? 


dn, from the Reward of others. Ar nd 


then choſe that built upon the Foundation vonbing 
but Gol Rand Oliver, you 3 . would 


N 


nort with theſe" of their Lord and Maſter, 1 


os I © 3 
| ba. TT: - 5 have 


have n 
thoſe 7 
with it 
timates 
concert 
be Bur. 
Degree 
themſe 
be acc 
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Bodies 
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haye no advantage in the Day of Trial above 
thoſe that mixed Hay and Wood, and Stubble 
with it, quite contrary to what the Apoſtle in- 
rimates in the following part of the Chapter, 
concerning thoſe whoſe Apocryphal Works ſhould 


be burnt up, and they ſuffer Loſs, (as to the 
Degree of their Reward) though in Mercy to 
themſelves, their Sincerity in the main ſhould 
be accepted, and rhemſelves be ſaved, jet ſo 
as by Fire, (i. e. not without danger, as thoſe 
that eſcape with their Life, though ſome of 
their Goods in the Houſe are conſumed.) - Bur 
they were not to expect the ſame Degree of 

Reward with thoſe whoſe Work did abide the 
Trial, and was more fully approved. _ 


o : i 


And the ſame Apoſtle, in the. ſame Epiſtle, - 
deſcribing the Glory of our ſpiritual or celeſtial 
Bodies in the Refu n org compares it 
to the different Glory of the heavenly Lumi- 
naries. Among thoſe he tells us, There is on, 
Glory" of the Sun, and another of the Moon, and 
another of the Stars, for one Star differs from 
anot he r in G bory. 80 alſo | (he adds) ig the Re- 
ſurfection of the Dead, 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. Even 
choſe that ſhall ſhine as Stars in the heavenly. 
Orb, may ſhine with a different Degree of 
plendot. All ate not Stars of the frſt ot ſe. 
dn Magnitude. Some appear with a peculiar 
and diſtinguiſhing Luſtre; above others. And 
be concludes his Diſcourſe, about the Reſur- 
reion-State with this. ſuitable. Exhortation, 
Therefore, my. 9 Brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, 


unmove- 


IT po e in the Work of the the 
Tora, ford ſmuch as ye know, that aur Labour 
'in the Lord fal not be in uain, 1 Car. xv. 58. 
But how would it weaken the force. of the 
Apoſtles Argument, if che _ moſt laborious 
| Chriſtians ſhould reap no greater Reward, than 
ſuch. AS, chough ſincere in the main, were yet 
more unſtable, and comparatively more ſlug. 
giſh and unactive in the Service of their com. 
mon e ee 

And the fame Apoſtle, in his ſecond Epiſtle 
encouraging his Converts at Corinth to Patience 
and Fortitude under ſuch Sufferings as their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion might expoſe chem to, uſes 
this Argument, For our. liek Afﬀidion which 
is. but for a moment, worket for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. But how 
could Atictions and Sufferings in the Cauſe 
U Chriſt be faid to work this out, if thoſe 
that were never called to ſuffer for Chriſt 
mould poſſeſs rhe ſame Weight of Glory,... the 
Tame Degree and Meaſure of it, with thoſe 
glorious Martyrs and Cogfeſſors, when. their 
Faith never underwent, the ſame Sy e | 
See 2 Con 7, 
And as the fame Apoſtle tells us in the! next 
Chap pter, 53 hat we ſt all fand Before the | Tudy- 
ment. e, of. Chriſt, that every Man way 1 7250 6 
"the th; ings done in the Body, according. 70 that } e 
Fl Gone, "whether Good. or Bad, 2 Cor. V. I 
And elfe ſewhere, . ah at FWD 200 4 any # 
; 900 * fy "OL ſhall, V he recerve of the 5 7, "TE. 
a v5 © dA 0D * M ww 
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ther 275 or Free, \ vi Eph. 8. And again, What- 
ſoever 4. or Jowerh that ſhall he alſo reap, vi 
Gal. J. We may obſerve, That in the Second 
of the Corinthians, Chap. ix. ver. 6. where he 
plies this laſt Maxim ro Works of Chriſtian 
tbetality and Charity, he faith, He that fow-. 
th Jearingly, ſtall, reap alſo ſparingh ; ; But he 
which Jewel bountifully, „ ſhall reap alſo Bounti- 
fully, And from the ſame Maxim he urges us, 
Not to be weary of well-doing, as knowing that 


47 ſeaſon, we Hall [ reap, if we Faint not, 
1 | 


*Having oi laid before you ſuch pregnant 
ren as occur in the ſacred Writings, 


775 the different Degrees, of. furure Re- 


all in the 

11 Second Place ſubjoin | a few Conſidetations 
2 75 ſerve to illuſtrate this Truth, by 
e reaſonableneſs of it, and its con- 

1 5 5 the Wiſdom of God in his Judicial 


8 Eb is cettai inly fome difference in "ihe 
pegrecs of Exceltency and Dignity among the 
holx Angels themſelves. 


1 * 8 
Fs 


A 98 « diſtioguilhed” from Angels, and' moſt 
robab None ed on à ſuitable A in the 


Degree” 'of their intelletu, Per 0 and the l 


7 8 e of, their Office an 


go thortty. The 
{5 themſelves ſeem to be di 


Bt 
5 tales of Seraphim and Cheru ubm, thou gh 


e read 1 17 the holy Scriptures. of 8 . 


uiſbed OE. 


it 88 not appear to us wherein” iche d., 
99 3 ferenes 


Til 
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fegenge = 1 we m obſerve, * the 
1 1 Paul aſeribes e of x 15 in- 
[ſible heavenly bio to the Son o 0 F God, 
his Expreſſions plainly 1 8 diſtin- 
ction among them, Mhbet her ( faith he) they 
be Thrones, or "Dominions, 'or Principal Jties, or 
Powers, i Col. 16. "Theſe" different. 7. itles ſeem 
plainly to imply ſome ſuitable difference i in mh i 
Degree of their Excelley ney and Dignity. . ' . 
And as the Wiſdom of God i ines in this 
Variety and Diverſity among thoſe. higher in. 
tellectual Beings, We have reaſon to believe, 
it will ſhine no leſs in thoſe glorified Saints 
that ſhall'be Ye ſets F Honour in Ne Fathers 
Houſe above. Some a the ſame Apo- 
ſtle compared to Peſe!s of Gold, and 1 to 
6 ſſels of Silver, 2 Tim. 1 20, _ For though 
y Yeſſe] ſhall be gg with Glory, Jet all 
ah 5 of equal Size and delt to og 
the fame Mafute of it. A thols Stars th at 
are fed in the heavenly” 8 ä hall 
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bughtly Ha though wich an. . miral e 15 
on” . 3 ai > of their di N e e ä 
dec ee 4 
2. hat unexeept . Fay i Gt d 3 
appears in che 2 1905 eprecs of furure by 
0 5 | OY ASS: 
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of the © 7 om. 4. 
45 2 np pt adn 15 FE his. 75 5 WY: 
ws. N we are e, that in bis award 
th > Puniſhme nt of Sinners, the Condition 
&f Tome will be dete tolerable © than chat 150 
others. Some will, 2 . jült) 
be Beaten with man) : 
h ol 8 Ve 15 1 199905 1 4 N 
t. Will all exact pro n fu 155 to 
15 1 bf their TE Chimes” to; the Degree d 
Light they have ſinned ag Zinſt, co the 9 1 
98558 have, abuſed, to The Means, of 88 9 
Tot reſiſted, "and to the fn 7 
| in in- 


| ta Heer, none can claim ths Ee Ret. 


Und Way oper Merit, and the loweſt 
epr W It is 1 none can ever expett.. 18 


ons 'Debr, yer it will highly” tend. 1 
tra 9 of © he” judicial 5 Katy. af Goc 


155 t Ee 
. 
deere His 1 wp 9 "ont cles, 90 


7 Hegree of Zee i Honour 55 Di: 
1 6f Tome have IG com | bel mote 


* ent © The fame 
ex 25 Tale cha Tote and abounded 
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more mba: Froin.of-Righ t * 
by their heaveniy Father has been glorificd, 
and their Chriſtian Profeſſion adorned; ſome 
have ſhawn'*their ſuperlariye Love N by 
the Congquelt of ſtranger Temptativns, and by 
ore: temarkable Conſtancy and Patience oy 
" the greateſt: Sufferings.in his Cauſe g and 
will more . the Waden ahd 


paternal Eduity of Gad, to ſuit che Neward 
ro; the V "ork, zand ta advance thoſe. tp 4 more 


eminent, Degree. ol Glory hereafter, chat 
re heen more. eminent it Gtace and Holineſs 


and parceVlarly in Humility and 

Mind. 1 „ | 

"$04 . Tf x | S In 

latge 8 pher 

fucyre. Ge. f ME 1 Renan WEE * 
Oye preſent Life is Crate o Prohatjon; and 


l and conſequently.of. Prepatation for fu- 
tire Rewards, We are rained up in che King: 
not (ed; 1 Our _ 


1 Glow ot pi og. | | Services As the | 
a 1 by: 1 i ed 
2 


atruſted — 1 
m. inent Station in his Lord s Kingdom, xix 
e e HE ee ee ee be 
1 ſhall e nee 
ft of che different Degrees of the furure Rel 

owns wich A _— of * a 8 eee * 7 


—.— iel b — 9 ors 
Wine, according to what Proportion he 
i pleaſes, to ſtrengthen and animate. chem for 
Ache Race. Each has a1 particular | taper aps 
5 Pointed. for him, ſome of er and ſome 
of longer Diſtance. When every Racer enmes 
{x0 his own Goal, he receives a rie in otact 
 ,proportion. to his Speed, Diligence, andi che 
*lengrh; of che Race; and the Grate and u 
41765 of the Prince hide gloriouſly im ſacks 
giſtribution. „Not the foxemoſt of the! Rurere 
4 can pretend to merit tie ei for che r 
e paid for 1 
Te was he ar int 


alete —— an chen Me compares 
4rhe. Chriſtian's Life x." Race 1 Cori N. 24, 
Ec. v Gal. 7. iii Phil. 4. 1 Tim. iv. 7. Ni 
Hebt. x. that I think it may be almoſt called 
<- Scriptural Deſcription of the preſent Sub. 
9 We a in ha e of ee, 
Before 1 enter olbrfid pructicdl mpre vement 
of this Subject concerning the different Deg gree 
of future Rewards, it — t6\take 
notice of tuo Objections that may be offered 
— —-—8 tdi Aas 
The One is drawn 2 
of our Saviour, xx Matth. (ſtom 
che end of the ſneteenth Vatſe) in which he 
e chvogh/i e 
at diffe 5, à48 re. 
ceividg' fromthe FHouſboldey"" that! employed 
chem, ever) Mina Ten ; uud brings" in choſe 
mered into che Piega e the firſt, "the 
rhiec} or ſocth Hout, as mutm ring at the 
Hduſholder, for making them chat Enterecd not 
in till che ecleventd Heur; ru 7 
Reward) r henſehver, 21h 
burden and the beat of be 91 — Hy 1 
70%. ge inferz That chere Will bene Gifs 
in the DopFe=or future Rewards. 


f. Ther Obiection is foiinde n A 
fake>coneerniapt Sedpe 6 gt this! 
which is not del Toned v0 kepfeleht che Ui 


| C — — be 


ol the Future Heward, 57x 
in calling the believing Gentiles to become Fel. 
low-heirs with the believing. Jews, and of tbe 
ſame Body, and partakers of bis Promiſe in Chriſt 
by the Gojpel, (as the Apoſtle Paul expreſſes ity 
ii Eph..6.) This he repreſents: the Jews - as 
murmuring at, that when their Nation had for 
ſo. many ſucceſſive Ages been the peculiar Peo+ 
ple of God, among whom his pure Worſhip 
d. obtained, and his Laws been obſerved; 
the Gentiles, Who had ſo long been Aliens, 
from the Commonwealth. of Iſrael, and Strangers 
te. the Cruenants of. Promiſe, e 1 Hope, 
aud wit lout Cod in the World ; that theſe Sim 
ners of. 74 Gentiles, who came not into the Vine? 
yard till the eleventh Hour, ſhould be made 
equal Sharers with them in the Priviledges and 
ed, unreaſonable; to their proud Spirits, 1d 
moved.cheir Enyy... Of this, Pride; and 998 
76 meet wich many Inſtances in the hiſtorical 
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f che Apoſtles preaching to the Geneiles,, and 
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ec i partake of the Salvation 
which the Goſpel revealed, and equally ten: 
dered;to. dae 


as, well: AS Jews, upon 
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1. 809 M ty. And hé concludes. rhe 
So theſe 5 pore. 5 a. the 
frat e fir the firſt ſhall ; for 
505 17 cal ed 5205 | Fans 16, Fc 
iction Was remarkably accompliſled in 
Ag 'of the believing Gehriles, 1 £1 
; cee of the unbelieving | os 
hie "EIT to continue, // rhe fulye "of the 
| let be come In. (As you may fee Fl Arge 
in the eleventh Chapter of this Apolite' 8 
Ye” to the” Rennt; Which contains” 4 


92 


N upon” this edition of "air . 
50 . 
1 this being ihe Plain Kiitch axis | of \the 


arable,” no'Argument 'can be dtawn f 
282 pſt rhat/tnk quality of the Dep ree Yi 15 | 
R Wehe e W bcher ber ges of holy ripture 
1 Marky al ert; ot It lay add, That we are 
fare; there” 5 be no Envy or ene in 
Heaven at thi Heg uality, when every”. ne 
Wik be fully Convinced. that 9 5 
fte to his own Labour. ay 
he ih 4 yeRion I would Hide . 
hai his; his future” Rees 15 rhe 
itch * Chick for us, add diſpenſed on 
Account gk his Merits, not our own, there 
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Work and Sersice, chere ſliould. be a ſuitable 
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Obligation was cancell d 
_ Chriſt, and in their Endeavours to bring Ye | 
Gentile Chriſtians under thar Yoke of Bon- 
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e do atind le 


the Profpett of 11 18 no les powerful ah Incen. 


tive to our Dilzedee and Delight f in his faith. 


ful Service. 


But this leads me to who only Uſe I Foul 
s of che excellent Truth 1 have been inſiſt. 
ing upon. i 211 5 4 ? | I 3 1 
ir there are different Degrees of that Wtute 


| Reward; to which the Righteous ſhall be ad- 


judged,” ever) Man ſhall receive his on Re- 
ward, Hee; to bis own Labour, let us all im- 


prove this Conſideration as a ſtrong Encourape- 


ment and Motive to the utmoſt Zeal and Dili. 


gence: in the Service of our bleſſed Lord. 
We muſt, indeed, take care, that it be the 


real Work and Service of Chriſt that we are 
cinploy'd . 


For if, through! a blind ahi miſguided Zeal, 
we miſtake that for the Work and Service o 


Chriſt, Which he never commanded; our orf 


win be Burnel up in the great Day of 'Trial, 


and our Labour therein will be loſt. This was 
Teachers, whoſe 
miſtaken Zeal vented ir {elf in the Obſervance 


the caſe of thoſe Judaizing 


of che Rites of the Moſaical Law, when their 


dage. And this is the caſe of all thoſe who 


0, ; 
through the like blind Zeal; miſplace much 5 | 
Religion in the Obfeteance of the ünwarrant. 
5 n ene of eprom and 8 EAA - 
SED - n- 4 


by the Death of 


gracic 


Apoſt 


f abc 7 


r ins ; which they call the Canons on:Laws: 
abe Charch, as if tlioſe were equally: oblige- 
tory with the Laws of Chriſt; This is the 
caſe of all ſuch as contend for their own ertou- 
neus Opinions, as if they were the real 
Truths of Chtiſt; or for ſuch Practices, under 
the Notion of Geſpel. Dutiet, as he never en- 
joyn d. Such do but ulld Wood, Hay" and 
Stubble. upon the Foundation the Goſpel has 
a, This Work of theirs will be diſapptoved 
ad rejected; and their miſtaken. Zeal in pro- 
5 We. will only prove Labour in vain, 
chough' their | adherence to the Fundamental 
Doctrines and Precepts of Chriſtianity may be 
graciouſly acce . and rewarded, and (as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it) themſelves be ſaved, yet 
ſo as by Fire. We had need then take all poſ- 
ſible care that our Judgments be rightly in- 
form d in the great Truths and Duties of Che, 
ſtianity, and that our Work and Labour be 
ſuch;as Chriſt will approve, and ſuch as will 
bear the Trial of his unerring Judgment, and; 
be acceptable in his fight... f 
- Bur as we ſhould take care chat it be the — 1 
Work and Service of Chriſt in which, Wwe ate 
employ d; ſo we. ſhould. be no leſs careful that 


— 
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our Fidelity and Diligence be ſome way ſuit- 


able to the Excellency of our Withs: md rhe. 
Gieatneſs of our expected Reward. 

There are, indeed, ſuch good Works: as: 1 
Chriſtians, are capable of performing, and are 
nder indiſpenſible Obligation to attend. Such 
are 


1 


e FIT re. Sutin, Ss 
i | _ 8 Ni, 
are all che Duties of. Pieg — Goo, Rig 
P neſs towards. Men, and:Sobrietp.an. 1 > due 
; CGayeanment of our petites; and Paſſions, n 


fates or Sy elle. \Palbors, or private Cl ;f an 
| or e gs or Children,... 
255 e 0. ere is 77 great B 
: cy the Abilities or Talents: We. ate fur- 
niſnd and the Opportunities and Aduus · 
tages we bac 7 * doing good; according to 
which, more or leſs will be requir'd of e 
the great Pay of our final Account. 
„Now, the greater Ptoficieney we. make. in 
Divine eee eee real Heine, . — 
— 2 to the particulat and Means 
we enjoy; The greater. Fidelir and Diligence 
e in t . of che Huties of out 


A KS | Wes of Ry” * be Dana! uſl uͤſe⸗ 
fu N ary we are in the Stations where: 
180 N et us; And the more all N other 


of Mind, 
he rd. And; 
0 = ap Gre ſhould: this Gere 
rebuke our faulty Negligence and Sloth! How. 
ſtrongl ſhould. it excite us to a more 2 
Propel in Spiritual, and Divine Life! 
N 75 Vigour and Activity in doing ae 
and to; greater fruitfulneſs in every ood Word. 
nd Mert! How ſhould it make. 770 K. aſt and. 
umoveable, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord, as, knowing that our Labour, in the Lord, | 
4% not be in ain, IL. Cori xv. 58. ſince 0 5 


2 


[ 4. receive his own. Reward," accord 


rally Feen N to ns 
| d, and to attain to ſecular Ho+ 
igniries. And the immoderate Emu- 
ir on the account nt of them often occafions, | 
_ Enyy\ and Iwill ia choſe: whoſe Hopes are 
en by their Rivals that are preferred 
before them. But, O chat chere were mote 
IL E 21 AE: 70 be Great tn 


who. 71 £ unrig eau to or- 
5 Loves. whic i 2 we 
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2 On oo different Degrees 
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ſhew towards his Name, in that" we ny TY 
fired; to hi TW aints, and do minifter, vi Heb. 10. 
And we ſhall reap as we have 5 ſown, cithet more 
ſparingly, or more bountifully, 2 Cor. viii. 16. 
If chere be different Degrees of the hea venly 
Reward, why ſhould we not aſpire to Vigber 
Degrees of it? Why ſhould we not by greater 
. eed and Diligence, and Perſeverance in 


Chriſtian Race, and by preſſing forward 


(Wich an holy Contention) 9 the Mark, 
55 at ſome of the nobler Prizes that ars pre- 


ared for ſuch laborious and ſucceſsful Racers? 
hy ſhould we not by adding one Grace to 
mother, and by more eminent fruitfulneſs in 
e Service of Chriſt, endeavour to ſecure 
4 more abundant Entrance into hit heavenly 
Kingdom, and a brighter*Crown. of Glory there 3 

And there is. us Yay et that: uch different 
| Degrees of tlie farhre Reward *Hould raiſe any 
Envy, among rhhe 5. 


bs 4 Thlbdhirants' of Hea- 

ven. Men often envy t eFecular Advance- 
ment of theit Competitors, becauſe they think 
oſe preferred before them who were leſs de- 
erving chan rhey. 
have any Place in Heaven, where the Reward 
of very ry One is a Neige Grace, to Which 
his itt beat no proportion 3\ and where 
che Equity'df the Sen ens Will Guiry ful Con: 
Viction into their Minds, that their Reward 
is'exattly” futed to their Work. And mſtead 
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- {oper of our Lord Feſus C briſt. -. 
5 Of whom the'whole TI: x in | Heaven 


and Earth is named. 7+ 386 £1293 1 


INC Er my Deſign in nes chow 
of theſe Words, is only to treat 
of the Place where the Souls of 
departed Saints reſide, during 
their State of ſeparation from 

the Body, there will be no _ 

eaten to take much notice of the Context. 
Theſe Words, with the following — 
contain the _—_— 10 on _ behalf * 


7 My. o * F * 1 & - x 3 
* 8 wt 1 | 
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His Prayer is addreſs d to the Father, wider 
a two-fald/CharaCter, As the Father of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt ; and as the Father, of whom the 
whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named. 

For the former N viz. The Father of 
o Lord Feſus Chriſt, I thall not conſider it 
any farther than may wan to -il luſtrare the 
Words I intend to inſiſt upon, viz. Of whom the 
whole Family in Heaven and Earth is named. 

Some indeed, refer the Words 


I have laſt cired to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


ſuppoſe the whale Family here mention d to be 
named of him. For as by the whole Family they 
underſtand, both the Churoh-Triumpha ut, and 
the Church-Militant ; fo ſince our. pee gps Wes 
ſus is conſtituted the Head of hir hes, 
which is his wyſtical. Body, i they! | therefore 
judge, That the Apoſtle i 
Words to repreſent the whole Church — ya the 
Notion: of the Family of Cbriſt. And there is, 
indeed, in chis Interpretation nothing contrarp 
to tha Analogy. of Faith; and it would e 
ſetve to confirm the Inference I would draw 
and theft Wards. % ,, 


5 


But ſinee the Notion of a Fah imphes 
Number of Perſons that derive their-Deſtey: 
and. Lineage from one common Fur boris ſince 
gur adapt iun is moſt ꝗrequently in the Ne. Je- 
Lament mention d as the peculiar A of ube 
Father 5; (as * may ſee} in che baginning of 
this Epiſtle, 3, 4, 5, Cc. and 1 J0hn iii. 
5 7 9855 ii Hel. 20; FOR ſeveral other wy 


* - 5 n 5 11 
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[eli Paſſages) ſince Chriſt himſelf is never iRi- 
led Fhe Father of his Chure h though he is 
call d-the' Head and Lord of it; ſince he him- 


ſelf condeſcends to call his Piſciples his Bre- 


thren, and is himſelf ſtiled, 7%e Fir ſt. born 
among many Brethren; (compare ii Heb. Ir. 
wich viii Rom. 29.) ſince he himſelf uſes this 
encouraging Language ro his Diſeiples, I 4, 
cend to my | Father, aud your Futhong To my 
Gon, and hour God, xx Jobe 17. L think ic 
hence mo -coufoncdle: to refer the Words to 
the Father; and to conclude, That the Apo- 
ſtle intended here to repreſent. him as the Fa- 
ther of whom the "whole Family: in Wan ee 
Earth' is named. . 

Tis true, n the bleſſed God 4 


is by 
Creation: the common Father of all reaſonable 


and intelligent Creatures, whether Angels or 
Men. Angelis are ſometimes in Seripture call d 
Ihe Suns f God. And he is alſo ſtiled, The 
Sad uf the Spirits ef ail. Hleſp; and, The Ra- 
ther: 5 as conttadiſtinguiſſi d from the 
Fathers\ ofi our Fleſp, "xii Heli g. And there- 
fore this Apoſtle elſewhere cites with appro- 
* that Paſſage in an — Poet}. where- 
inche.reprefents all Mankind 2s the ſpring. 
God, XVII AS a8 1 Mien — * 8 of 
But chis is not the Butwlly haue intended by 
abe Apoſt lese Weds, aft eee ee 
He conſiders the bleſſed. Gedi ale forego- 
ing Mere as the Ferber. 7% Hor Feſtes 
md therefore hr 5 
Pp4 
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ſpen ks bf, muſt in al robſobpcndenivod-o "of 
ſuch as ſtand" it a Relation to Chriſt às theit 
Heu dd Lord; of ſucli ag throagh bim haue 
rertived the Adoption of Children, iv Gal. q, 5, 
65 Scl of ſuch as by vertue of their Union to 
him as his living Members, and their parti. 
bipation of his regenerating Spirit, are admit. 
ted intro the Line of Heaven, and are not only 
dignify'd withe the honourable Title, but alſo 
inveſted in the glorious Rights and Priviledges 
of the Sons of God. And therefore the Apoſtle 
Eo tells us, That o as many as received him, 
be gave the Power (or Right" and Privileuge 
Wee ) to become the Sont of God, even to them 
| that believed on his Name, i foh#'w2, (© 9100), 
FThis Fumily conſiſts of ſuch as are born of 
Goll, and made partakers of a Divine (or go 
tithe) Nature. It conſiſts of ſuch as he + God 
and Father of our Lord feſus Chriſt bas "choſen 
in him, and —ů—ç—ð them to the! Adoprion 
f Children 'by Feſus Ohriſt uuto hielt, acct 
. cheat; pleaſure "of bis Will, to the praiſe 
ofthe glory of 2 Grace, wherewith he has — 
u \getepred im rs belrved (or favoured us in bit 
rave Son Aner-) Epb. 3 4, 5. And if 
wen compate theſe Words with the Text, they 
— ne to point out to us this 830 Fa- 
Wily of\God which che. Apoſtle! intends . Tis 
che Fai#ly of God's adopted 8 
Obi 12 ee ide amen 3 


AQ Andvhere this? bleſſed ac wh ed 
into co. diſtinct Cſſor aceoic 2 
ferent 
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— —— in, and ef peciall ythe dif. 
ſerent Places of their preſent: Abode. One part 
of that Family have their Reſidence in Heaven, 
viz. The Spirits f the juſt Men made perfil 
Xii #Teb. 23. ned n Prxaitly | TSA SHA , (or; | 
The: Spirits of them that have ſucceſsfully bei. 
ed:their Courſe on Earth.) Theſe have ended 
their Warfare, and are come off Conquerors; 
and are now entered into a State of Reſt and 
Triumph, of Joy and Felicity, in the Mauſions | 
prepared for them in their Father's Houſe; xiv 
Jahn 2. The other: part of this Family. have 
their preſent Abode oz this Earth, are ſtill con- 
tinued in this State of Warfare and Trial, 
where: they: are train du up in this Kingdom of 
Grace for the Work and Joys of the heavenly 
State; they are travelling through this Wiler. 
neſs, towards the celeſtial Canaan; and are 
bur Heirr and Expeitants of that Eternal \Tabe- 
ritauce. which the former are. entered on _ 
actual Poſſeſſion of, vi Hleb. A 
A late learned Commentator, ine in * | 
your. of an Opinion entertained by; many an- 
cient Chriſtian Writers, would conſine this Fa- 
mily in Heaven, of which the Apoſtle. Hore 
ſpaaks, to the holy. Angels. Theſeq (heit 
us) che Jam us d to call ehe Fami f 0 
A above, as they calld that part of Mankind 
on this Earth, whom God had breughr ino 
« a Covenant- Relation to himſelf,” bis Ra 
28 En: — — whole: RIOT of 
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Hitler, conſiſts according to — 
hay Jivf | no other Members than thei Augelr in 
| „and the Saints on Zart. 
Bur what chen hall we think concerning 
thoſe deceaſed Saints, who ate repreſented: elle. 
where a8 no inheriting the Divine Promiſes, 
and whoſe Followers we are from that Conſide- 
ration exhorted 22:þe 2 (dee the foremention d 
vi Hub. 12.) What ſhall we ſay concerning 
the Spirits of juſt Men made Perfect, to whom ave 
are come? (in faith and Hope, and: ſpecial Re- 
lation) xii Hel. a3. Are Sa, no part of re 
Family. of God? Has Death cut off their f 
Relation to their henvenly Father o Are they no 
longer to be numbered 1 Children? 
Or, have they no Place of Refidence aſſign d 
them? Did not the bleſſed God ſtile? himſelf, 
The God of Abraum, of Iſaac, and Facob, long 


after their deceaſe? And has not our Saviour 


told us, That God it not the God af the Dead, 
but of the Living a xxii Matth: 3%. Do not 
thoſe now li, Whoſe: God, whoſe Faber, 
whoſe kind Benefaftory and exceeding great Re- 


then do theſe diſſadged Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect live? Nor on this Earth, which 
was onlydche — their — _ Pil. 

grimage; While they were for a: better 
__ ever'aniheaveuly Country; "ain eder 
ete:ovly-two:Plac of Abode aſſign d fort he 


| eu 1 \ 


5 ward and Portion he owus himſelf to be? Where 


YL — co Ora vic. either" Bren or 


"depattcth Spinits FATTY FR 


Inf unto © 


Plare of their preſent Reſidence, if we allow 
them to belong ro his Family at all? If they 

are aſſign d any Place of cha preſent. Abode, 
diſtinct from Heaven of Earth, is it not mani-. 


foſt chat the Apoſtle has here. given us but a 


maimed and defective Account of Gods mhle 
Fanny And that he has over-look d and for- 
got the moſt conſiderable Part ↄf it, that nei⸗- 
ther have their ee in me nar on 
Earth a LOSE: L 5 8 
I will only hank adds & as it is moſt — 


that whole Family of God, that is made up of 
ſuch as are his Children by gracious Adoption, 
and this on the account of their Union and Re. 
lation. to Chriſt, as the living Members of bis 
myſtical Body; ſo he ſeems in this Paſſage to 
have no direct reference to the holy Angels at 
all. For though they may be ſtiled Ihe Cons 
er as at firſt — by him, and till per- 

ng. in their primitive Innocence; yet they 
ate not, as we, the adopted Sons: of Cod by Je- 


ſus Chriſt. And if che holy-d4ngels make up no 
Part of the mhle Family; which the Apoſtle is 


here ſpeaking: of; and if the Spirits of de- 


ceaſed Saints are not in Heaven, as the preſent 


Place of 3 Reſidence, God has at pteſent 
no part of this Family of bis adopreu Ohilaren 
— call mo there would be no 
Family le tliaſe two Claßen, ich reſpect to 


. r fight rt 3; 
a From 


bable; that the Apoſtle ſpeaks here only of 


— gt — 


the Apoſtles: diſttibuting God's 


5 7 Shan" this Paſſage. proven Apoſtle, — 
ſenſt of it has been elear d and vindicated, we 
may, IL chink, juſtly infer, That Heaven is the 
Neceptacle or Place of Abode for the Souls "of de- 
ceaſed: Saints + immediately _ # 1 'Jep baration 
from the Body. n * n 
And to confirm the Eeyofub 8 given 
of i this Paſſagy,. and this Inference drawn from 
* 1 ſhall, 4 | n © e Paſ FE 25 
- Firſt; Alle 0 ot parallt Paſſvges 
os ctr the —— M 
v2 8 Take notice of the principal Ob. 
jections chat are rais d againſt it. 
by 1 I ſhall alledge ſome other parallel Paſ⸗ 
n ſages of holy Scripture that aſſert the ſame 
Truth,” vir. that — Souls of deceaſed Saints 
ate immediately aranſlares: to Heaven, as th 
Blace f beet dan . 180 
This ſame Apoſtle ſoealiinc; elſewhere con- 
ceroing all true Chriſtians, ſaith, We are a1. 
wayt confident,” tnowing that while we are at home 
in ie Body,” me are abſent from the dn. For 
1e dat by Faith wot by Sight.) +: | 1 n 
5H We Are” confident; Jay, ello ncfing 0 
\ from the Body, and — with the 
Lethe , Cors v. G, „„. "The Words: in the 
Original are more emphatical than thoſe of 
i enn 2M e may, FTithink; : thus guſts 
iy: pataphraſe them: We are confident; know- 
__ *ing:thar-while: we: are in this earthly Body, 
. 46 our preſent —— we Are 
5 2 Men that are nn and abſent 
een CEL 
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from that bleſſed I. ord, to he with · w om, we 
a aecount our moſt deſi able Home and Habt 
MN ation. Weß ate, I fay, (confident; and wil- 
albig rather 0 quit our preſent Abode in chis 

1 earchily- Body, Which We regard not, as our 
te proper Home, ande to be at Hume with Oö 


«; in chat heavenly Country; which. we tegard 


5.45 dhe debgned Place of our more Jalling 
5, agd-perperual Abodde. bl abgwh, 


Now, if out Lord Jeſus Chriſt be received 


up into the higheſt: Haven, or Cas the: Apoſtle 
Faul x preſſes ir) has aſcended wp e alous 
Herweng; (t ee the rw and, Harry |Heayens) 


If be chere continually appears; for ut. ,t 
Preſence. of Cod, ix Heb. 24. It he will continue 
there 750 the Time of the Reſtitutios (or rt 


ſummgtibn) of-all'Things;\'iii Ade. Iftzwhen 
2 the — * Me ſhall-be pmſent og 


-Dwelling-P 


Wa Heaven where heiss 
And tis bur a ſorry Evaſiaa which theft 
Ro of to elude the force: of. this Paſſage, 
who. deny the Souls of e ain Þ+ be 
_ received inte Heaven till after che Roſurrecti 
N Align ſome vel Place far heit Abe de til 
eee e eee eee ; 200 
though diſtann from that Heaven were Re ner 

] ene Vit | ju I. | e 


dae Souls of dxealed. Saints. mul. be ed 


1 Thee ee — . — 
ga chem, is not Chriſt 8 obey 
Reſidence," with: reſpect 0his — 
andthey are ns mote propotliy ar Home wir, 
lun w ile detgin'd xhert — 
ö 7 8 in * earthly Bodies. The Prophers, 
1 lived” here, had | ſore :Cottwetſcs 
5 — . of Fiffon 3 had a 
Nen of Chr, und of the Neu Jer 
Se. Pu was actually curng b up” rel ber 550 
Saber. But cs; did not imply their being ar 
ne with" ChriÞ, and Bur © being heir 
Doin: Phea to Tt Smet "wy walk 
7 AKdithe ame R poſtle n“, im another Epil 
lege afrer he Radl ted us, That d bm ö 
with Ohre, min 16 Ae War Gubry $d0$3 017 . io 
4 fn bete "bw; raving Hefte NN 
and 4 with Chrifttwhich" N 
ruth, 3 ——.— A On 5 
rept F n His De re from 
5 De c 
rb Obr. An ont | in 


f and 

= 45 | only no and 
jo then" Toles EA A IL ROR 
anner Tom ebf Mewver wherethe 


lame aA . — a Privi 
ME), Gly" Erbse te Eos ; 
ſhould Hepart, Vene and be abſe Zee Kun 26 | 
Body. en ee ene eee 

We read of eb eminent Saints that lived be 
bote the coming of Obtiſt in che Fleſh, that 
they were exempred from the ordinary ry 
Nas Dead Of Enoch, That be ib the 
ſlated that he fpoul no * Duh 2 G 
had tranſlated Him, xi Fel. 5. Of Elijah -we 
read, *That he wert up in a Whirtwind int 
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